
By Alden Lisse
The Oglethorpe Echo

 
A well-known musical instru-

ment company with 138 years of 
family ownership in its history 
has ties to a barbecue restaurant 
in Crawford.

Gretsch Music has manufac-
tured guitars and drums since 
1883, which have been sold to 
celebrities and music fans alike 
for generations. 

The company has been passed 
down through the Gretsch fam-
ily since its founding, but one 
Gretsch decided to pursue his 
own entrepreneurial endeavor in 
Oglethorpe County.

Because of his family’s com-

pany, Fred Gretsch Jr. grew up in 
the world of music, meeting fa-
mous artists like Chet Atkins and 
Tom Petty. His father’s position 
as the president of Gretsch al-
lowed for family ties to celebrity 
musicians such as Billy Gibbons 
of ZZ Top and singer-songwrit-
er Charlie Daniels. These art-
ists have not only used Gretsch 
instruments, but also worked 
closely with the Gretsch family.

Despite this upbringing, Fred 
Jr. didn’t pursue the music busi-
ness like the generations before 
him. Instead, he has lived in the 
Oglethorpe County community 
for over 20 years, where his bar-
becue restaurant has made huge 
success.

“You know, my roots, even 
though they go back to music, 
they come through agriculture,” 
Gretsch said.

Love of the land
His family’s move to Savan-

nah, when he was young, set the 
stage for a future education from 
the University of Georgia. Al-
ways interested in the outdoors, 
Gretsch studied agricultural eco-
nomics in college and began 
raising cattle after graduation.

The accumulation of cattle and 
land was a slow process. The cat-

The OgleThOrpe echOThe OgleThOrpe echO
 Volume 148, Number 14                             January 6, 2022  n  Oglethorpe County, Georgia                                       $1

Index
Obituaries …………… 2
News ………………… 3
Opinion ……………… 4
Letters ……………….. 5
Community …………. 6
Features ………………. 7
Sheriff ’s Report …….. 8
Sports ………………… 9

InsIde

To start your subscription to The Oglethorpe Echo, see Page 5.

Kenzie Henderson 
is averaging a 

double-double as 
a freshman for the 
Lady Patriots......... 

Page 9

See GRETSCH, Page 10

Grady.uga.edu

GO DAWGS... GO DAWGS... 
BEAT BAMA!BEAT BAMA!  

Woof, Woof!Woof, Woof!

GO DAWGS... GO DAWGS... 
BEAT BAMA!BEAT BAMA!  

Woof, Woof!Woof, Woof!
Th e Grady College is proud to partner with Th e Oglethorpe Echo.

Crews clean up after wind, rain

Making his own mark in the BBQ biz

By Julianna Russ
The Oglethorpe Echo

County and utility crews spent 
the early part of this week clear-
ing roads and restoring pow-
er throughout Oglethorpe Coun-
ty following storms early Monday 
morning.

Rayle EMC confirmed 6,200 
outages were reported in the 10 
area counties it serves. Specific 
numbers for Oglethorpe County 
were not available. 

Georgia Power had restored 
power to more than 200,000 cus-
tomers across the state by Tuesday 
afternoon, according to a news re-
lease.

Richard Heard, Director of 
Member Services for  Rayle 

EMC, said about 20 employees 
and contractors were working in 
Oglethorpe County on Monday.

“We’ve got a couple extra … 
crews in our area, some contrac-
tors that are helping us get lights 
on,” he said. “All our guys are out 
working. Matter of fact, I’m out in 
the field today putting lines back 
up.”

Heard said Rayle EMC first re-
ceived calls shortly after midnight 
on Monday, as high winds and 
rain swept through the county and 
Northeast Georgia. Oglethorpe 
County received an average of 
4.64 inches of rain this week, ac-
cording to the Oglethorpe County 
Rainfall Reporting Network. 

“As much rain as we’ve had 
here lately, and then all that wind 

we had last night, it’s mostly trees 
tearing down lines,” Heard said.

In Oglethorpe County, Heard 
said most of the damage seen by 
Rayle EMC occurred in the Vesta 
area, but lines were down through-
out the county. 

Og le tho rpe  Coun ty  Pub -
lic Works director Adam Nation 
led the team working to re-open 
roads. With downed utility poles 
and trees, some roads were com-
pletely blocked, which can be a 
hazard for emergency services that 
may need to use that road, so Na-
tion said clearing those was im-
perative.

“We started early (Monday) 
morning, before daylight. I’ve 

Gretsch takes famous name to restaurant business, gives back to community

SARAH WHITE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Fred Gretsch has branched from his family’s heritage in the musical instrument business and opened G Brand BBQ in Crawford.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Crews from Oglethorpe County Public Works, including Tommy 
Wood in the dump truck and Logan Gabriel in the loader, clear 
debris from Brown’s Chapel Road.

SARAH WHITE/ 
THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Fred Gretsch holds a Gretsch 
brand guitar once used by musi-
cian Chet Atkins.

See STORM, Page 2

County 
keeps 
rescue 
truck

By Maddie Brechtel 
The Oglethorpe Echo

Oglethorpe County’s emergency 
quick response vehicle (QRV) will 
be around another six months.

The Oglethorpe County Board 
of Commissioners (BOC) vot-
ed to extend the project — after 
a lengthy discussion — during its 
monthly meeting on Monday.

The QRV, proposed by Emer-
gency Medical Services director 
Jason Lewis, is a Chevrolet 2500 
that has the features of an ambu-
lance, except for a stretcher. It can 
respond to calls when ambulances 
aren’t available or when an ambu-
lance is not determined to be nec-
essary. 

The QRV could “potentially 
change the entire delivery model 
of EMS in our community,” Lewis 
said in an email to The Oglethorpe 
Echo. 

The projected cost of the project 
as it currently runs — 12 hours a 
day and seven days a week — is 
$68,985. If the project were to in-
clude an additional 12-hour am-
bulance, the cost would double to 
$137,970. The addition of a 24-
hour ambulance would increase 
costs to $305,940. 

The BOC voted to extend 
the use of the QRV for anoth-
er six months, paying half of the 
$68,985. It will re-evaluate the 
project at that time. 

The rescue-style truck has a 
paramedic on board from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m., which is peak time for am-
bulance use. 

Since it doesn’t have room for a 
stretcher, it can’t transport patients, 
but in certain cases, it can support 

See COMMISSION, Page 10

Commission 
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PellIe ‘Jean’ 
O’Kelley 
sanders

Mrs. Pellie “Jean” O’Kelley 
Sanders, 83, of Collier Church 
Road, Comer, wife of 66 years to 
retired Oglethorpe County Sher-
iff  William “Ray” Sanders, passed 
away on Tuesday, December 28, 
2021, at her residence.

Mrs. Sanders, a lifelong resi-
dent of Comer, was a daughter of 
the late Dock O’Kelley and Ruby 
Bryant O’Kelley. She was a grad-
uate of Oglethorpe County High 
School and devoted her life to her 
husband and raising her children. 
Jean enjoyed being outdoors, es-
pecially tending to her vegetable 
and flower gardens, but was hap-
piest when spending time with her 
grandchildren. She was a longtime 
member of Collier Baptist Church.

Survivors, in addition to her 
husband Ray, include her daugh-
ters: Karen (Bill) Wade, Wan-
da (Glenn) McCannon, and Dale 
Hill, all of Comer; brother, Ben-
ny O’Kelley of Atlanta; grand-
children: Casey (Adam) King, 
Bridget Nation, Ray (April) Na-
tion, Ryan (Kelsey) Hill, Chasity 
(Devin Bell) Hill; great-grandchil-
dren: Kyce (Megan Hatton) Ivie, 
Kashten Hicks, Kelley Beth King, 
Avery King, Tripp King, Hadleigh 
Hill, Kendall Hill, Karlie Hill, and 
Skylah Bell; great-great-grand-
children: Kaeden Ivie and Kayson 
Ivie; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews, and other relatives.

In addition to her parents, she is 
preceded in death by her siblings: 
Harold O’Kelley, Ruby Hamby, 

Frank O’Kelley, and Wynona Gib-
son; and great-grandson, Wyatt 
Nation.

Funeral services celebrating 
Jean’s life will be held on Fri-
day, December 31, at 11 o’clock 
at Collier Baptist Church with the 
Rev. Terry Smith officiating. In-
terment will follow in the church 
cemetery with Ray Nation, Ryan 
Hill, Devin Bell, Kyce Ivie, Kash-
ton Hicks, and Adam King serving 
as pallbearers.

The family is at the residence 
and will greet friends at the church 
from 10:00-10:45a.m. prior to the 
service on Friday.  

Flowers are accepted and con-
tributions may be made in her 
memory to Homestead Hospice.

Those wishing, may sign the 
online guestbook at www.berry-
fh.com.

Berry Funeral Home & Crema-
tory of Elberton is respectfully in 
charge of arrangements for Mrs. 
Pellie “Jean” O’Kelley Sanders.

JOhn MarvIn 
‘bud’ MOOn

Mr. John Marvin “Bud” Moon 
went to be with the Lord on Satur-
day January 1st, 2022. He passed 
peacefully at home surrounded by 
his wife of 65 years and loving 
family.

Bud was born on January 3, 
1935, to the late Edwin Moon and 
Rachel McCannon Moon. He was 
a faithful member of Burts United 
Methodist Church in Carlton, Ga. 
Bud had many jobs throughout his 
life with the majority of his career 
spent working at textile mills such 
as Chicopee Manufacturing Com-
pany. He retired from Athens Re-
gional Medical Center in 2000 
where he worked in the engineer-
ing department. After retirement, 
Bud enjoyed doting on his fami-
ly, making new friends, or spend-
ing time outside tinkering on his 
farm, or tending to his cows. Bud 
was known far and wide for his 
ability to make friends with any-
one. Whenever possible, he im-
parted the wisdom that it “don’t 
cost nothing to speak.”

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his sis-

ter, Patricia Roberts.
Bud is survived by his wife of 

65 years, Evelyene Moon, his chil-
dren Sheila Hill, Debra Armour 
(Lyn), Brenda Mattox (Vance), 
and sisters Viola Allgood and Sara 
Moss. He was loved and adored 
as Pop and Papa by his grandchil-
dren John Armour (Katie), Paige 
Murphy (Andy), Mitchell Davis 
(Cynthia Greer), Casey Fleming 
(Jarrett), Jessie Rice (Alex), Jere-
my Hill (Sydney Young), Peyton 
Mattox (Eliana Burkhalter) and 
by his great-grandchildren Mason 
Armour, Maddie Armour, JD Ar-
mour, Maddox Bradberry, Hudson 
Bradberry, Tripp Fleming, and Ol-
ivia Greer. Bud is also survived by 
a host of nieces and nephews. 

Last but certainly not least are 
his beloved four-legged compan-
ions Lady the dog and Sassy the 
cat.

A celebration of Bud’s life took 
place at Burts United Method-
ist Church on Monday January 3, 
2022. Visitation was from 1-3 pm 
with funeral services following at 
3 pm where he was laid to rest in 
the church cemetery. Pastor Anne 
Hanson of Burts United Methodist 
Church did officiate. The pallbear-
ers were John Armour, Mitch Da-
vis, Jeremy Hill, Peyton Mattox, 
Lyn Armour, and Vance Mattox.

In lieu of flowers, the fami-
ly requested that memorial con-
tributions be directed to either the 
Burts United Methodist Church or 
to the church’s cemetery fund, P.O 
Box 494 Lexington, GA, 30648.

Arrangements for Mr. John M. 
“Bud” Moon were in the care of 
Hicks Funeral Home & Cremation 
Services of Elberton, GA.

‘Right to Farm’ to be 
in General Assembly

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service
 
ATLANTA — After a year in 

limbo, “Right to Farm” legisla-
tion being pushed by groups repre-
senting the farming and livestock 
industries will be back before the 
General Assembly this winter.

“There’s no bigger issue to 
our organization than right to 
farm,” Will Bentley, president of 
the Georgia Agribusiness Coun-
cil, told members of the Georgia 
House Rural Development Coun-
cil Dec. 8. “It’s becoming more 
and more of an issue around the 
state.”

The Right to Farm Act would 
make it harder for property own-
ers living in areas zoned for agri-
cultural use to file nuisance law-
suits against nearby farms or live-
stock operations. The Georgia 
Senate passed the bill during the 
2020 legislative session, but it fiz-
zled in the state House of Repre-
sentatives.

After staying quiet during the 
2021 session, groups including 
the agribusiness council, the Geor-
gia Farm Bureau, the Georgia For-
estry Association and the Georgia 
Poultry Federation are vowing to 
renew their campaign in support 
of the measure during this year’s 
session.

The need to protect farms and 
livestock operators from nuisance 
suits has grown increasingly ur-
gent over time, said Mike Giles, 
president of the poultry federation.

Year after year, more and more 
urban and suburban residents 
move to the country to enjoy the 
rural lifestyle, Giles said. Once 
they get there, some are bothered 
by the smells, dust and noise asso-
ciated with nearby farms and live-
stock operations and file nuisance 
suits, he said.

Giles pointed to $100 million 
awards in nuisance suits in North 
Carolina that have crippled farm-
ers.

“Trial attorneys can put farms 
and agribusiness out of business,” 
said state Rep. Robert Dickey, R-
Musella, chairman of the House 
Agriculture & Consumer Affairs 
Committee. “That’s what we’re 
trying to prevent.”

Opponents say an earlier Right 
to Farm law Georgia lawmakers 
passed during the 1980s contains 
adequate protections for farmers.

“Existing farmers are protect-
ed,” said Gordon Rogers, execu-
tive director of Albany-based Flint 
Riverkeeper.

But supporters of updating the 
Right to Farm Act say new farm-
ing operations are most in need of 
protection from nuisance suits be-

cause Georgia is running out of 
sparsely populated areas where 
residential encroachment has not 
occurred.

“There’s just no part of the state 
where you can put agriculture 
where there’s not already people 
there,” Bentley said.

Jacob Matthews, a governmen-
tal affairs specialist with the Geor-
gia Farm Bureau, said Right to 
Farm protection is an economic is-
sue.

“If we’re trying to boost rural 
Georgia’s economy, it’s impor-
tant to make sure the opportunity 
is there for people to come in and 
start new farms,” he said.

Rogers said environmental or-
ganizations that oppose the updat-
ed Right to Farm Act don’t object 
to row crop farming or timber op-
erations.

But he said the bill’s real inten-
tion is to protect giant livestock 
operations like the industrial hog 
farm operated in North Carolina 
by Smithfield Foods that was sued 
successfully by neighbors late last 
year.

“Nobody wants to be next to 
them,” Rogers said.

The Senate amended the 2020 
bill to require that lawsuits chal-
lenging farms or livestock oper-
ations must be filed within two 
years of when a nuisance occurs. 
More restrictive language in the 
original legislation would have re-
quired suits to be brought within 
two years of an applicant obtain-
ing a permit to start or change a 
farm operation.

While environmental groups 
working the issue accepted the 
new statute of limitations as a 
compromise, it didn’t go over well 
with the original bill’s backers. 
Supporters in the House sought 
to strip the amendment from the 
measure, but when that effort 
failed, the legislation died.

It’s unclear whether the two-
year statute of limitations will be 
in the 2022 bill because it is not 
among the measures that have 
been pre-filed in advance of the 
legislative session.

“The question is, ‘Do they want 
to have that same fight, or are they 
coming up with something more 
creative?’ ” Rogers said.

The bill isn’t expected to be in-
troduced until after the General 
Assembly convenes next month.

This story is available through 
a news partnership with Capitol 
Beat News Service, a project of the 
Georgia Press Educational Foun-
dation.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Tyrone Henson and Billy Shellnut, with Oglethorpe County Public 
Works, use chainsaws to help clear Brown’s Chapel Road.
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had three crews out, two with trac-
tors and one crew with just chain-
saws,” Nation said.

He also said that while the ma-
jority of roads have been cleared, 
it could take a while before all de-
bris is removed, especially in the 
more rural areas. This is the first 
time Oglethorpe County Public 
Works has dealt with a cleanup 
of this scale since a tornado near 
West Beaverdam Road last year.

“There will be some seclud-
ed dirt roads that’s not traveled 
very much,” Nation said. “People 
may just drag the stuff over to the 
side for the time being, and real-
ly won’t even call it in. So it might 
take us a couple days to find ev-
erything.”



 Thursday, January 6, 2022 n The OgleThOrPe echO n Page 3

706-743-8542 • 706-743-7312
Store hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:30, Sat 8:00-1:00, Closed Sunday

From our families to your families … 

By The Oglethorpe 
County Extension

Every year, as temperatures rise, 
extension offices get numerous 
calls related to lawn burweed.

You may have also heard it 
called sticker weed or spurweed. If 
you’ve ever experienced the razor 
sharp spines in the bottom of your 
feet, you’re very familiar with this 
low growing parsley-like weed. 

The problem with burweed is 
that by the time you feel the ill ef-
fects, it’s too late to control it for 
that season.

Burweed is a winter annual 
weed that germinates in fall and 
remains small throughout the cold 
months. In the spring, it experienc-

es a period of rapid growth and de-
velops spine-tipped burs in the leaf 
axils. 

December, January and Febru-
ary are ideal months to apply her-
bicides, since most turf grasses are 
not actively growing at this time 
and the weed is easy to target. 

If burweed is already present 
in your lawn, use a post-emergent 
herbicide to kill the plant before its 
fruiting structures develop. A sec-
ond application may be necessary 
for complete control.

For any type of weed control, 
proper identification is key. 

Contact our office at 706-743-
8341 for help with identification 
and herbicide recommendations 
for your specific lawn type.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
This is the time of year to apply herbicides to yards to get rid of bur-
weed, which is sometimes called sticker weed or spurweed.

Now is the time to kill 
the burweed in your yard

UGA fans celebrate Orange Bowl
By Thomas Ehlers

The Oglethorpe Echo

Anne Whitehead Garner, a Uni-
versity of Georgia football fan 
since she was just 2 years old, re-
members watching Charley Trippi 
and Frank Sinkwich take the field 
decades ago.

Now in her 70s, the Maxeys res-
ident watches Jordan Davis and 
Stetson Bennett, her two favor-
ites from this year’s team, hoping 
the pair can bring another national 
championship to Athens.

G a r n e r  i s  o n e  o f  m a n y 
Oglethorpe County citizens who 
watched the Bulldogs defeat Mich-
igan 34-11 in the Orange Bowl on 
Dec. 31. She watched from her 
home and said that Georgia’s first 
touchdown was crucial to the Bull-
dogs’ success.

“My initial reaction was we 
came to play,” Garner said. ‘We 
had our game plan in place, and 
the players seemed very focused 
on winning the game. They were 
determined to show that they were 
ready to play and win that game.”

Georgia will face Alabama in 
the College Football Playoff Na-
tional Championship game at Lu-
cas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis on 
Jan. 10. 

Garner said both of her parents 
spent their careers at UGA, with 
the UGA ticket sales assistant ath-
letic director position being named 
in her honor. She said this played a 
large role in her fandom, attending 
all but two home games during the 
regular season.

Jay Paul,  chairman of the 
Oglethorpe County Commission, 
graduated from UGA with his 
bachelor’s degree in education in 
1997, but he supported the Bull-
dogs from a much younger age.

“I grew up watching Herschel 
Walker,” he said. “I can tell you 
where I was when Buck Belue 
hit Lindsay Scott against Florida. 
I can tell you where I was when 
Georgia beat Auburn in four over-
times.”

Paul said unlike other Georgia 
teams he’s seen, this one is differ-
ent.

“I think it’s interesting that we 
don’t have a standout star play-
er, like a Herschel,” he said. “The 
team as a whole looks really good 
in all avenues. The team plays just 
as that, a collective unit.”

Paul watched the Orange Bowl 
with a friend. He said it “got bor-
ing” because of the Bulldogs’ 
domination, but that was “a good 
problem to have.”

“It looked pretty impressive,” 

Paul said. “I’ve been impressed 
with the defense all year, and their 
offense came to life, which was 
good.”

Elaine McGarity, a Winterville 
resident, has lived her entire life 
in the Athens area. She said sev-
eral members of her family ei-
ther graduated from or worked for 
UGA. The Orange Bowl victory is 
just one step closer to the national 
championship.

“I was kinda disappointed they 
let Michigan score,” McGarity 
said with a laugh. “I thought they 
did well, if they can just keep it 
up and play against Alabama that 
way. Enjoy this victory and move 
on to the next game.”

Paul, McGarity and Garner all 
said the national championship 
game will be close.

Paul said he keeps his “Run 
Herschel Run” hat on the dash-
board of his vehicle ahead of the 
matchup. He said that a turnover 
or big play could be the difference 
if Georgia should win.

“I would not bet $10; it’s a coin 
flip,” he said. “I definitely think 
we have the ability to beat them. 
We just need a break, one little 
break to sway the game, the mo-
mentum, and hold it.”

TONY WALSH, UGA SPORTS/SUBMITTED PHOTO
Quarterback Stetson Bennett and a tenacious defense led Georgia to an Orange Bowl victory over Michigan 
and berth in the CFP national title game.

By Thomas Ehlers
The Oglethorpe Echo

Oglethorpe County Schools will 
take precautionary measures due to 
the COVID-19 omicron surge, but 
students will return to school as 
planned on Jan. 10. 

Superintendent Beverley Levine 
said the system plans to temporar-
ily restrict non-essential visitors, 
limit field trips and have students 
eat in their classrooms. The system 
will also reduce large group gather-
ings and social distance to the ex-
tent possible. 

Levine also said the schools 
would be fogged weekly.

“We are going to return to a lot 
of the strategies that we used to 
start the school year, with our No. 
1 goal being to keep students and 
staff safe while being in school,” 
Levine said in an email. “We will 
continue to monitor our COV-
ID numbers closely and adjust as 
needed.” 

There have been 123 COV-
ID-19 cases in Oglethorpe Coun-
ty the past two weeks through Jan. 
4, according to the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health. Forty-three 
percent of the county is fully vac-
cinated.

Teachers start back on Jan. 6 and 
staff returns on Jan. 7.

COVID-19 surge leads 
to school precautions
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Stetson scores one for dreamers

PublIc MeeTIngs

Monday, Jan. 10
n Lexington Downtown Development Authority, 
Lexington City Hall, 7 p.m. 
n Oglethorpe County Zoning Board, Board of Com-
missioners Board Room, 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 11
n Crawford City Council, Crawford City Hall, 7 p.m.
n Maxeys City Council, Maxeys City Hall, 7 p.m.
n Winterville City Council, Winterville Auditorium, 
6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 13
n Lexington City Council, Lexington City Hall, 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, Jan. 18
n Oglethorpe County Board of Education Work Ses-
sion, Central Office, 7 p.m.

Long before he could shake a 
red and black pompom, Stetson 
Bennett IV was destined to be a 
Georgia Bulldog.  

Three days before the future 
quarterback was born in 1997, his 
mom was sitting in Sanford Sta-
dium, shaking her red and black 
pompom. Both of No. 13’s par-
ents — Denise and Stetson III — 
are graduates of UGA’s pharma-
cy school.

By now, if you follow college 
football, you know Stetson’s sto-
rybook path from walking on at 
Georgia in 2017, with no schol-
arship, to walking away from the 
2021 Orange Bowl with its offen-
sive MVP trophy. 

He got that award the old-fash-
ioned way — he earned it, with 
his arm, his legs and his third-gen-
eration gridiron DNA. Stetson 
connected 20 of his 30 passes — 
with no interceptions — for 313 
yards and three touchdowns. And 
the Wolverines’ sack-happy defen-
sive ends never caught scrambling 
Stetson.

Did the MVP hoist the massive 
silver bowl over his head for the 
world to see?

No, that’s not Stetson. 
What he did do was to give 

credit to his teammates and coach-

es. And while 
No. 13 was on 
the ceremoni-
al stage in Mi-
ami’s Hard 
Rock Stadium, 
fans joined 
his team-
mates chant-
ing, “Stetson, 
Stetson, Stet-

son!” Interlaced 
were chants 
of “Mailman, 
Mailman, Mail-
man!” How 

Stetson got the nickname is anoth-
er chapter in his storybook. 

One day at Pierce County 
High School football practice, he 
showed up wearing a U.S. Postal 
Service cap. During Stet’s career, 
he rushed for more than 1,000 
yards and passed for 9,000-plus 
yards, racking up about 100 touch-
downs.  

Yep, the “Mailman” really de-
livered for the Bears.  

Surely Sports Illustrated will 
stumble upon this story one day.

During the Michigan-Georgia 
game, I heard one of ESPN’s an-
nouncers say, “Stetson may nev-
er take a snap in the NFL, but he 
is already a legend with the Bull-

dogs.”  Legend, I agree. About the 
NFL, I am not so sure. You and 
I have seen a host of undersized 
overachievers excel at the “next 
level.”  

No, I am not going to second-
guess any of Stetson’s dreams.

Let’s say Stetson never takes a 
pro snap. Still, he has become a 
legend that extends far beyond the 
Bulldog Nation. Stetson is a tes-
tament to the power of determina-
tion in chasing your dream.  

Imagine how many little-boy 
dreamers will study the story of 
Stetson and tell themselves, “I can 
do that, too.”

But those dreamers will need to 
take their studies deeper into Stet-
son’s life.  

Stet III organized a wrestling 
program to help his young son get 
stronger. Stet IV played basket-
ball and ran track, a sprinter. As 
a shortstop, he was named Geor-
gia’s Class AAA baseball player 
of the year. He could have claimed 
a college baseball scholarship — 
no doubt — but his dream was to 
quarterback the Georgia Bulldogs.

Stetson Bennett IV decided that 
as soon as he was old enough to 
shake a red and black pompom.

Donations will be tax-deductible, retroactively, when our 
501(c)(3) application is approved by the IRS.

 (706) 401-0620

Stetson Bennett IV never doubted where he wanted to be a college quarterback.  Growing up in 
South Georgia, his heart was set on UGA, as family photos confirm. In the center photo, Buddy Ben-
nett, right, a scrambling high school and college quarterback, poses with his son, Stetson III, and 
grandson, Stetson IV. Bennett (below left) uses his scrambling DNA to avoid a Michigan defender. 
ESPN’s Rece Davis (below right) interviews Bennett, the 2021 Orange Bowl’s offensive MVP.  

BENNETT FAMILY/SUBMITTED PHOTOS

PERRY MCINTYRE, UGA SPORTS/SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Here’s how to 
contact your officials
City of Arnoldsville
George Spearing IV, Mayor 
706-202-0470 (c)
Betty Coy, Clerk
Council members
Norma Craddock
Danny Morcom
Jack Norman
Danny Sniff
Tracy Massey

City of Crawford
Seavy O’Neal, Mayor 
706-255-9215
buildingwrights@windstream.net

Amy Wall-Lance, Clerk
ajwlance@windstream.net
706-743-5260

Council members
Diane Brewer
Brenda Butler 
Kathy Little
Sandra Sheridan
Helen Smith

City of Lexington
Craig Snow, Mayor 
Mayor@lexingtonga.org
Kim Bradford, Clerk
clerk@lexingtong.org  
706-743-3322
Council members
Cindy Haynes
Ralph Maxwell
Greg Reece
Jill Severn
Ronnie Boggs

City of Maxeys
Warren Gilson, Mayor
Sherry Gilson, Clerk
cityofmaxeys@gmail.com
Council members
Danny Gorman
Teresa Churchwell
Carrie Hyatt
Shirley Callahan
Edward Toledano

Oglethorpe County Commission
Jay Paul, Chairman 
706-401-0620
jaypaul@oglethorpecountyga.gov
Commissioners
Phil Sanders (District 1) 
706-759-3655 
phil.familyventure@windstream.
net
Andy Saxon (District 2) 
706-743-5919 

red529@windstream.net
David Clark (District 3) 
706-742-8612 
drclarkdist3@windstream.net
William C. Brown (District 4) 
706-202-0629 
wbrownboc4@gmail.com
Tracy Norman (District 5) 
706-207-4003 
commissionertracynorman@gmail.
com

County Constitutional Officers
David Gabriel — Sheriff
P.O. Box 15
Crawford, GA 30630
115 Buddy Faust Road, Crawford, 
GA 30630
706-743-8101
dgabriel@oglethorpesheriff.org

Sheila Arnold — Tax Commis-
sioner
P.O. Box 305
339 West Main Street
Lexington, GA 30648
706-743-8422
706-743-8837 (fax)
sarnold61@windstream.net

Kayla Grier — Probate Judge
P.O. Box 70
109 E. Boggs St. Lower Level
Lexington. GA 30648
706-743-5350
706-743-3514 (fax)
kgrier@oglethorpecountyga.gov

Kelli P. Smith — Clerk of Superi-
or Court
P.O. Box 68
111 West Main Street
Lexington, GA 30648
706-743-5731
706-743-5335 (fax)
kellismith@gsccca.org

Meghan Coile — Chief Magistrate 
Judge
P.O. Box 356
109 East Boggs Street
Lexington, GA 30648
706-743-8321
706-743-3177 (fax)
oglethorpemagistratecourt@
oglethorpecountyga.gov

Howard Sanders — Coroner
P.O. Box 131
Lexington, GA 30648
706-338-4674
nhsanders55@yahoo.com
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Why pay $1 for 
your copy of The Echo?
 When you can subscribe for as little as 

42 cents per week.

Amount Received: ______________________

Subscription # ________________  From ______________   To _______________

New             Renewal

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________

    In-County            Adjoining County           Elsewhere in GA            Out-of-State
1yr $21.60 (incl tax) 1yr $28.08 (incl tax) 1yr $34.56 (incl tax) 1yr $35 (no tax)

We’ve been Oglethorpe County’s recorder of happenings and history 
since 1874. Sign up or renew today.  We have news for you! 
And by today’s standards, Th e Oglethorpe Echo is a bargain.

Everything costs more these days. Printing, postage, payroll, and 
every other cost for Th e Oglethorpe Echo since the single-copy price was 

raised to 50 cents in the 1980s. 
On December 1, 2021, the single-copy price will be $1. Now is a great 
time to subscribe, save and have your newspaper mailed to your home 

or business. 
If you provide your email address, you will receive—free—a digital copy 
of each edition on your computer, tablet or cell phone, plus the printed 

edition, too. Th is bonus will begin soon.

Look at the value of The Oglethorpe Echo in comparison to these items:

b O l h C

= $2.09
$1.39 = 

THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Serving Oglethorpe County since 1874

P.O. Box 268, Lexington, GA 30648 | 706.743.3111
oglethorpeecho@gmail.com

= $1.00

= $1.69
$1.99 = 
= $1.79

$1.69 = 

Thanks to sheriff
for quick response

Editor,
On Saturday, Jan. 1, I called the 

Oglethorpe County Sheriff’s De-
partment. I would like to thank the 
great men and women of this of-
fice, the fire department and the 
EMC team for the quick response 
to the needs of an elderly gentle-
man in distress.

This team of young men and 
women went above and beyond its 
call of duty.

I feel fortunate to own a home 
in an area with such dedicated and 
efficient workers.

So many times, people write 
complaints of dissatisfaction, and 
very few acknowledge a job well 
done.

Keep up the good work!
Charles Bowman, Lexington

 

Many lies surround 
Capitol attack

Editor,
On Jan. 6, 2021, supporters of 

President Trump breached the 
U.S. Capitol, turning the seat of 
American democracy into the 
scene of unforgettable crime. 

After marching down Penn-
sylvania Avenue, rioters over-
whelmed police, surrounding the 
Capitol. They pushed past them, 
stripped them of their weap-
ons, dragged them to the ground, 
sprayed them with chemical irri-
tants, beat them, bludgeoned them 
or tased them.

They broke down barricades, 
scaled walls, shattered windows 
and chanted “Hang Mike Pence.” 
Congressional staff took cover 
wherever they could as the crowd 
snaked through the building’s his-
toric hallways.

Since that day, members of 
the anti-democracy movement 
pushed, “are you going to be-
lieve what I tell you or your lying 
eyes?” They said Jan. 6 was insti-
gated by undercover left-wing ac-
tivists who were part of antifa. 

That was proved false. They 
said rioters hadn’t used force and 
Congressman Andrew Clyde lik-
ened the events to “a normal 
tourist visit.” Video proved that 
wrong.

They claimed the attack on the 
Capitol had nothing to do with 
race, even though white suprem-
acists and far-right militia groups 
were among the most active par-
ticipants, and many rioters wore 
racist T-shirts. They suggested the 
whole affair was staged by the 
government, a false flag opera-
tion. Others suggested it was en-
tirely a peaceful protest.  All of 
that was wrong.

Lies about the Jan. 6 Capitol 
attack and its significance is the 
2021 Lie of the Year.

Peggy Perkins, Winder
 

Legion offers 
support, home

Editor,
The American Legion is a non-

profit national organization of war 
veterans. It is made up of state 
posts, which in turn, are made up 
of local posts. The Legion is made 
up of men and women who swore 
with an oath of their lives to de-
fend and protect this beautiful 
country. 

The vision of the American Le-
gion is: “Veterans Strengthening 
America.” We do this by support-
ing our current and former mem-
bers of the military. Our building 
provides a place for those veterans 
to reach out and support each oth-
er. While this is one of the most 
important pieces to our service, 
we also do so much more.  

The Legion values community 
and family engagement.  

At post #123 in Lexington, we 
contribute much to our commu-
nity. I felt it was time we let our 
community know how much we 
support Oglethorpe County and 
surrounding communities through 
donations, use of our facilities 
and public events. Not only are 
the veterans working hard, but we 
are also supported by our Sons of 
veterans and Auxiliary branches. 
Many people from this communi-
ty make this a success.  

We want you to think of our Le-
gion as part of your communi-
ty. We have days that are open to 
members and their guests only, 
but we also have many events that 
are open to the public.  

This year, we will be opening 

more opportunities for you to sup-
port the Legion, which in turn, 
supports your community. These 
include breakfasts on the sec-
ond and fourth Tuesday of each 
month; steak night every Thurs-
day night; karaoke Fridays, oppor-
tunities for dances multiple times 
a month and many more. You can 
find these dates on our facebook 
account.

Many Legions and VFWs have 
closed due to lack of engagement 
and money. This is a travesty and 
a visceral loss to our communities.  

Post #123 remains strong due 
to great volunteer leadership, led 
by commander Carol Eidson and 
community support. We ask that 
you remember us when thinking 
of where you want to spend qual-
ity time.  

The American Legion Post 
#123 in Lexington welcomes you 
to our home in 2022.  

Debbie Furbish

There’s no need for 
mailbox mayhem 

Editor,
Someone was out causing mail-

box mayhem on the morning of 
Dec. 27. And apparently, my hus-
band and myself were their vic-
tims.

Not only do we need a new 
mailbox, but also a new post.

This is not right!
We wonder how many oth-

er mailboxes have come under at-
tack. Eventually, this will catch up 
with you if you’re doing it on pur-
pose.

If it was an accident, the person 
should’ve come forward and at 
least apologized. 

We are two 60-plus-year-old 
disabled veterans on a fixed in-
come. It isn’t cheap or easy to re-
place mailboxes for us.

Keith and Auroralee Sanders, 
Crawford

Questions abound 
about county job

Editor,
The trend in Georgia is for 

county governments to adopt a 
structure for professional manage-
ment, typically a county adminis-
trator or manager. The difference 
between the two is that a coun-
ty manager typically reports to the 
full commission, while a coun-
ty administrator shares executive 
authority with, and reports to the 
commission chair.

A county administrator is the 
chief administrative official of the 
county and is responsible for the 
day-to-day operations of the coun-
ty. 
n The average salary for a 

county administrator in Georgia is 
$106,121. 
n The population of 

Oglethorpe County is 15,617. 
There are 40 counties in Geor-
gia with a population of between 
10,000 and 21,000. Of these 40 
counties, 15 (37.5%) have a com-
mission-manager system of gov-
ernment, 13 (32.5%) have a com-
mission-administrator system 
and 12 (30.0%) have a traditional 
commission.    
n In counties with between 

10,000 and 21,000 population, the 
average county manager/adminis-
trator entry level salary is $66,853 
annually, with a maximum aver-
age salary of $78,823 per year.   

Josh Hawkins is the front-
runner candidate for the posi-
tion of the newly proposed coun-
ty administrator position for 
Oglethorpe County. He current-
ly holds the title of Director of Fi-
nance and Compliance. Until re-
cently, he was also Open Records 
Custodian, a title that county at-
torney Chip Ferguson has recent-
ly assumed. 

Chairman Jay Paul’s state-
ment that “he’s basically doing 
the same job, just with a different 
name” with regard to this new po-
sition is puzzling. How much au-
thority will the county administra-
tor have over department heads, 
county boards and staff positions? 
Will duties include preparation of 
the county budget? Will there be a 
new position for finance director? 
What about the IT/IS department?

Has a written job description 
for this new position been creat-
ed? Has the salary range been de-
termined? The position should be 
advertised and candidates inter-
viewed. Just like a real job in this 
salary range.

Ray Channell, Stephens

leTTers TO The echO
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Oglethorpe County Rainfall Reporting Network
Name (CoCoRaHS Number) Location                 Dec. 27-Jan. 3                                          
Lee Thaxton (OG-2)     Upper Flatwoods      5.41
Danny Hartley (OG-4)     Palmetto         4.37
Kevin Hartley (OG-4)     Arnoldsville      4.27
Danny Morcom (OG-5)        Arnoldsville   4.34
Paul Webb (OG-10)           Lexington   5.35
Wayne Hughes (OG-12)       Wolfskin   5.32
Gwen Hirsch (OG-15)         Smithonia   3.73
Michael Moody (OG-20)       Glade   2.19
Kathrine Clark (OG-29)      Lexington   4.30

Oglethorpe County average rainfall for the week: 4.64 inches. 
Athens rainfall for the week:  3.21 inches (typical weekly 0.92).
Measurements reported 7 a.m. Monday.  

Vecteezy.com

When I was growing up, you 
heard about the seven-year locusts. 
Folks would say, “They’re com-
ing!” And when they did, every-
body knew it.  

When I was little, I visited my 
cousins in Newborn, Georgia. I 
remember seeing a bunch of lit-
tle brown hollow emp-
ty shells on trees that 
looked like a big slug 
with legs. These were not 
locusts, but folks called 
them that for some rea-
son.

So, how many people 
do you think know which 
species of our local insect 
friends has the longest 
gestation period from egg 
to adulthood?

The first thing you 
may ask is, “How long 
are we talking about?” 
Well, it’s 17 years. 

Yep! It takes 17 years 
for this bug to grow up. Holy 
moly! What kind of bug takes that 
long to grow up? Hang on! There 
is more to the story.

If you were around in 2007, you 
might remember when the Great 
Southern Brood of these insects 
emerged and kept you up at night 
with a deafening, continual, raspy 
shriek, aka a chirp. I’ve been lis-
tening to it all my life and I never 
gave it much thought.

I remember that some summers 
you heard it and some summers 
you didn’t. I know that when these 
little boogers come out and start 
their love songs, the crickets don’t 
stand a chance.  

There is a way to know that 
there is going to be a nighttime 
deafening chorus that sounds like 

a million maracas being shaken at 
one time.  What happens is, you 
begin to see these little brown in-
sect shells on the sides of trees, 
just sitting there, hollow and emp-
ty.  

Ah ha! They’re coming! It’s go-
ing to be pretty loud for a few 
nights after that.

OK! It’s time for the answer.  
We’re talking about the Great 

Eastern Brood of the 17-year cica-
da, wrongly named the seven-year 

locust.
It’s a pretty ugly bug with huge 

red eyes, spider-like legs and long 
wings. 

In Georgia, we have what is 
known as brood XIV, which last 
emerged in 2007. If you do the 
math, you will quickly realize 
that they will emerge in two more 
years.

The odd thing about these bugs 
is that there are 16 different broods 
that emerge throughout the eastern 
United States at different times. 
Brood X emerged in New England 
this past summer. No more broods 
will emerge until ours in 2024. 
Then the next year, in 2025, brood 
XIX will emerge in the Great 
Lakes area.

They breed and the females lay 

eggs in a slit they make on a small 
tree branch. Ten weeks later, the 
nymphs hatch out and drop to the 
ground, where they borough about 
12 inches and feed on tree roots.

In the spring of their 16th year, 
they tunnel up near the surface and 
wait. Then, just before their 17th 
birthday, they dig themselves out 
and start crawling up a tree and 
shed their shell.

Like a butterfly, they take a day 
or so to mature and pump all the 

fluids into their hard exo-
skeleton and wings. Then 
the males start singing 
their love songs to attract 
the females, who are just 
emerging. A large percent-
age of the males get eaten 
by predators.

These odd creatures live 
about two to three weeks 
with only one purpose; to 
meet, mate and lay eggs.  

This starts the 17-year 
cycle all over again. 

Toward the end of this 
cycle, you can find dy-
ing individuals sitting on 
a limb or leaf.  They may 

buzz or try to fly. The only way 
you are going to catch one is if he 
or she is near the end of their lives.  

Oh Yeah! They have large 
wings, but they don’t fly far. They 
don’t swarm and they don’t mi-
grate. They live their lives out 
within an eighth of a mile of where 
they were born.  

So, they live 200 months — 
99.5% of their lives — under-
ground and about a month out in 
the trees, screaming their heads off 
and propagating the species.

Back in the day, people used 
to sit out on the porch in the eve-
nings, waiting for the house to cool 
off. They would rock, talk to each 
other about their day and listen to 
cicadas chirp. In between cicada 
cycles they listened to the crickets.

Tales of Sandy Cross
Bugs in the night

Charlie Snelling

Dennis Peter Helmreich 
Attorney-at-Law

120  W. Main Street
Lexington, Georgia 30648

706-743-3410

To all our readers, may we have a 
fun, prosperous, productive, and 

enjoyable 2022.

uPcOMIng

The Oglethorpe County High 
School Class of 1980 is planning 
a reunion in 2022 at the Chateau 
Elan Winery and Resort in Brasel-
ton. If interested, please contact 
Lenita Armstrong (706-224-0850) 
or Faye Appling Sorrells (706-
286-6617). 

Rocky Branch Baptist Church 
(58 Millstone Church Road, 
Carlton) will celebrate the eighth-
year anniversary of pastor David 
Bell and first lady Brenda Joyce 
Bell at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 9. Dinner 
will be served after the service. 
The public is invited. If you don’t 
have a mask, one will be provid-
ed for you.

WeeKly

The Oglethorpe County Rota-
ry Club meets at 7:15 a.m. Fridays 
at the Farm Bureau, with meetings 
lasting from 7:30-8:30 a.m.

Here is the schedule:
n Jan. 7: United Way
n Jan. 14: Rotary Student of 

the Month

Oglethorpe County Library 
presents Toddler/Pre-K Story 
Time, featuring stories, rhymes 
and songs, at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
days. The children will receive a 
craft kit that they can take home. 
Space is limited, so call the li-
brary (706-743-8817) to reserve 
a spot or register at oglethorpepl.
libcal.com/event/8515387. 

The Antioch Baptist Church 
meets at 11 a.m. every Sunday at 

135 Railroad Road, Stephens. Sun-
day School is held at 10 a.m. For 
more information, email antioch-
baptist.stephens@gmail.com.

The Athens Area Religious So-
ciety of Friends, known as Quak-
ers, meet for worship from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Sunday, at 2092 U.S. 
Highway 78, Athens Road (the 
historic Cherokee Corner Church). 
Our worship is prayer and medita-
tion. All are invited.

Winterville Center for Com-
munity & Culture, 371 N. Church 
St., Winterville, offers Chair Yoga 
from 6-7 p.m. Jan. 4-Feb. 8. Mary 
Moseley will teach a class that will 
help “develop your imagination, 
expand your self-awareness, im-
prove communication, work co-
operatively and allow you to ex-
press a healthy release of emo-
tions,” the center states. Cost: $60 
for six weeks. Call 706-742-0823, 
visit the center or go to the website 
(wintervillecenter.com/classes/).

Winterville Center for Com-
munity & Culture ,  371 N. 
Church St., Winterville, offers 
Creative Dramatics from 9-10 a.m. 
Jan. 3-Feb. 28 (No class on Jan. 
17). Nicole Bechill will teach a 
class that promotes deep breath-
ing, mindfulness and inward lis-
tening. Cost: $80 for eight weeks. 
Call 706-742-0823, visit the center 
or go to the website (winterville-
center.com/classes/).

annOunceMenTs

Northeast Georgia CASA 
seeks volunteers to be advocates 
for children in foster care in our 

eight-county service area. Advo-
cates help to inform the court of 
the child’s well-being and make 
recommendations for the best in-
terest of the child. Children with 
an advocate do better in school, 
receive more appropriate services 
and find permanent homes more 
readily. CASAs are a valuable pro-
tection for the most at-risk youth 
in our community. CASA training 
begins in January. Contact Chuck 
Taylor at   Chuck.Taylor@north-
eastgacasa.org or call 706-886-
1098.

Ninth District Opportuni-
ty, Inc. announces Home Heat-
ing & Water Help for the Elder-
ly and Medically Homebound 
for  Ogle thorpe  County  and 
many surrounding area coun-
ties. Households in which ev-
ery member is age 65 and older 
or is medically homebound due 
to health reasons may apply for 
assistance with their heating and 
water bills. One-time payments 
will be made by check issued to 
the home heating and water sup-
pliers up to $500 each. Eligibili-

ty is based on the income of all 
household members. When ap-
plying for assistance, persons 
will present verification of age 
for everyone in the home, veri-
fication of all household income 
received within the past 30 days 
(check stubs, public assistance 
checks, unemployment checks, 
etc.); verification of Social Se-
curity numbers for everyone in 
the home, verification of citizen-
ship (driver’s license, state ID, 
etc.), and the most recent heat-
ing source and electric bill and 
water bill. Bring all documenta-
tion as we can no longer obtain 
the Information for you. All el-
igible applicants are asked to 
contact Ninth District Opportu-
nity, Inc.’s scheduling system at 
855-636-3108 or www.ndo.org/
eap. No walk-ins, please. Ap-
pointments will be scheduled un-
til all funds are exhausted. Addi-
tional information will be made 
available online at www.ndo.org. 
Only households 65 years of age 
and older or medically home-

bound can apply now. Applicants 
that do not meet the required cri-
teria will be denied. Ninth Dis-
trict Opportunity, Inc. is an equal 
opportunity agency while pro-
viding services without regard to 
age, race, religion, gender, sexu-
al orientation, disability, national 
origin, or any other classification 
or category.

cOMMunITy calendar

deb’s cOMMunITy OuTreach
Goodness and mercy will follow you every day of your life. That in-

cludes today. 
Happy January birthday to Jake Howard, Rachel Pritchett, Sharekia 

Mitchell-Watson. Claudia Gantt and Chip Rosenthal.
No matter how you feel today, wake up thankful just to be alive this 

morning with a smile on your face, and grateful for God’s mercy and His 
grace. 

Don’t forget to join us at 7 p.m. every Tuesday for the “War Room 
Show” via Facebook Live. This year, we will focus more on our beauti-
ful Oglethorpe County communities and working together to build a bet-
ter relationship in all aspects of staying safe and prayed up. Delbra Kend-
rick is the host, Sharon Crawford is the co-host. 

We look forward to better and brighter days.
A fish fry will be held at 11 a.m. Jan. 7 at 836 Smokey Road, Craw-

ford. They will be selling tilapia plates and sodas. Please call 706-351-
8969 for more information. All donations will benefit the church.

The St. John Indoor Yard Sale will be held at 8 a.m. Jan. 8 at 632 
Crawford-Smithonia Road in Crawford. There are a variety of items, in-
cluding dressers with mirrors, a china cabinet, bookshelves, entertain-
ment centers, couches, loveseats, chairs, recliners, ottomans, home decor, 
dishes, pots and pans, dorm refrigerator, free clothes and more. Please 
call 706-202-6707 for more information. All donations will benefit the 
church.

Pastor Larry Clark and the New Zion Church of Jesus Christ invite 
your church to a benefit program for John & Latasha Gresham, whose 
belongings were destroyed by a house fire. This program is scheduled for 
4 p.m. Jan. 29, 2022. Please support this needy cause.

Please continue to pray for the sick, shut-ins, bereaved, homeless, our 
school system, pastors and churches, and all those in need of a break-
through. Even when everyone else only sees our faults, God still sees our 
possibilities.

Big ‘O’ Thought For The Week: Forget the day’s troubles. Remember 
the day’s blessings. Because each day is a blessing. Greatness is yours!

Headmaster’s Corner
By Steve Cummings

NEW YEAR’S CLASSIC
After taking a year off 

because of Covid, the annual 
New Year’s Classic Bible Quiz 
Tournament is back on at ACS. 
This is always a special day for 
our school, as we host one of 
the largest tournaments in the 
country.

Bible Quizzing is one of the 
unique extracurricular activities 
offered at ACS. Bible Quiz stu-
dents memorize large portions 
of Scripture and then compete 
in tournaments where they are 
asked questions about the pas-
sages they have committed to 
memory.

This year’s tournament will 
include teams from Georgia, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Florida, Pennsylvania, and 
Wisconsin. These students are 
hiding God’s Word in their 
hearts and meditating on it often 
— one of the many benefits of a 
Christian school education.  

uPdaTe FrOM arnOldsvIlle

What did our parents do to ward off boredom before the internet 
evolved? I asked my 18 brothers and sisters, and they didn’t know, either.

Hope everyone had a great Christmas with family and friends. Johnny 
and I enjoyed a nice breakfast and visit with our granddaughter, Kathryn, 
her husband, Jeff, and Bennett and Jack on Christmas morning. Our son, 
Jay, and his wife, Tina, joined us, along with grandson Chris. Bennett and 
Jack had lots of things to play with, and especially enjoyed the big blow-
up bouncy house. It was so warm, Santa left it on the back deck, so all 
enjoyed watching the boys have a great time.

In the afternoon, we left and went to Lavonia for a great visit on 
Christmas night. We were with our daughter, Jen, our son, John, and his 
wife, Merry, and our friend LaDonna. The shrimp and fried oyster supper 
was extra good. We enjoyed a couple of days with the Lavonia group — 
real lazy days of eating and just being together.

Jay and Tina had a busy New Year’s weekend with the grandchildren, 
and Kathryn and Jeff celebrated the same with a special weekend date. 
We wished Tina a happy birthday on Jan. 2.

Our pastor, Nathan, was sick on Sunday and unable to attend church. 
He was sorely missed, and we hope he soon feels better.

So glad we were able to share our fellowship building with several 
families for their Christmas get-togethers. Arnoldsville Baptist is a good 
place for people to meet and have a good time. We thank all the people 
who enjoyed the parties.

I appreciate Beverly Gabriel and granddaughter Abby for helping put 
away all the decorations at church. We enjoyed going to Trava’s Dog 
Gone Good Cafe for lunch. Our meal was really good. I had a grilled 
roast beef sandwich with a bowl of wild rice and chicken soup. 

We’ll go back soon — it was worth working at church to have such a 
treat. Trava’s is located in the Oak Tree Plaza. If you haven’t been, you’re 
missing out on really good food. Let’s support our local businesses!

I got a really nice Christmas present: six batteries for my golf cart. 
About $98 each, but I use the cart a lot. I put a big trash can on the back 
where golf bags go, and can haul a lot of stuff. I love being outside. After 
knee surgery, I’m now moving around much better.

Joseph and Chinelle Duke are enjoying a trip to Colorado. This was 
a special treat from Joseph to Chinelle for Christmas and for graduating 
from UGA. Grandparents are looking after baby Charlie.

We enjoyed watching the UGA game and are so proud of the team. 
We’re looking forward to the game on Jan. 10 and wish them the best.

— Jean Fleming
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B & C
Well Pump 

Repair 
Installation and 

Trenching

Bo Smith  
& Cory Smith

Free Estimates
 Bo: 706-340-6572 - Cell

Cory: 706-340-6396 - Cell

WILLIAMS TREE SERVICE
& LAND CLEARING

“From the top of the tree down to the roots - We Can Do It All”
- Cell Ph. - 706-255-6764 - text only

CARY WILLIAMS
Owner/Operator

• Fully Insured • Free Estimates • Full Equipped 
 • Specializing in Dangerous Tree Removals

 • Stump Grinding   • Land Clearing • Hauling  
• Chipping   Equipment

 • Bobcats   • Chipper  • Dump Trucks
Also Available: Mulch & Firewood - Delivery or Pick-up

Unique scholarship benefits Maxeys residents

By Mackenzie Tanner
The Oglethorpe Echo

All is bright for Maxeys resi-
dents who live within a 1-mile ra-
dius of a marker in the middle of 
town, marking A.T. Brightwell’s 
former home. 

For more than 60 years, the 
giving spirit of both Brightwell 
and his son Guy Brightwell have 
lived on through the A.T. Bright-
well Scholarship, which has been 
awarding students who meet the 
geographical, as well as academic, 
criteria with free tuition.

It has provided over $2 million 
of scholarship money for 218 stu-
dents since the fund was incorpo-
rated. 

“The scholarship has helped 
many families in our community 
since the late 1950s,” Maxeys resi-
dent Barbara Cabaniss said. “Some 
would not have been able to fur-
ther their education without the 
scholarship.” 

While A.T. Brightwell was al-
ways interested in educating the 
children of the town he grew up in;  
his son took this idea and support-
ed it financially. 

“Guy Brightwell is the one who 
endowed the scholarship. … he 
was a very successful man, end-
ing up owning a good deal of real 
estate and other properties in Bir-
mingham, and from that is where 
his funds came,” said John Ste-
phens, president of the Brightwell 
scholarship board.

When Guy died in 1957, he left 
a will in memory of his father. 

However, the original intention 
was not to start a scholarship pro-
gram, but rather to build a new 
school building in Maxeys. 

“His son, recognizing the im-
portance of education, indicated 
that the money would be to build 
a new school building,” Stephens 
said. “The problem that came with 
that was by the time that the will 
was probated, the school system 
had been consolidated into a coun-
ty-wide system and there was no 
longer a school in Maxeys.” 

With the ultimate goal of con-
tinuing education in mind, the 
judges at the time felt Brightwell’s 

intentions could be met by creating 
a fund that would go toward cre-
ating a scholarship fund for eligi-
ble students. 

While both the HOPE and Zell 
Miller scholarships provide finan-
cial support to residents of Geor-
gia who attend in-state institutions, 
the Brightwell Scholarship is dif-
ferent. 

It covers the cost of attendance 
in full at any institution, including 
technical schools, both in or out of 
state, as long as the student meets 
the requirements set in place by 
the board of trustees. 

“It was a financial help to my 
husband, Bill and both of our chil-
dren, especially since our children 
chose to attend a Christian college 
out of state,” Cabaniss said. 

Another main criterion, other 
than meeting the geographic re-
quirements, is that the students’ 
parents must remain residents of 
Maxeys — within the 1-mile radi-
us — for the duration of the time 
their student is in school to contin-
ue to receive the scholarship. 

“If while you are in college, 
your parents move off to Denver, 
when you send us your report, you 
are not going to get a check back 
because your parents have left 
Maxeys,” Stephens said. 

CHARLES 
FLEMING

Hauling
Clearing 
Grading

706 202-3897

OgleThOrPe cOunTy vOTer 
regIsTraTIOn sTaTIsTIcs
DECEMBER 2021

BY PRECINCT  ACTIVE  INACTIVE  TOTALS
BEAVERDAM   3560   97   3657
CRAWFORD   2988   84   3072
LEXINGTON   4248   138   4386
TOTALS   10,796   319   11,115

BY DISTRICT
DISTRICT 1   1874   60   1934
DISTRICT 2   1993   70   2063
DISTRICT 3   2533   67   2600
DISTRICT 4   2239   57   2296
DISTRICT 5   2157   65   2222
TOTALS   10,796   319   11,115

NOVEMBER 2021  10,786   325   11,111
DECEMBER 2021  10,796   319   11,115
GAIN/LOSS                 10+                 6-   4+

PREPARED BY STEVE McCANNON, ELECTION SUPERVISOR

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Barbara Cabaniss’ husband Bill 
and their two children used 
the Brightwell Scholarship to 
attend college.

RADIUS OF ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLDS

Map created using calcmaps.com

The A.T. Brightwell Scholarship means free tuition for students who meet the academic criteria 
and whose parents are residents of Maxeys — within a 1-mile radius of the Brightwell Schol-
arship marker.

SARAH WHITE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
The Brightwell Scholarship marker is in downtown Maxeys. 
Maxeys residents that live within a 1-mile radius of this marker are 
eligible for full college scholarships.

Brightwell offers full
ride for town’s students
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legals

classIFIeds
eMPlOyMenT

JOB OPENING
Quiet Oaks Health Care has imme-

diate day and night time openings for 
LPNs to work 12-hour shifts with ev-
ery other weekend off. The hours are 
6:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. and from 6:45 
p.m. to 6:45 a.m. There are also im-
mediate openings for CNAs to work 
DAY shift from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. We are offering a new higher 
pay rate and after 90 days benefits 
including insurance/sick pay. Fax 
resumes to 706-743-5455 or email 
to quietoakshealthcare@gmail.com 
or come by 125 Quiet Oaks Drive, 
Crawford, GA 30630. Criminal 

background and drug screen re-
quired. We are an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. TFN

HELP WANTED
Quiet Oaks Health Care has posi-

tions available in Dietary, Laundry, 
and Housekeeping. Different depart-
ments have different schedules. After 
90 days benefits include health and 
dental insurance and sick pay. Fax 
resumes to 706-743-5655 or email 
to quietoakshealthcare@gmail.com 
or come to 125 Quiet Oaks Drive, 
Crawford, GA, to complete an ap-
plication. A Background Check and 
Drug Screen are required. We are an 
equal opportunity employer. TFN  

HELP WANTED
Experienced Carpenter & Cement 

Finisher. Must have Tools & Trans-
portation, be able to travel within 
state. Mileage pay after 60 miles or 
more. Wage $25 per hour. Call: (770) 
337-8958

sales
FOR SALE
Bermuda Hay for Sale. Horse qual-

ity and mixed cow hay. Can deliver: 
Tyrone area, Wilkes County. 706- 
401-0551.

01-06-3p

Staff Report

All information is from the 
Oglethorpe County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrest/booking reports and 
miscellaneous incident reports. 
All defendants are presumed in-
nocent.

arresTs

n  Courtney Devon Campbell, 
Georgia Avenue, Washington, was 
arrested Dec. 20 and charged with 
failure to appear for finger-print-
able charge — misdemeanor and 
violation of window tint law.
n  Laura Rhiannon Byers, Se-

renity Lane, Danielsville, was ar-
rested Dec. 23 and charged with 
following too closely, improper/
erratic lane change, DUI-driving 
under the influence of drugs and 
endangerment of child under 14 
(DUI.)
n  Stanley Tyrone Fleming, 

Dora Bush Hill, Carlton, was ar-
rested Dec. 26 and charged with 
reckless conduct.
n Timothy Jerome Geter, Dun-

lap Road, Winterville, was arrest-
ed Dec. 27 and charged with sen-
tenced to two years state.
n  Martin Paul Gordon, Ever-

lasting Way, Locust Grove, was ar-
rested Dec. 28 and charged with 
expired or no registration or title 
and remove or affix plate to con-
ceal vehicle ID.

 n  Matthew Lester, Cleveland 
Avenue, Macon, was arrested Dec. 
23 and charged with speeding, 
reckless driving and fleeing or at-
tempting to elude a police officer 
— felony.
n James Robert McGraw, Lin-

rose Lane, Malabar, Florida, was 
arrested Dec. 23 and charged with 

failure to drive within a single 
lane, seatbelt violation — adult, 
leaving the scene of accident (hit 
and run), open container in a vehi-
cle and DUI — driving under the 
influence of alcohol.
n Kathy Kynn Morgan, Hilltop 

Road, Athens, was arrested Dec. 
23 and charged with simple assault 
— family Violence.
n Benjume Salazar, Owl Creek 

Road, Comer, was arrested Dec. 
28 and charged with expired or 
no drivers license and defective 
equipment.
n  Jonathan Thomas, Cowart 

Toole Road, Danielsville, was ar-
rested Dec. 24 and charged with 
two counts of battery-family vio-
lence (first offense) misdemeanor 
and cruelty to children — first de-
gree.
n  Trenton Vaughn, Hargrove 

Lake Road, Crawford, was arrest-
ed Dec 27 and charged with flee-
ing or attempting to elude a po-
lice officer-felony, DUI-driv-
ing under the influence of drugs, 
speeding, improper passing in no 
passing zone, driving on wrong 
side of the road, turning position-
signals required, no insurance, 
possession and use of drug relat-
ed objects, reckless driving, tam-
pering with evidence-misdemean-
or and possession of methamphet-
amine.
n Josh Waters, Willow, Alaska, 

was arrested Dec. 26 and charged 
with speeding and driving while li-
cense suspended or revoked (mis-
demeanor.)
n  Stephen Michael Wilkins, 

Bob White Road, Colbert, was ar-
rested Dec. 23 and charged with 
possession of methamphetamine, 
possession and use of drug relat-
ed objects and tampering with evi-
dence-misdemeanor.

nOTIce OF 
FOreclOsure 
OF rIghT TO 
redeeM
Notice Of Foreclosure Of Right To Redeem
Oglethorpe County, Georgia
TO: Ned C. Fielding, Julie M. Fielding, Ned Chris-
topher Fielding, Jr.; and to all heirs, successors 
and assigns, known or unknown; and to all per-
sons claiming title under them; and to any and all 
persons claiming or having record in Oglethorpe 
County, Georgia any right, title or interest in or lien 
upon the following described property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying and being 
in the 226th District, G.M., Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, containing 60.00 acres, more or less, 
and being bounded now or formerly as follows: on 
the northwest by Arthur H. Meyer; on the north-
east by E.R. Hurt; on the southeast by George 
Suddeth; on the south by Fielding and the Dudley 
Farm Road (a county dirt road); and on the south-
west by the right-of-way of Devils Pond Road.
Said tract is more particularly described as to 
courses and distances, metes and bounds, by 
a plat entitled “Survey for: Leo Meyer” by A.P. 
Stevens, Jr., Registered Surveyor, dated May 26, 
1978, and recorded in Plat Book 9, Page 248, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia records. Said plat 
being incorporated herein by reference thereto.
Subject to easements for public roads and public 
utilities now in use.
LESS AND EXCEPT:
All that tract or parcel of land lying and being 
in the 226th District, G.M., Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, containing 53.71 acres, more or less, 
and being bounded now or formerly as follows: on 
the northeast by Hart; on the southeast by Sud-
deth; on the south by Fielding; on the west and 
southwest by the northeasterly right-of-way of 
County Road #S1769; on the northwest by Field-
ing and Arthur Meyer.
Said tract is more particularly described as to 
course and distances, metes and bounds by a 
plat entitled “Survey for: William J. Sanders” By 
W. W. Lester, Registered Surveyor, dated March 
21, 1983, and recorded in Plat Book 10, Page 
237, Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records. Said 
plat is herein incorporated by reference thereto.
As described in Deed Book 5R, Page 491, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records.
LESS AND EXCEPT:
All that tract or parcel of land, together with all 
improvements thereon, situate, lying and being 
in the 226th District, G.M., Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, containing 4.241 acres, more or less, 
and being more particularly described as to 
courses and distances, metes and bounds, by a 
plat entitled “Survey for: Ned Fielding”, by Barker 
& Lester, Registered Surveyor, dated March 21, 
1983, and recorded in Plat Book 18, Page 28, in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia. Said plat is incorpo-
rated herein by reference thereto.
This Deed is given subject to all easements and 
restrictions of record, if any.
As described in Deed Book 10L, Page 237, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records.
As described in Deed Book 50I, Page 234, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records. Further 
described as Map & Parcel 022074A.
The right to redeem the above-described property 
will expire and be forever foreclosed and barred 
on and after February 15, 2022. The tax deed to 
which this notice relates is dated December 1, 
2020, and is recorded in the Office of the Clerk of 
the Superior Court of Oglethorpe County, Geor-

gia, in Deed Book 143 at Page 45. The property 
may be redeemed at any time before February 
15, 2022, by payment of the redemption price as 
fixed and provided by law payable to Robin Tol-
bert Hawkins and delivered to the undersigned 
at 304 E. Washington Street, Athens, Georgia 
30601.
Please be governed accordingly,
Gregory C. Sowell, Attorney at Law
01-13-4p

PeTITIOn FOr 
leTTers OF 
adMInIsTraTIOn
In The Probate Court Of Oglethorpe County 
State Of Georgia
In Re: Estate Of Brianna Lei Knight, Deceased
Estate No. 2021P93
Petition For Letters Of Administration 
Notice
TO: Whom it may concern: Wynnie Marie Sauls 
has petitioned to be appointed administrator of 
the estate of Brianna Lei Knight deceased, of 
said county.  (The petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers con-
tained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before January 17, 2021.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public or be-
fore a probate court clerk, and filing fees must be 
tendered with your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing will be sched-
uled at a later date.  If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350
01-13-4p

nOTIce OF 
PeTITIOn TO 
FIle FOr 
year’s suPPOrT
In The Probate Court Of Oglethorpe County 
State Of Georgia
In Re:  John Frank Murphy, Deceased
Estate No. 2021 P 92
The petition of Jan Hagardorn Murphy, for a 
year’s support from the estate of John Frank Mur-
phy, deceased, for decedent’s surviving spouse, 
having been duly filed, all interested persons are 
hereby notified to show cause, if any they have, 
on or before January 21, 2021, why said petition 
should not be granted.
All objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed on or before the time stated in 

the preceding sentence.  All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a pro-
bate court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to file as 
an indigent party.  Contact probate court person-
nel for the required amount of filing fees.  If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be scheduled at 
a later date.  If no objections are filed the petition 
may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350
01-13-4p

nOTIce TO 
debTOrs and 
credITOrs
Notice to Debtors and Creditors
All creditors of the estate of Raymond Tyrus 
Coile, Sr., late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render their 
demand to the undersigned according to the 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This the 13th day of December, 2021.
Martha A. Coile
79 Creekview Drive
Winterville, GA 30683
01-06-4p

Notice to Debtors and Creditors
All creditors of the estate of Shelley Gladston 
Bailey, late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, de-
ceased, are hereby notified to render their de-
mand to the undersigned according to the law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate are re-
quired to make immediate payment.
This the third day of January, 2022.
Barbara Jannell Bailey
123 Dunbar Place
Winterville, GA 30683
01-27-4p

State of Georgia
Oglethorpe County
Notice To Debtors And Creditors
All creditors of the estate of Christopher Maurice 
Hitchcock, deceased, are hereby notified to ren-
der their demand to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned.
This day, January 3, 2022.
Nikkia M. Hitchcock, Administrator of the Estate 
of Christopher Maurice Hitchcock
Brad Sperr, Attorney
2350 Prince Ave., Ste. 21,
Athens, GA 30606
01- 27-4c

Notice To Debtors And Creditors
All creditors of the estate of Samuel Lee Dut-
ton, Sr., late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render their 
demand to the undersigned according to the 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This the 4th day January, 2022.
Sharon Dutton
34 Myrtle Lane
Arnoldsville, GA 30619
01-27-4p

sherIFF’s rePOrT

Home Listings
*Lovely 3 BR, 2BA craftsman on 5 acres. Completely renovated 
like new. $249,900
*Cute 2BR, 2BA fixer upper with rocking chair front porch in the 
Glade community of Carlton. $130,000

Farm Listings
*Poultry farm with 3 broiler houses, stack house, 3 additional 
poultry houses used for storage along with a 3 BR, 1 BA, 1885 sq. 
ft. brick home all for $699,900

Land Listings
*28.9 acres of mature timber on Pine Grove Rd. in Arnoldsville. 
1300 ft of road frontage. City water available. $259,000
*Tract 1, 20 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $130,000
*Tract 2, 20 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $150,000
*Tract 5, 21 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $140,000
*1.9 acres on Willow St. in Maxeys. City water and scholarship 
available. Great home sites. $24,900
*2.5 acres on Willow St. in Maxeys. City water and scholarship 
available. Great home sites. $24,900
*63.03 wooded acres on Arnoldsville Rd. with over 800 ft. of road 
frontage. City water and natural gas at the street. $504,000
*112 acres of beautiful pines & hardwoods overlooking flow-
ing creek. Great home site. Good hunting tract or get-a-way. 
$325,000

PROPERTY FOR SALE

IRIS INC.
Jake Willcox   
706-338-0765 
willcoxauctions@gmail.com 

Iris Walker  
706-338-8279
apiris1@aol.com

Donna Floyd  
706-206-3587
dfloyd2691@gmail.com

Brian Hill  
706-340-0512
bhill3551@gmail.com

Jessica L. Arnold   
706-338-6566
jessicaleaarnold@outlook.com 

Blake Arnold   
706-340-0866
 blakelarnold@outlook.com

Jake Peacock  
706-255-8762
jacobtpeacock@gmail.com

Brandon Walker
706-338 7586 
bwalker.irisincrealty@gmail.com

Gulf-Atlantic 
Forestry

RELIABLE 
HANDYMAN

706-274-3366 (Brian).  
Licensed.  Home repairs 

to home remodeling.  
Electric, Plumbing, 

Carpentry.   
We show up and get the 

job done. 

VACATION 
RENTAL

Three bedroom, three 
bath beach front con-
dominium available in 
Amelia Island, Fernin-

dina Beach, Florida
Through April 1 - 

Labor Day - $275 per 
night. After Labor Day 
until April First - $175 
per night. Plus $125 
cleaning fee per stay.  

King size bed and two 
queens, fold out double 

bed sofa, single bed 
fold-out love seat. Four 
flat-screen Smart TVs. 
Can access your own 
Netflix or Amazon,  

Full Kitchen, ground 
level patio,breakfast 
nook, large dining 

room table. 
Call 706-224-1400.
Completely booked 
June and July  2022

Available 
February 12-27

The 
OgleThOrPe 

echO

SubScribe TO

P.O. Box 268
Lexington, GA  
30648
706-743-3111
editor@oglethorpeecho.com
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Don’t Risk a Detour.
LOCK IN A LONG-TERM 
FIXED RATE WITH 
FARM CREDIT.*

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
Helping Georgia Grow for Generations® NMLS# 627367

Don’t Risk a Detour.

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
NMLS# 627367

CAUTION 
HIGHER INTEREST 

RATES AHEAD

AgGeorgia.com

706.678.7088

Thursday, Jan. 6
n Basketball: OCMS girls at Athens Acad-
emy, 4:30 p.m.
n Basketball: OCMS boys at Athens Acad-
emy, 5:30 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 7
n Basketball: OCHS JV at Butler, 4:30 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS girls at Butler, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS boys at Butler, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 8
n Basketball: OCMS girls at Loganville Chris-
tian, 10 a.m.
n Basketball: OCMS boys at Loganville 
Christian, 11 a.m.
n Wrestling: Area Duals at OCHS

n Wrestling: OCMS at Peach State Duals
Monday, Jan. 10

n Basketball: Westminster at OCMS girls, 
4:30 p.m.
n Basketball: Westminster at OCMS boys, 
5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 11
n Basketball: Glenn Hills at OCHS girls, 6 
p.m.
n Basketball: Glenn Hills at OCHS boys, 7:30 
p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 13
n Basketball: George Walton at OCMS girls, 
4:30 p.m.
n Basketball: Georgia Walton at OCMS boys, 
5:30 p.m.  

aThleTIcs schedule

OgleThOrPe sPOrTs

RELIABLE 
HANDYMAN

706-274-3366 (Brian).  
Licensed.  Home repairs 

to home remodeling.  
Electric, Plumbing, 

Carpentry.   
We show up and get the 

job done. 

VACATION 
RENTAL

Three bedroom, three 
bath beach front con-
dominium available in 
Amelia Island, Fernin-

dina Beach, Florida
Through April 1 - 

Labor Day - $275 per 
night. After Labor Day 
until April First - $175 

per night. Plus $125 
cleaning fee per stay.  

King size bed and two 
queens, fold out double 

bed sofa, single bed 
fold-out love seat. Four 
flat-screen Smart TVs. 
Can access your own 
Netflix or Amazon,  

Full Kitchen, ground 
level patio,breakfast 
nook, large dining 

room table. 
Call 706-224-1400.
Completely booked 
June and July  2022

Available 
February 12-27

banKsTOn 
cOncreTe & 
cOnsTrucTIOn
(770) 337-8958

Building Slabs, 
Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Retainer Walls, Deco-

rative Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years  
Experience

Big or Small Jobs

MASTERS REALTY, INC 
Timberland, Farms & Lots 
Acquisitions & Sales 
WHIT LESTER 706-202-2996 
gulfatlanticforestry@yahoo.com 

Henderson puts up lofty
numbers as a freshman

By De Turner
The Oglethorpe Echo

A few months ago, freshman 
Kenzie Henderson said her biggest 
goal for the basketball season was 
to dunk. However, her sights have 
shifted away from how she scores, 
to just scoring in general.

The 5-foot-11 post player said 
she now aims to score at least 250 
points each year of high school to 
reach 1,000 by senior year. With 
over 200 current points and 11 reg-
ular-season games left, Henderson 
will likely crush that goal.

“I think that is something she 
will easily do in her junior year, 
maybe before that,” coach Brian-
na Dickens said. “Just in the past 
few months, to see her growth 
from this summer to now … 
her potential is unlimited at this 
point.”

The freshman is the Lady Patri-
ots’ leading scorer and their go-to 
player, averaging 18 points and 15 
rebounds per game. 

Henderson said she feels like 
she is playing well, especial-
ly after her past few games. She 
scored 17 points in a 60-40 victo-
ry over Putnam County on Tues-
day night. And last week, Hen-
derson scored 29 and 25 points to 
lead Oglethorpe County to wins 
over Washington-Wilkes and West 
Hall.

While she is proud of what she 
has accomplished, she is only at 
the beginning of her career. She 
began playing basketball just two 
years ago when her middle school 
PE teacher encouraged her to join 
the team.

Henderson knew her height and 
track skills could be beneficial 
when it came to basketball. How-
ever, she also acknowledged that 
she would have to put in work on 
her own to become a better player, 
specifically before going into high 
school.

“I was nervous because it just 
seemed like a way bigger step,” 
Henderson said. “It just seemed 
like I have to have more athletic 
ability. 

“I worked on my layups the 
most because I didn’t want that to 
be something I couldn’t do,” she 
added. “And shooting, actually, 
my 3s, because I could not shoot 
3s in middle school at all. I just 

practiced on those.”
She spent a lot of time on her 

own improving her skills, but she 
also gave a lot of credit to the 
coaches for her success this sea-
son. She said each practice they 
help her with various aspects of 
the game, like fast breaks and get-
ting back on defense, which have 
allowed her to become more well-
rounded.

Henderson’s talent has pro-
pelled her into a leadership role, 
despite being one of the youngest 
players on the roster. Dickens said 
that while Henderson might not be 
the most outspoken about what she 
brings to the team, her teammates 
see her as a leader and turn to her 
in tough situations.

“She’s very quiet in terms of vo-
cally,” Dickens said,” but athleti-
cally, she shows herself. Everyone 
else responds well. We look to get 
the ball to her. A lot of the things 
we do revolve around her because 
we know if we get her to score, 
that opens up everyone else.”

With only region games left this 
season, Oglethorpe County looks 

to Henderson to help it close out 
strong and return to the playoffs.

“I mean, we’re scoring 50-60 
points a game and she’s averaging 
18 of those,” Dickens said. “And 
around the basket and things like 
that, we’re more comfortable tak-
ing shots knowing that her and 
(McKenzie) Freeman are there to 
clean up your rebounds. We have 
a lot of potential and are hoping 
to use that potential going into the 
next (11) games.”
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Kenzie Henderson is just a freshman, but was averaging 18 points 
and 15 rebounds a game before Tuesday night’s game against 
Putnam County.

SARAH WHITE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Oglethorpe County’s Kirk Ross (12) goes up for a shot in a 63-46 
loss to Putnam County on Tuesday night. Ross scored four points.

Wrestling team 
improves to 20-1

Staff Report

The Oglethorpe County wres-
tling team, ranked No. 1 in Class 
AA, won four matches in the fourth 
annual Doug Eberhardt Memorial 
duals on Saturday to move to 20-1 
this season.

The scores were:
n Oglethorpe County 64, Ath-

ens Christian 9
n Oglethorpe County 45, 

Swainsboro 33
n Oglethorpe County 52, Jeff 

Davis 30
n Oglethorpe County 52, Jack-

son County 15
“We wrestled four different line-

ups in four matches throughout the 
day,” coach Tim Stoudenmire said. 
“We were able to insert almost ev-
ery kid in our program for varsity 
mat time, and that is big for devel-
oping our current team for the fu-
ture. Any time you can get young 
guys matches in live scenarios 
against quality opponents and still 
win, it’s a big plus.”  

The Patriots will host area dual 
championships at 9 a.m. Saturday.

“We are starting, for the first 
time all year, to come together, and 
it’s right on schedule,” Stouden-
mire said.

Tuesday night
Kenzie Henderson and Denim 

Goddard scored 17 points each to 
lead the Oglethorpe County girls 
basketball team to a 60-40 victory 
over Putnam County.

Amber Watkins had 11 points, 
McKenzie Freeman scored nine 
and Aariana Bell added six points 
for the Lady Patriots, who are 9-4 
this season.

J a e l i n  L u m p k i n  l e d  t h e 
Oglethorpe County boys with 10 
points and six steals in a 63-46 loss 
to Putnam County. Will Sampson 
had nine points, four rebounds and 
four steals.

“We are really playing hard, but 
have to play a little bit smarter and 
a little bit more together,” boys 
coach Larry Brown said.
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By Billy Chism

If you haven’t read Dink 
NeSmith’s memoir, you’re 
missing a treat.

Titled, “The Last Man to Let You 
Down: My Daddy the Undertaker,” the 
book is filled with stories about 
his father, Dink Sr., and the values 
Big Dink handed down to his son 
that helped him create a successful 
newspaper group – Community 
Newspapers, Inc.– in Northeast Georgia, Western 
North Carolina and North Florida.

In the book’s introduction, Phil Hudgins, retired 
CNI senior editor, put it this way: “Dink NeSmith 
grew up knowing the value of starched shirts and 
shined shoes. He grew up in the back of a funeral 
home, and his daddy, Dink Sr., believed that 
everyone alive and dead should look sharp.”

Of course, putting your best foot forward and 
having a positive mental attitude are among 
many lessons Dink learned from his father. Other 
characteristics like integrity and courage have 
served Dink well over his 50-year newspaper career. 

This memoir does what most great memoirs do. 
It tells about Dink’s family and friends and how they 
shaped his life while growing up in the Southeast 
Georgia town of Jesup.

In a chapter titled “Home,” Dink sums it up this 
way: “If there’s a better place on earth than home, 
I haven’t found it. No matter where I am on the 
globe, my personal compass is pointing to home 
– Jesup and Wayne County. Each time I cross the 
county line, my spirit lifts.”

Born Dec. 3, 1948, Dink grew up in the 1950s and 
came of age in the mid-60s. It was a time and place 
in small-town Georgia that doesn’t exist anymore. 
His stories about family cars, elementary school 
days and time spent in church put the reader back 
in time.

And when Dink writes about the numerous 
places he worked before heading off to Athens to 
attend the University of Georgia, you realize this 
boy spent most of his time working somewhere 
– from NeSmith Funeral Home to Pope’s Texaco. 
As a 10-year-old, he even worked as a paper boy, 
delivering The Jesup Sentinel. It was his first taste of 
the newspaper business.

In his book, Dink also pays tribute to his mother, 
Marjorie Hildra Vines NeSmith. She was born in 
1924 in Dougherty County’s tiny hamlet of Putney 
in Southwest Georgia. The story of how Marjorie 
and Dink Sr. first met and finally married after he 
returned from World War II is worth the price of the 
book. It’s a love story hard to top.

Dink and his wife, Pam Shirah NeSmith of 
Camilla, have three grown children: Alan NeSmith, 
Emily NeSmith Wilson and Eric NeSmith. Dink and 
Pam have been blessed with eight grandchildren. 
All were boys until June 25, 2014, when the eighth 
grandchild arrived – a girl, Stella NeSmith.

Alan and Heather have two boys: William and 
Fenn. Emily and Tom have four boys: Wyatt, Hayes, 
Henry and Smith. Eric and Connell have a boy and a 
girl: Bayard and Stella.

Today, Dink and Pam live on their rolling-hill 
farm in Oglethorpe County, east of Athens. Earlier 
this year, Dink stepped down from his position 
as co-CEO and president of CNI. Older son, Alan, 
a regional publisher in Habersham County, was 
elevated to CNI chairman.

As for Dink, he was settling into the rural life 
when he learned that the county’s small weekly 
newspaper, The Oglethorpe Echo, was closing. The 
paper’s owner was retiring.

Dink couldn’t bear living in a county without 
a local newspaper, plus he couldn’t sit still in 
retirement. He called the dean of the journalism 
school at the University of Georgia. A plan was 
hatched to keep the paper going.

Soon afterwards, The Echo was donated to a new 
nonprofit in what is now known as The Oglethorpe 
Echo Legacy, Inc. project. In November, journalism 
students, as paid interns, began putting out the 
paper each week. In January, a capstone class in the 
college of journalism will provide content for the 
paper under the guidance of faculty. 

Dink is chairman of the nonprofit which 
publishes the 148-year-old newspaper. overseeing 
the new project. My guess is Big Dink is looking 
down right now, saying to all involved: “Put your 
best foot forward. Have a positive mental attitude.”
(Billy Chism grew up Southwest Georgia, where 
his father was editor and publisher of The Pelham 
Journal. In 2016, Billy retired as publisher of the 
White County News. He and his wife, Patti, live in 
Toccoa.)

‘This memoir is a treat’

Billy Chism
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tle business is difficult to enter be-
cause it’s capital intensive; it took 
a long time for the young college 
graduate to acquire the land and 
cattle he needed. As his farm grad-
ually expanded, so did his ideas 
for future business ventures.

“(I) just always had an idea of 
maybe doing barbecue one day,” 
Gretsch said. “I enjoy it. I enjoy 
eating it. It was a good hobby.” 

Three years ago, he decid-
ed to pull the trigger on that idea. 
Gretsch found a building in the 
heart of Crawford with an interest-
ing history. The building, built in 
1906, served as Ford and Chevro-
let car dealerships for several gen-
erations. When its previous owner 
closed the dealership and began us-
ing the space for storage, Gretsch 
bought the building and converted 
it into a restaurant that pays tribute 
to his family’s musical ties.

Now, the old dealership’s shop 
space, which used to service cars, 
is used as the dining room for 
Gretsch’s restaurant. The kitchen 
is composed of salesman’s offices 
and the old showroom serves as a 
catering space. Gretsch named the 
restaurant G Brand BBQ after the 
Gretsch family brand.  

Gretsch chose the logo for G 
Brand BBQ to incorporate his 
family’s legacy into his own work. 
It “symbolizes the quality and lon-
gevity of the family,” he said.

G Brand BBQ hasn’t been 
open very long, but business has 
boomed. 

Cooking for weddings and oth-
er events has allowed the catering 
side of the restaurant to take off. 
Gretsch also works closely with 
the University of Georgia’s Col-
lege of Agriculture to cater for the 
school’s events each year. Live 
music at the restaurant often draws 
in big crowds.

“(I) couldn’t have imagined how 
successful it’s been,” Gretsch said.

Making an impact
In its short presence in Craw-

ford, G Brand BBQ has found its 
place in the community. In many 
ways, the restaurant has impacted 
Crawford and surrounding areas. 
Through generous meal donations 
to simple daily servitude, Gretsch 

has used his business to encourage 
its community.

“It’s all about serving the peo-
ple and making them feel like 
when they come through the 
doors, they’re sitting at their own 
table at home,” said Angie Paul, 
the kitchen manager. “And when 
they leave, they leave with a smile 
and they want to come back, you 
know, because we showed kind-
ness and we served them with a 
smile.”

G Brand BBQ has also given 
back to the community outside of 
its customer base. From providing 
free meals for those in need to pre-
paring food for first responders, 
the restaurant has reached out to 
its community in many ways.

 “That’s what this community is 

about, though,” Paul said. “It’s not 
just G Brand. It’s people like Mr. 
Fred that want to serve other peo-
ple and like to help people that are 
in need.”

“We’ve been trying to bless 
the community, I guess you could 
say,” Gretsch said. “But, at the 
same time, they’ve blessed us.”

He never struggled to find help 
starting the restaurant or keeping 
it going, calling his staff “the rock 
of what we’ve got here.” Business 
even increased during the peak of 
COVID-19, Gretsch said, because 
of the community’s overwhelming 
support.

“I love it,” Gretsch said. “I love 
the service side. I love feeding peo-
ple. You know, people are happy 
when they’re eating good food.”
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This poster, promoting a 1965 Rolling Stones concert at Georgia 
Southern, is displayed at G Brand BBQ. The poster was contributed 
by Chuck Brooks, who was a member of the fraternity sponsor-
ing the concert. G Brand is located in the building where Brooks’ 
father and grandfather operated an automobile dealership.

ambulances on critical calls. 
The purpose of the innovative 

project is to eliminate unnecessary 
calls to 911, which happen fre-
quently in rural Georgia, where ac-
cess to primary care is limited and 
emergency services often feel like 
the only option. 

This often leads to calling emer-
gency services, even if they might 
not be needed. The QRV can direct 
the patient to alternative services 
if the crew determines the patient 
isn’t in crisis. 

Since the QRV already is in use, 
the county has three months of 
data to show its effectiveness.

Oglethorpe County is the heavi-
est user of the mutual-aid system 
in the region, a system based on 
cooperation and direct action be-
tween groups for mutual benefit, 
and often relies on neighboring 
counties. 

The number of times the county 
relied on mutual aid peaked in the 
first quarter of the year at just over 
20. In the fourth quarter of 2021, the 
use of mutual aid decreased to be-
low 10, due to the use of the QRV.  

“In my opinion, there is use of 
the mutual aid system and there 
is abuse of the mutual aid sys-
tem,” Lewis said. “I don’t think 
we need to count on Madison 
to be part of our response mod-
el. Furthermore, the patient acu-
ity (number of patient transports) 
has decreased.

“We need to run smarter, not 
harder,” he added. “And we got a 

quarter of data that shows prom-
ise.” 

In other news:
n  The SPLOST 2022 Resolu-

tion was unanimously passed. The 
current SPLOST expires Septem-
ber of this year and the 2022 reso-
lution will take effect Jan. 1, 2023. 
n The Board of Elections com-

pensation, which gives board 
members a payment of $35 per 
Board Meeting as opposed to the 
current $12 per hour, was also 
unanimously passed. The board 
meets once a month.  
n  The Association Coun-

ty Commissioners of Georgia 
(ACCG) Annexation Resolution, 
which seeks to give counties relief 
from the cities doing annexation, 
was passed 5-0. 
n The Retirement Plan Amend-

ment was moved to discussion in 
February.
n  The Monthly Financial Re-

port was approved 5-0. 
n  During time for other busi-

ness, it was brought up that a 
landowner is damaging Howard 
Bridge Road by driving heavy 
equipment across it, damaging 
the surface. The landowner has 
been asked to make necessary re-
pairs, but has asked for extensions 
and not complied. District 5 Com-
missioner Tracy Norman wants 
criminal and civil action brought 
against the landowner. 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Oglethorpe County Board of Commissioners voted to extend 
the use the Quick Response Vehicle (QRV) for another six months. 
The QRV is equipped like an ambulance but can’t transport pa-
tients.


