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New gym meets public’s needs
By Thomas Ehlers

The Oglethorpe Echo

Allen Stewart understood that 
a new gym was needed. After 
watching his children play bas-
ketball through the years, he saw 
firsthand the struggles teams faced 
in scheduling gym time. 

“We went to do all-stars, and 
we had to go to Rabun County 
because we didn’t have a gym,” 

Stewart said.
Through the building of a new 

facility, Oglethorpe County Recre-
ation Department has become in-
dependent of other facilities and 
created a place for the community. 
Director Michael White said pri-
or to the new facility, it was diffi-
cult to fulfill all of the practice and 
game slots. 

“Scheduling around the school’s 
schedules was near impossible 

with the number of teams we had,” 
White said. “It came to the point 
where you had 170 kids signing 
up for basketball, and you really 
couldn’t give them exactly what 
they signed up for at the school.”

The department broke ground 
on the 19,000-square foot facili-
ty on April 28, 2021. The building 
was finished on Dec. 28. 

White, having a construction 

Staff Report

Katie Huff and her family 
scrambled to move closer to the 
action.

She joked that her family’s 
seats were closer to the Good-
year Blimp than the field, so 
when the national champion-
ship game was finally over and 
Georgia had secured its first ti-
tle in 41 years, Katie, her hus-
band Kent, son Jake and daugh-
ter Ellie Klaire went lower to 
watch the trophy presentation, 
complete with confetti, cigar 
smoke and grown men kissing 
trophies.

“We stayed and celebrated and 
soaked in the moment of glory,” 
Katie said.

The  Huff s ,  who  l ive  in 
Winterville, were among several 
Oglethorpe County families and 
residents who traveled to Lucas 
Oil Stadium in Indianapolis to 
watch the Bulldogs defeat Ala-
bama 33-18 and win the nation-
al title on Monday night. 

Many of those who made the 
trip were either UGA grads or 
longtime, passionate Bulldogs 
fans and season-ticket holders 
who couldn’t pass up the oppor-
tunity to watch Georgia clinch its 
first national championship since 
1980.

Despite little sleep and facing 
long trips home, they were ec-
static when reached for comment 
on Tuesday morning.

“It was a hard-fought game, 

and there was some adversity 
throughout, but our team nev-
er gave up, and we overcame 
it all,” texted Levi Taylor, pas-
tor of Mt. Pleasant Community 
Church in Crawford and voice 
of the Oglethorpe County foot-
ball team. 

“When that clock hit zero, 
and the confetti started to fly all 
around us, we hugged each oth-
er with tears of joy flowing down 
our faces. Grown men and wom-
en all around were crying in tri-
umph! So-called curses had been 
broken, and it felt like a weight 
had been lifted! The party was 
on!”

Edd Lowe, an Oglethorpe 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Stetson Bennett (top) helped lead Georgia to a 33-18 victory 
over Alabama to win the national championship on Monday 
night. Katie (from left), Ellie Klaire, Kent and Jake Huff soak in 
the postgame atmosphere.

UGA fans from Oglethorpe travel to Indy, celebrate national title

SARAH WHITE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Michael White, the director at the recreation department, recently 
oversaw the construction of a new facility.

MACKENZIE MILES, UGA SPORTS
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WILLIAMS TREE SERVICE
& LAND CLEARING

“From the top of the tree down to the roots - We Can Do It All”
- Cell Ph. - 706-255-6764 - text only

CARY WILLIAMS
Owner/Operator

• Fully Insured • Free Estimates • Full Equipped 
 • Specializing in Dangerous Tree Removals

 • Stump Grinding   • Land Clearing • Hauling  
• Chipping   Equipment

 • Bobcats   • Chipper  • Dump Trucks
Also Available: Mulch & Firewood - Delivery or Pick-up

MIchael dwayne 
grahaM

Mr. Michael Dwayne Graham, 
56, of Howard Bridge Rd. Com-
er, GA passed away Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, 2022 at Piedmont Athens 
Regional Hospital.

Mr. Graham was born October 
3, 1965 in Oglethorpe County, GA 
to Howard Michael “Mike” Gra-
ham and Nancy Lynn Slay Gra-
ham. He was a member of Colliers 
Baptist Church and was a self-em-
ployed diesel mechanic.

He is survived by sons: Cody 
Graham of Bowman, GA, Mathew 
Graham of Comer, GA; daughter: 
Hayley Scoggins of Comer, GA; 
parents Howard Michael “Mike” 
Graham and Nancy Lynn Slay Gra-
ham of Comer, GA; brothers: Wes-
ley Graham of Comer, GA, Chris 
Graham of Comer, GA and grand-

children: Azalee Graham, Lola 
Scoggins and Breeze Scoggins.

Memorial services to celebrate 
Dwayne’s life will be held 2PM, 
Saturday, January 15, 2022 at his 
home on 202 Howard Bridges Rd. 
Comer, GA.

Berry Funeral Home & Crema-
tory of Elberton is assisting the 
family of Mr. Michael Dwayne 
Graham.

background, did some of the 
grading and other work himself. 

The new facility, named for for-
mer county commission chair Bil-
ly Pittard, boasts two multi-use 
gymnasiums with seating, 2,500 
square feet of batting cages, of-
fices, facilities and other rooms. 
The rec department selected Sport 
Court flooring, a low-mainte-
nance, easy-to-clean product that 
doesn’t need resurfacing every 
year.

Despite the higher cost of the 
flooring, the new gym center was 
built for $806,000, under the pro-
posed $834,000 budget.

The department uses the gyms 
for wrestling, basketball and vol-
leyball for organized sports, but the 
public has also used the space for 
pickup basketball and pickleball 
games.

White said the need for a gym 
came from scheduling pains, but 
also growing participation in rec-
reational programs. 

Before the new gym, the rec 
had to coordinate basketball prac-
tices and games with the primary 
and middle school schedules. 

The rec’s basketball program 
had 170 students, totaling 21 
teams during last year’s season. 
This year, 230 kids will play a to-
tal of 30 teams, the highest num-
bers ever. 

The gym provided a solution to 
this growth.

Brody Bearden has seen life be-
fore and after the build, with his 
kids playing “a lot of basketball” 
in the new building. He said the 
new gym, which was used for part 
of last year’s season, sees a lot of 
traffic and cleared confusion with 
scheduling. 

“There is constantly a flow, in 
and out, of kids and parents,” he 
said. “It is definitely a nice change 

to know this is where we’ll be, 
where our practices are, the full 
functionality. A great change I 
would say.”

Bringing new 
opportunities

That weekend, the gym will 
have teams from eight coun-
ties in Class C, the classifica-
tion for counties with fewer than 
20,000 people. The new facility 
will also play host to the Geor-
gia Recreation and Park Associa-
tion’s 12-and-under girls basket-
ball state championship on Feb. 
25-26.

Then, there are Oglethorpe 
County residents like Stewart 
and his son Brock, who prepare 
for sports throughout the year. 
With Little League baseball set 
to begin in February, Stewart 
said the new facility has made 
training more available in the 
offseason. 

“We used to have an old bat-
ting cage outside of the girls soft-
ball field,” he said. “You couldn’t 
go if it rained; there was mud and 
puddles in it. Those (gym) batting 
cages are there now and are cov-
ered, so we can go year round.”

More than a 
building for county

Scott Liedberg has coached 
more than 35 seasons of recre-
ational sports since he moved to 
Oglethorpe County. He said the new 
facility is “just a great place where 
families can gather and either par-
ticipate or support and watch.”

“I think you can tell that the 
county truly needed it based on 

the immediate reaction of every-
one in the county that is participat-
ing up there,” he said. “In 20 years 
that we’ve been in the county, the 
rec department, the facilities, ev-
erything up there has never looked 
as good as it has, been kept up as 
good as it has, created more of a 
community involvement than it 
has right now.”

As for participation, numbers 
don’t lie. 

White said participation has 
doubled in all sports since 2016. 

Football, having only 50 play-
ers four years ago, had around 
225 players this past season. Soc-
cer brings in 200 students in both 
the spring and fall, volleyball has 
grown to 80 girls, while baseball, 
the department’s largest sport, at-
tracts 280 Little League players 
each season.  

Only three years old, the coun-
ty’s wrestling program has around 
25 athletes.

“I think the county gets a bad 
rap of being behind the times, 
but we’re trying to be more ag-
gressive, more forward-thinking,” 
Liedberg said. “People don’t re-
alize, it’s more than just the op-
portunity to have sports teams; 
you’re creating a place where kids 
that sometimes might be running 
around the streets with nowhere 
else to go. You’re changing the 
culture of the county, really, with 
one building.”

OCPS interim principal 
in place this semester

By Thomas Ehlers
The Oglethorpe Echo

Keith Goodwin had called 
Oglethorpe County Schools home 
for more than 20 years of his pro-
fessional career. Now, he’s re-
turning for another stint — as 
the Oglethorpe County Primary 
School interim principal. 

The former teacher, coach and 
administrator began his interim 
role on Jan. 10, when students re-
turned after the holiday break. He 
expressed excitement in a state-
ment to parents.

“I am really looking forward 
to working with and supporting 
the faculty and staff at the Prima-
ry School,” he said in the letter. “I 
will also enjoy planning together 
with Ms. Levine and Mrs. Bald-
win to ensure the success of your 
sons and daughters for the rest of 
this school year and in the years to 
come.”

Goodwin was principal of 
Oglethorpe County High School 
from 1998-2004 and assistant prin-
cipal of Oglethorpe County Mid-
dle School from 2004-2012. From 
2016-2021, he worked part-time 
with instructional support. Outside 
of school, Goodwin is married to 
Lisa and has four children: Will, 
Zach, Lucas and Elizabeth.

Oglethorpe County superin-
tendent Beverley Levine said in a 
statement that Goodwin will serve 
as principal for the next three 
months. He replaces Pam Shields, 

who announced her retirement in 
December. Levine said the school 
system would like to rehire her to 
help with special education. 

The district announced in No-
vember that it would look into 
building a new kindergarten 
through fifth-grade school. The 
district is awaiting approval for 
phasing out the elementary school 
building from the state, then the 
new building would combine the 
primary and elementary schools. 

Levine has said Katie Bald-
win will serve as principal of both 
schools for next year, allowing 
Baldwin to work with both schools 
in preparation for the potential 
new building. 

“Each school will still have an 
assistant principal, but we will add 
an academic/instructional coach 
who will serve K-5,” Levine said 
in a statement. “We will also add a 
special education coordinator, who 
will assist with overseeing special 
education in grades K-5. This will 
allow additional support to both 
schools.”

By Julianna Russ
The Oglethorpe Echo

COVID-19 numbers  have 
jumped in Oglethorpe County 
since the start of 2022.

There have been 210 reported 
cases in the county since Dec. 31, 
tripling the number of 72 report-
ed for the final two weeks of 2021, 
according to the Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health’s Daily Sta-
tus Report.

Oglethorpe County has also 
transitioned from the orange zone 
to red zone in terms of cases, indi-
cating a severe volume. 

The state has seen a similar 
trend as Georgia’s cases have 
nearly doubled the past two 
weeks, going from 114,599 cases 
on Dec. 31 to 210,791 on Jan. 10.

The Oglethorpe County Health 
Department is offering vaccination 
and booster shots for those who 
are eligible. Call the clinic or go to 
the Northeast Health District web-
site (publichealthathens.com/wp/) 
to schedule an appointment. 

Here are the numbers through 
Jan. 10, according to dph.georgia.
gov.

Oglethorpe County (Jan. 10)
n Cases (last two weeks): 210

n Cases per 100k (last 2 
weeks): 1,378
n Cases (total): 1,992
n Cases per 100k (total): 

13,071
n Population: 15,240

Georgia (Jan. 10)
n Cases (last two weeks): 

210,791
n Cases per 100k (last 2 

weeks): 1,946
n Cases (total): 1,572,899
n Cases per 100k (total): 

14,519
n Population: 10,833,472

COVID-19 cases on rise 
across Oglethorpe County
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Proud Partner Of The Oglethorpe Echo 

We knew we had it in the bank!

Congrats Bulldawgs!

114 Gilmer St., Lexington, GA  30648
706-425-2223 • www.PinnacleBank.com

33 18

GLORY, GLORYGLORY, GLORY
TO GEORGIA!TO GEORGIA! 706-743-8542 • 706-743-7312

Store hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:30, 
Sat 8:00-1:00, Closed Sunday

Photographs provided by UGA Sports Information Department, 
photographers Tony Walsh and Perry McIntyre

#3 Railroad Street, Arnoldsville, Ga.  
706-340-1073

Daniel Buchanan - Owner
Crystal Shelton - Manager

Athens Road, Crawford • 706-743-5435

Mixon’s Used Cars 
& Body Shop

1324 Athens Road, Crawford
706-743-5500

1518 Athens Road, Crawford
706-743-3618

SMALL TOWN SMALL TOWN 
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

56 Pope Station Drive, Crawford
706-247-2252
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Tick. Tick. Tick. Tick.
The 40-day clock started ticking 

for the 2022 session of the Geor-
gia General Assembly on Monday.

I have a request. 
Make a New Year’s resolution 

to contact your lawmakers and ask 
them to support stronger legisla-
tion to protect Georgia’s natural 
resources and environment.  

Specifically, I’m talking about 
strengthening our laws pertaining 
to toxic coal ash. 

Coal ash is nasty stuff, load-
ed with lead, mercury, chromi-
um, cadmium, arsenic and seleni-
um. These heavy metals have been 
tied to birth defects, lung disease 
and cancer.

Georgia Power has an estimated 
90 million tons of this dangerous 
waste. And courtesy of our Gen-
eral Assembly — year after year 
— efforts to tighten toxic coal-ash 
management have been tamped 
down. 

The utility company’s lobbyists 
have their thumbs pressed on the 
right places. 

Two pressure points are the 
House and Senate committees on 
natural resources and environ-
ment.  

Nothing, I repeat nothing, pass-
es out of those committees with-
out Georgia Power’s blessings. 
Too often, proposed legislation 
just dies without discussion or 
debate. Georgia Power has that 
much control of the chairs of those 
committees.

In the House, it’s Rep. Lynn 
Smith (R) of Newnan. In the other 
chamber, Sen. Tyler Harper (R) of 
Ocilla wields the gavel.  

Harper is 
running for 
state agricul-
ture commis-
sioner. Per-
haps, the next 
chair for the 
senate will lis-
ten more to 
Georgians than 
utility-compa-

ny lobbyists. 
As for Smith, 

I see little hope.  
In my opin-

ion, she’s so deep in Georgia Pow-
er’s pocket that she can’t even see 
the threatening coal-ash mess left 
behind in her community’s back-
yard at Plant Yates.

Give Georgia Power credit for 
walking away from coal. Georgia 
Power, in so many ways, is an in-
credible company. 

But there’s an old saying, 
“Goodwill is won by many acts, 
but lost by one.” I do not un-
derstand why a corporate giant 
that touts “a citizen wherever we 
serve” is so stubborn about doing 
the right thing with its poisonous 
coal ash. 

Well, I do understand one rea-
son for the arrogance.  

Money.
Why does Georgia Power 

choose to cap in place many of its 
coal-ash ponds? It’s cheaper.  

Evidence shows some unlined 
dirt pits are sitting in groundwa-
ter and leaking. Georgia Power’s 
remedy? Monitor the situations. 
Really? We aren’t talking about 
waste that will biodegrade. I’ve 
said before, “Time won’t heal tox-

ic coal-ash sores.”
What is the safest and best man-

agement practice? I agree with 
the environmental experts. Re-
move the coal ash from watery 
ponds. Store it in lined pits, away 
from streams and wetlands. Geor-
gia Power has plenty of property 
to do that.

In fairness to Georgia Power, 
the company says that it is meet-
ing or exceeding state and federal 
guidelines pertaining to coal ash. 
Here’s my explanation of how that 
came to be. What happens in At-
lanta happens in D.C., on steroids. 

In 2015, lobbyists convinced 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) that coal ash was 
not a hazardous waste. (What part 
of lead or arsenic isn’t hazardous 
to your health?) Instead, coal ash 
was lumped into the same catego-
ry as rotten apples, soup cans and 
household garbage. And which 
utility company has one of the 
largest lobbying budgets in its in-
dustry? 

That’d be Georgia Power’s par-
ent, the Southern Company.

Do you think that passes the 
sniff test?

I’ve been to Washington and 
Atlanta to testify on toxic coal ash. 
The way this issue has been han-
dled, in both places, phew!

It’s past time for change. But 
how?

There must be a bigger grass-
roots groundswell.

And how does that happen?
More of us speak up, soon.
Tick.
Tick.
Tick. 
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Make your voice heard
on toxic coal-ash dumping

Thursday, Jan. 13
n Lexington City Council, Lexington City Hall, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 18
n Oglethorpe County Board of Education Work Session, Central Office, 7 p.m. 

Thursday, Jan. 20
n Arnoldsville City Council, Arnoldsville City Hall, 7 p.m.

Donations will be tax-deductible, retroactively, when our 
501(c)(3) application is approved by the IRS.

Time to slow down

The First Amendment
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 

right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.”

- James Madison, Founding Father and 4th U.S. President- James Madison, Founding Father and 4th U.S. President

PublIc MeeTIngs

The group Alabama sings, 
“I’m in a hurry, and I don’t 
know why.” That seems to 
be the theme song along 
U.S. Highway 78 through 
Oglethorpe County. 

A good observation point 
to verify that is the east end 
of Main Street in Lexing-
ton.  Traffic roars in and out 
of town on 78. The speed lim-
it coming into town is 35 
mph and drops to 30 mph, but 
many vehicles add an extra 10 
mph or more. 

If you’re smart, you’ll look 
three times before pulling 
onto the busy highway.

Nobody wants to see those 
proverbial blue lights flashing 
in their rearview mirrors.  

The best way to avoid that 
is to stay within the posted 
speed limits. And that suggests 
the best policing is self-polic-
ing, as in abiding by the law.

In Colbert, citizens com-
plained of near-highway 
speeds in residential areas. 
The trial solution was to in-
stall a digital sign to remind 
drivers of the lawful limit 
and how fast they are going.

That seems like a good idea 
for downtown Lexington.

Maybe elsewhere, too.

DINK NESMITH/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Machines that detect the speed of vehicles could help 
reduce speeding in Oglethorpe County.

The echO’s OPInIOn
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County native, texted: “What a 
game. It was worth it to be there 
for the (fourth) quarter. I walked 
8 miles in the last 24 hours. We 
sold my good seats and had to sit 
in the nosebleed section. We got 
back (to) our hotel room at 2:30 
and had to watch (the) game over 
on ESPN. Exhausted, but I would 
probably do it again.”

The Huffs were driving back 
when Katie talked about their trip 
and the thought process behind it.  

She and Kent, are UGA grads 
and have season tickets to Geor-
gia games, but didn’t have enough 
points for national championship 
game tickets. They often travel to 
regular-season road games, but 
didn’t decide until “about three 
or four days” before the game to 
make this trip. As a third-grade 
teacher at Oglethorpe County El-
ementary School, Katie needed 
to arrange a substitute because 
school started this week.

And they wanted to take their 
two oldest children — Jake, 12, 
a seventh-grader at Oglethorpe 
County Middle School, and Ellie 
Klaire, 9, a third-grader at OCES 
— so they bought four tickets off 
StubHub and booked a hotel about 

20 minutes south of Indianapolis.
The Huffs spent Monday at 

Playoff Fan Central, where Jake 
was a hit with the gold “savage 
pads” he’s worn to Georgia games 
for about five years. Katie said 
Jake was even shown in a video 
on the College Football Playoff 
Instagram account.

“He has quite the celebrity sta-
tus,” Katie said. 

Like the Huffs, Blake Giles 
couldn’t pass on a trip to a nation-
al championship game that was 
within driving distance of the Ath-
ens area.

Giles, who lives in Winterville 
with his wife, Jan, went with a 
group of eight people that in-
cluded his son, John, and daugh-
ter, Laura. They found a VRBO 
in Lawrence, Indiana, about 13 
miles from Lucas Oil Stadium.

Hope for a Georgia victory took 
a hit when Stetson Bennett fum-
bled in the fourth quarter, leading 
to Alabama’s only touchdown and 
an 18-13 Crimson Tide lead with 
10:14 remaining in the game.

“We ran the full gamut of emo-
tions during the game, as you can 
expect,” said Giles, a retired jour-
nalist who worked in Athens and 

Watkinsville. “We didn’t under-
stand the penalty that gave them 
the ball that led to their only TD. 
Our thought process was: ‘Well, 
here we go again.’” 

But the Bulldogs erased that 
deficit with three touchdowns in 
the final 8:09, capped by Kelee 
Ringo’s game-clinching 79-yard 
interception return for a score 
with 54 seconds left.

“My emotions were high all 
game,” Katie Huff said. “I text-
ed a friend and told her when we 
were down three points, it felt like 
100 points. The last minute, I had 
tears in my eyes the entire time. 
I’m 40 years old and had heard 
about the last national champion-
ship my entire life. This was an 
unforgettable moment with my 
family.”

Giles said: “It was great. As the 
game was counting down, there 
were a lot of pent-up emotions. Fi-
nally, after all those times when we 
came so close. Kirby (Smart) was 
on the sideline jumping up and 
down, waving his visor. Stetson 
(Bennett) was crying. They turned 
the confetti loose and the Georgia 
players swarmed the field. It was 
the beginning of a big party.”

dawgs, FrOM Page 1

uga TO hOld Parade, cereMOny 
The new national champions will be honored with a parade 

and celebration on Saturday.
The parade will be held on Lumpkin Street heading to San-

ford Stadium, starting at 12:30 p.m., to be followed by a Dawg 
Walk at 1 p.m. A program will start at 2 p.m.

Tickets are available on Jan. 13-14.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of Blake Giles’ family and a few friends rented a house 
near Indianapolis and bought tickets to watch Georgia’s 33-18 win 
over Alabama in the national championship game. They are (from 
left): Josh Garrett, Laura Garrett, John Giles and Blake Giles.

Dear Dad:
Honest to 

God, I be-
gan this note 
on my phone 
in the Mer-
cedes-Benz 
Dome in 
2018, think-
ing I’d send 
it to you the 
day after we 
won a nation-
al champion-
ship. I saved it 
in my notes, thankfully, because 
I thought I’d need it again. 

So here goes:
In 1968, my parents moved 

from their West Virginia home to 
Athens, and a 4-year-old Bulldog 
was born. Dad took me to count-
less Dawgs games — always a 
highlight of the fall. Through 
good teams and bad, in every 
kind of weather, we cheered our 
lungs out. 

We, like so many other Geor-
gians, listened to Larry Mun-
son on the radio each week, gave 
one another myriad G-festooned 
Christmas presents and learned 
to bark as we learned to talk.

An Athens YMCA boy, I even 
played football in Sanford Stadi-
um before a few Bulldog games. 
That’s right: back in the olden 
days, as a form of pregame en-
tertainment, young boys scrim-
maged one another on the field 
before games. 

In 1976, I won the 12-year-
old’s lottery and was assigned the 
scrimmage before the UGA-Al-
abama game. The Dawgs won 
21-0 that day, cementing the SEC 
title. From my bedroom win-
dow, I could hear car horns on 
Milledge Avenue all night.

I can recall standing in a park-
ing lot cheering the 1976 Junk-
yard Dawgs as they prepared to 
leave for the Sugar Bowl. I was 
12. You and mom took us. You 
may not remember; I do. 

That’s how fandom works: 
generations make deposits in the 
memory banks of their children.

Then, 1980. A rebellious teen-
ager, there was little my par-
ents and I could discuss civil-

ly, save for the amazing Georgia 
Bulldogs and Herschel Walker. 
On the night we won that Sugar 
Bowl against Notre Dame, I rang 
the Chapel Bell and we danced in 
College Square. 

Over the decades, a love so 
deep, so enduring took root. As 
soon as I grabbed an undergrad 
degree, I came back to Athens 
and the legendary Grady Col-
lege, to my 22-year-old mind, the 
finest destination imaginable.

Nearly 30 years later I won 
life’s most amazing lottery ever 
and was offered the deanship of 
Grady College. It’s been a dream 
come true, every day.

Dad and I went to a bunch 
more Georgia games. We left 
some of them sad and frustrated, 
for we knew Georgia fans want-
ed and deserved more.

So imagine how I feel as I type 
these words, in the midst of the 
national championship game. 

This victory is for you, Dad. 
It’s for generations of chil-

dren and fathers, grandmothers 
and daughters, donning the red 
and black and woofing like cra-
zy people. 

It’s for Larry and the Railroad 
Track people. 

It’s for my beloved high 
school social studies teacher, Ray 
Clark, who as a retiree, helps 
people find their way as a Silver 
Dawg on game days. 

It’s for Herschel, for Pulpwood 
Smith, for Frankie Sinkwich and 
Charley Trippi, for Liz Murphey, 
for Terry Hoage, for Dominique 
Wilkins, for Teresa Edwards, for 
Suzanne Yoculan, for Jack Bau-
erle.

Oh my lord, is it ever for Lo-
ran Smith, for every damned 
one of us who forms the Greater 
Bulldog Nation.

Every devoted alumnus of ev-
ery university feels their love for 
their alma mater exceeds all.

They are wrong.
Ours, Dad, is forged in Athens.
Love you. Go. Dawgs.
Charles Davis is the dean of 

the Henry W. Grady College of 
Journalism and Mass Communi-
cation at the University of Geor-
gia.

A victory for Dad, 
who raised a Bulldog

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Like many UGA fans at the national championship game, the Taylor family (from left): 
Gerald (dad), Ethan (son), Lane (mom) and Levi (son) hung around Lucas Oil Sta-
dium to watch the celebration and trophy presentation. Levi, who is the voice of the 
Oglethorpe County football team, said: “  We are so proud for all of Dawg Nation and I 
can’t think of anyone else I would have rather beat than Nick Saban and Bama!”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Brett Mask (left) and son Tanner Mask 
waited until Saturday to decide to drive 
to Indianapolis. Brett Mask said Tanner, an 
OCHS wrestler, cleared the trip with coach 
Tim Stoudenmire.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Iris Walker (left) and Barry Walker took 
a photo with OCHS grad Addie Del-
linger, a majorette with UGA’s Redcoat 
Marching Band, before the start of the 
game at Lucas Oil Stadium.

Charles Davis
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Headmaster’s Corner
By Steve Cummings

“IN GOD WE TRUST”

I always enjoy seeing the 
words “In God We Trust” on 
license plates. This phrase 
became our national motto in 
1956.

If you have these words on 
your car and you have children, 
you should think about send-
ing them to a Christian school. 
After all, the statement you are 
displaying is an indication that 
you are serious about your faith.

If you also want your children 
to be serious about their faith, 
a public school is a tough place 
to be.  

Let’s be honest — God has 
been removed from public 
schools. So, if you want an edu-
cation partner that will reinforce 
what you are teaching at home, 
you’ll be “at home” at ACS.

B & C
Well Pump 

Repair 
Installation and 

Trenching

Bo Smith  
& Cory Smith

Free Estimates
 Bo: 706-340-6572 - Cell

Cory: 706-340-6396 - Cell

Don’t Risk a Detour.
LOCK IN A LONG-TERM 
FIXED RATE WITH 
FARM CREDIT.*

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
Helping Georgia Grow for Generations® NMLS# 627367

Don’t Risk a Detour.

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
NMLS# 627367

CAUTION 
HIGHER INTEREST 

RATES AHEAD

AgGeorgia.com

706.678.7088

arOund The cOunTy
ACADEMIC BOWL

STRONG 4-H SHOWINGFIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

FLORAL DESIGNER

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Oglethorpe County Middle School’s Academic Bowl team will compete in the Professional As-
sociation of Georgia Educators (PAGE) Academic Bowl state tournament at Georgia College in 
Milledgeville on Jan. 22. The OCMS team was one of two regional winners at the Middle Grades 
Regional Competition at Stallings Island Middle School in Martinez on Dec. 11. Front row: Ledger 
Coley, Kayden Watkins, Victor Ross; second row: Kason Webb, James Beach-Colton, Ashby Booth; 
back row: Ellie Romans, Amber Tiller, Chance Nash and Bailey Abrams.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Oglethorpe County 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl Team, consisting of Katie Embry (from left), Ashley 
Spearing, Raven Cooper, Kate Spearing and coach Sophia Merka, finished fourth at the National 
Horse Quiz Bowl Contest in Denver on Jan. 5-9. Cooper was the second highest individual scorer in 
the nation. Team members have been involved in the 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl since the fourth grade. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Oglethorpe County Middle School’s Callie Bridges finished 
fifth in the Georgia FFA Junior Floral Design Career Develop-
ment event at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College in De-
cember. Bridges created floral designs from provided supplies 
in 30 minutes, completed a written assessment on the floral 
design industry and took an identification test of plant mate-
rial. Bridges, who is shown with her designs from the state 
event, will be recognized at the area FFA banquet in May.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Ed Frey (top left) recently 
retired after 13 years as chief 
of Wolfskin (Station 4). He 
joined the department in 2004 
and will continue to serve as a 
firefighter. Adam Cawley was 
elected to replace Frey as chief 
of the station.

Alan Kotch (far left) received an 
outstanding service award from 
chief Ed Frey (near left). Kotch 
served the Oglethorpe County 
Volunteer Fire Department 
from 1988-2021.

Staff Report

The third Firefly Trail Race Se-
ries gets underway this month with 
the Winterville Civitan Snowflake 
10K on Jan. 29.

Runners can register at active.
com through Jan. 26 or in person 
at the Winterville race.

The Firefly Trail Race Series 
consists of four races held through-
out the year to promote the Firefly 

Trail, a proposed run/walk/cycle 
path through Oglethorpe County.

The other races are 5Ks:
n Maxeys Model Mike 5K on 

May 21
n Crawford Restoration La-

bor Day Run 5K on Sept. 5
n Union Point J3 5K on Sept. 

24
Registration is $70 for the se-

ries, which is $17.50 per race and 
includes a race series T-shirt and a 

T-shirt from each event. 
There are in-person and virtual 

options for each race in the series. 
Gifts for running at least three of 
the four series races in-person will 
be awarded at the Union Point J3 
5K race in September.

Anne Garner, a member of 
the Firefly Trail Race Series task 
force, said organizers would like 
to have 100 registered runners in 
the Winterville race.

Winterville 10K to start this 
year’s Firefly Trail Race Series
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Oglethorpe County Rainfall Reporting Network
Name (CoCoRaHS Number) Location                 Jan. 3-10                                          
Lee Thaxton (OG-2)     Upper Flatwoods      0.45
Kevin Hartley (OG-4)     Arnoldsville      0.50
Danny Morcom (OG-5)        Arnoldsville   0.63
Peta Kalla (OG-5)          Sandy Cross   0.41
Paul Webb (OG-10)           Lexington   0.56
Wayne Hughes (OG-12)       Wolfskin   0.59
Gwen Hirsch (OG-15)         Smithonia   0.51
Michael Moody (OG-20)       Glade   0.59
Kathrine Clark (OG-29)      Lexington   0.19

Oglethorpe County average rainfall for the week: 0.53 inches. 
Athens rainfall for the week:  0.37 inches (typical weekly 0.92).
Measurements reported 7 a.m. Monday.  

Vecteezy.com

All my life, I’ve heard the 
“Tales of Sandy Cross” told over 
and over again by different mem-
bers of the family. 

We lived in Carlton. This was 
the Whitehead side of the family. 
Obviously, the Stevens side, which 
we were very close to, lived in 
Oglethorpe County. 

This made little dif-
ference. I wound up 
knowing just about as 
much about northeast 
Oglethorpe County as I 
did about Madison Coun-
ty.  

My point is: I’m writ-
ing this so the good peo-
ple of Oglethorpe County 
can read about what life 
was like back then. For 
the honor of being able to 
share that, I am eternally 
grateful.

So, what is Lexing-
ton Station? It seems that 
when it became common 
knowledge that the railroad was 
going to come through, the folks 
in Lexington didn’t want any part 
of it.  They knew that people could 
be killed when horses got spooked, 
so they decided it should be a few 
miles closer to Athens, out of ear-
shot.

On March 10, 1834, a group 
of Athens men met in the Camak 
House, which is behind the Wen-
dy’s on Prince Avenue, to form the 
Georgia Railroad. The president of 

the railroad, James Camak, began a 
tour of the state in order to explain 
the railroad’s purpose and build in-
terest in it.

The Georgia Railroad Compa-
ny had been incorporated by an act 
of the legislature in 1833 “to con-
struct a Rail or Turnpike Road” 
from Augusta to Eatonton, Madi-
son and Athens. The Georgia (Rail-
road) is the oldest railroad in the 
state that operates under its origi-
nal charter. Differing from its ini-
tial plan, the railroad ultimately 

connected Augusta to Atlanta, with 
a spur at Union Point, which went 
to Athens.

The decision not to let the train 
come through Lexington was what 
led to the decision to build a depot 
on Athens Road.

This became Lexington Station.
The original depot was built of 

wood and eventually replaced by 
one made of granite blocks. Any-
body traveling between Lexing-
ton and Athens knew this depot 

and the good people of Lexington 
could drive their buggies there to 
catch the train.

A small town grew up around 
the station, but it didn’t stay in 
Lexington Station for long.

In 1876, the little community 
was chartered by the Georgia Leg-
islature as the town of Crawford, 
named after William H. Crawford, 
the U.S. Secretary of War and Sec-
retary of the Treasury.  

He lived nearby, on a hill just 
outside Crawford. A historical 

marker is at W.H. Craw-
ford Road, which is the 
first road to the right when 
you leave Crawford going 
west toward Athens.

Check it out.
Nothing is left of the 

Crawford farm except the 
cemetery, which is on the 
left, just after you turn off 
U.S. 78. 

Here’s your homework.  
Get on your comput-

er and Google Crawford, 
Georgia, as well as W.H. 
Crawford. I found him to 
be an interesting person.  

It made me wonder how 
a country boy wound up doing all 
that he did. He must have been 
quite a fellow. I think you will be 
impressed.

One more tidbit.
The Crawford family was there 

long before the railroad crossed the 
Athens Road outside of Lexing-
ton. This location was only select-
ed because it was the high ground, 
which determined the selected route 
for the railroad from Athens to what 
would become Union Point.

Tales of Sandy Cross
The evolution of communities

Charlie Snelling

uPcOMIng

Oglethorpe County Primary 
School is accepting names for the 
pre-K lottery until Feb. 14. 

Call 706-743-8194 to be added 
to the list. 

Children must be 4 years old 
before Sept. 1, 2022.

 
The Oglethorpe County Dem-

ocrats will pick up trash as a ser-
vice opportunity on Jan. 17. Dress 
appropriately for the weather and 
meet at the Oglethorpe County El-
ementary School (15 Fairground 
Road, Lexington) at 10 a.m.

Grabber tools and garbage bags 
will be provided.

Please call 706-742-7319 or e-
mail janehill@hillwork.com for 
more information.

Depot No. 3 in Arnoldsville 
has scheduled several events this 
winter. 
n Jan. 21: A concert by John 

McDonald and Friends.
n Feb. 5: The library book 

sale is scheduled for 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.
n Feb. 5: A concert by Ange-

la Easterling.
For more information, go to 

3railroad.org.

The Oglethorpe County High 
School Class of 1980 is planning 
a reunion in 2022 at the Chateau 
Elan Winery and Resort in Brasel-
ton. If interested, please contact 
Lenita Armstrong (706-224-0850) 
or Faye Appling Sorrells (706-
286-6617). 

New Anon Grove Baptist 
Church welcomes special guest 
Zet Harris at its service at 11:30 
a.m. Jan. 16. Masks are required 
and social distance.

weekly

The Oglethorpe County Ro-
tary Club meets at 7:15 a.m. Fri-
days at the Farm Bureau, with 
meetings lasting from 7:30-8:30 
a.m.

Here is the schedule:
n Jan. 14: Student of the 

Month
n Jan. 21: William Roth (He 

will talk about his decision 10 
years ago to end a life of obesity 
to become an ironman triathlete.)

Jan. 28: Dink NeSmith (He 
will discuss the changes at The 
Oglethorpe Echo.)

Feb. 4: Student of the Month

Oglethorpe County Library 
presents Toddler/Pre-K Story 
Time, featuring stories, rhymes 
and songs, at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
days. The children will receive a 
craft kit that they can take home. 
Space is limited, so call the li-
brary (706-743-8817) to reserve 
a spot or register at oglethorpepl.
libcal.com/event/8515387.

The Antioch Baptist Church 
meets at 11 a.m. every Sunday 
at 135 Railroad Road, Stephens. 
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. 
For more information, email an-
tiochbaptist.stephens@gmail.com.

The Athens Area Religious 
Society of Friends, known as 
Quakers, meet for worship from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Sunday, at 2092 
U.S. Highway 78, Athens Road 
(the historic Cherokee Corner 
Church). Our worship is prayer 
and meditation. All are invited.

Winterville Center for Com-
munity & Culture ,  371 N. 
Church St., Winterville, offers 
Chair Yoga from 6-7 p.m. until 
Feb. 8. Mary Moseley will teach a 
class that will help “develop your 
imagination, expand your self-
awareness, improve communica-
tion, work cooperatively and al-
low you to express a healthy re-

lease of emotions,” the center 
states. Cost: $60 for six weeks. 
Call 706-742-0823, visit the cen-
ter or go to the website (wintervil-
lecenter.com/classes/).

Winterville Center for Com-
munity & Culture ,  371 N. 
Church St., Winterville, offers 
Creative Dramatics from 9-10 
a.m. until Feb. 28 (No class on 
Jan. 17). Nicole Bechill will teach 
a class that promotes deep breath-
ing, mindfulness and inward lis-
tening. Cost: $80 for eight weeks. 
Call 706-742-0823, visit the cen-
ter or go to the website (wintervil-
lecenter.com/classes/).

annOunceMenTs

Northeast Georgia CASA 
seeks volunteers to be advocates 
for children in foster care in our 
eight-county service area. Advo-
cates help to inform the court of 
the child’s well-being and make 
recommendations for the best in-
terest of the child. Children with 
an advocate do better in school, 
receive more appropriate services 
and find permanent homes more 
readily. CASAs are a valuable 
protection for the most at-risk 
youth in our community. CASA 
training begins in January. Con-
tact Chuck Taylor at   Chuck.Tay-
lor@northeastgacasa.org or call 
706-886-1098.

Ninth District Opportuni-
ty, Inc. announces Home Heat-
ing & Water Help for the Elder-
ly and Medically Homebound for 
Oglethorpe County and many sur-
rounding area counties. House-
holds in which every member is 
age 65 and older or is medical-
ly homebound due to health rea-
sons may apply for assistance 
with their heating and water bills. 
One-time payments will be made 
by check issued to the home heat-
ing and water suppliers up to $500 
each. Eligibility is based on the 
income of all household mem-
bers. When applying for assis-
tance, persons will present verifi-
cation of age for everyone in the 
home, verification of all house-
hold income received within the 
past 30 days (check stubs, pub-
lic assistance checks, unemploy-
ment checks, etc.); verification of 
Social Security numbers for ev-
eryone in the home, verification 
of citizenship (driver’s license, 
state ID, etc.), and the most re-
cent heating source and electric 
bill and water bill. Bring all doc-
umentation as we can no longer 
obtain the Information for you. 
All eligible applicants are asked 
to contact Ninth District Oppor-
tunity, Inc.’s scheduling system 
at 855-636-3108 or www.ndo.
org/eap. No walk-ins, please. Ap-
pointments will be scheduled until 
all funds are exhausted. Addition-
al information will be made avail-
able online at www.ndo.org. Only 
households 65 years of age and 
older or medically homebound 
can apply now. Applicants that do 
not meet the required criteria will 
be denied. Ninth District Oppor-
tunity, Inc. is an equal opportuni-
ty agency while providing servic-
es without regard to age, race, re-
ligion, gender, sexual orientation, 
disability, national origin, or any 
other classification or category.

cOMMunITy calendar

deb’s cOMMunITy OuTreach

I was thinking of you and prayed 
for you. I asked that whatever you 
need can be answered in His time 
and that you have the strength and 
endurance to keep going.

Happy January birthday to Ever-
neda Moore, pastor Margaret Ar-
nold, Steven Rosenthal, Drek Jew-
ell, Shamar Stevens, Linda Ballard, 
Patricia Curry, Stacy Taylor and 
Samuel Mitchell.

I hope you feel loved and spe-
cial because someone is praying 
for you!

Join us on the “War Room 
Show” on Facebook Live at 7 p.m. 
Jan. 18. Our special guests will be 
evangelist Janice Gresham and An-
nie Ruth Smith. 

The St. John Indoor Yard Sale 
will be held at 8 a.m. Jan. 15 at 
632 Crawford-Smithonia Road in 
Crawford. There are a variety of 
items, including dressers, book-
shelves, recliners, chairs, dining 
room table, couches, love seats, 
microwave, a dorm refrigerator, 
pots and pans, home decor and 
more. Call 706-202-6707 for more 
information. All donations benefit 
the church.

Pastor Larry Clark and the New 
Zion Church of Jesus Christ invite 
your church to a benefit program 
for John and Latasha Gresham, 
whose belongings were destroyed 
by a house fire. This program 
is scheduled for 4 p.m. Jan. 29. 

Please support this needy cause.
Congratulations to Patrick and 

Shantisa Burgess for becoming the 
senior pastor and first lady of the 
Mount Olive Baptist Church on 
Smokey Road in Crawford. Their 
services are at 11 a.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Sundays of every 
month.

Prayers go out for the sick, shut-
ins, bereaved, homeless, helpless, 
hopeless, school children and staff 
members. Know that you are not 
alone.

Big “O” Thought For The Week: 
Remind yourself to give thanks to 
the one who gives you a reason to 
live life to the fullest every day. 
Greatness is yours!

uPdaTe FrOM arnOldsvIlle
Looks like we are back to nor-

mal here in Sandy Cross. I sure do 
miss the Christmas lights and dec-
orations.  

Thanks to the crew that undeco-
rated the Grove on Sunday.

Jane and Greg Crews from Flor-
ida spent several days with Carl 
and Claudette Duffell and family. 
The Crews entertained the Duffells 

with a delicious steak supper. Chad 
was the cook!

The Duffells had their usual 
Christmas family get-together on 
Christmas Eve and enjoyed enter-
tainment by a visitor.

The storm was rough, but so 
glad we all survived it.

Our sympathy to the Moon fam-
ily in their loss.

Come on, people, tell me some 
news for the Echo. Help support 
the Echo and don’t let people for-
get Sandy Cross exists!

— Judith Paul

Words From The Well
A bi-weekly ministry of Living Water Baptist Church, Arnoldsville

Variety. Options. Choices. These tempt us! Restaurant buffets, for exam-
ple: we largely overpay, not for the amount of food [we consume] but for the 
variety, the options, the choices made available to us. 

Oh, how we often find ourselves at the buffet of soul-satisfaction. There 
are times and seasons when we seem to drink from the well of discourage-
ment, despair, hopelessness, anxiety, bitterness, fear, faithlessness — real-
ly, that spring is deep and endless. Interestingly, the more we feast on these 
things, the greater our appetite grows. 

Jeremiah gives a lengthy description of his afflictions in Chapter 3, Verses 
1-19, but barely before his feast-of-affliction ends, he says, “But this I call to 
mind; and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the LORD never ceas-
es; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is 
Your faithfulness. The LORD is my Portion, says my soul, therefore I will 
hope in Him.” (Jeremiah 3:21-24). 

Oh, what a reminder we have no need for variety or options or choices: 
The Sufficiency of The Father is enough! Let us, dear Believer, stop looking 
to and for that which draws us again and again for frivolous fulfillment. The 
LORD is The Complete and Most Satisfying One.

“Words from The Well” is written by Beverly F. Chandler. Read “Morning 
with Beverly” Monday-Friday at www.morningwithbeverly.blogspot.com.

RELIABLE 
HANDYMAN

706-274-3366 (Brian).  
Licensed.  Home repairs 

to home remodeling.  
Electric, Plumbing, 

Carpentry.   
We show up and get the 

job done. 

VACATION 
RENTAL

Three bedroom, three 
bath beach front con-
dominium available in 
Amelia Island, Fernin-

dina Beach, Florida
Through April 1 - 

Labor Day - $275 per 
night. After Labor Day 
until April First - $175 

per night. Plus $125 
cleaning fee per stay.  

King size bed and two 
queens, fold out double 

bed sofa, single bed 
fold-out love seat. Four 
flat-screen Smart TVs. 
Can access your own 
Netflix or Amazon,  

Full Kitchen, ground 
level patio,breakfast 
nook, large dining 

room table. 
Call 706-224-1400.
Completely booked 
June and July  2022

Available 
February 12-27
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legals

classIFIeds
eMPlOyMenT

HELP WANTED
Quiet Oaks Health Care has imme-

diate day and night time openings for 
LPNs to work 12-hour shifts with every 
other weekend off. The hours are 6:45 
a.m. to 6:45 p.m. and from 6:45 p.m. 
to 6:45 a.m. There are also immediate 
openings for CNAs to work DAY shift 
from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. We are of-
fering a new higher pay rate and after 
90 days benefits including insurance/
sick pay. Fax resumes to 706-743-5455 
or email to quietoakshealthcare@gmail.
com or come by 125 Quiet Oaks Drive, 
Crawford, GA 30630. Criminal back-
ground and drug screen required. We are 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. TFN 
   

HELP WANTED
Quiet Oaks Health Care has posi-

tions available in Dietary, Laundry, 
and Housekeeping. Different depart-
ments have different schedules. After 
90 days benefits include health and 
dental insurance and sick pay. Fax 
resumes to 706-743-5655 or email to 
quietoakshealthcare@gmail.com or 
come to 125 Quiet Oaks Drive, Craw-
ford, GA, to complete an application. 
A Background Check and Drug Screen 
are required. We are an equal opportu-
nity employer. TFN 

HELP WANTED
The Oglethorpe Echo is seeking a 

part-time associate to assist with ad-
vertising sales.  Sales experience and 
knowledge of the community are a 
plus. This is not a desk job.  Flexible 
work schedule is approximately 20 

hours per week. Send resume to Pub-
lisher, POB 268 Lexington, GA 30648 
or email editor@oglethorpeecho.com.

HELP WANTED
Title: Director of Senior Services
Employer: Oglethorpe County 

Board of Commissioners
Reports to: Chairman, Board of 

Commissioners
Location: 19 Oglethorpe Drive, Lex-

ington
Status: Full-time with a competitive 

and comprehensive benefits package 
Compensation is commensurate with 
experience and qualifications.

Under general supervision, plans and 
directs specialized services for the elder-
ly in Oglethorpe County, Georgia. This 
position is responsible for preparing and 
managing the Senior Center’s budget, 
developing policy, evaluating contracts, 
maintaining necessary records, statisti-
cal reporting and tracking, and outreach, 

development, and promotion of center 
activities. This position supervises Se-
nior Center support staff and volunteers 
and is responsible for the execution of 
all programs and activities at the Senior 
Center. The Director is primarily respon-
sible for meeting obligations under a 
contract for services with the Northeast 
Georgia Area Agency on Aging.

Strong candidates will value the 
quality of life, rural culture and 
professional work environment in 
Oglethorpe County. Candidates must 
be comfortable with technology, as 
well as in a boardroom setting.

Please submit resume and cover 
letter by email to: Amy Forrester, 
Oglethorpe County Clerk aforrester@
oglethorpecountyga.gov Subject: Di-
rector of Senior Services

Or by mail to: Oglethorpe Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners c/o 
Oglethorpe County Clerk, PO Box 
261 Lexington, GA 30648

Staff Report

All information is from the 
Oglethorpe County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrest/booking reports and 
miscellaneous incident reports. 
All defendants are presumed in-
nocent.

arresTs

n Curtis Dean McIntyre, Shad-
ow Lake Drive, Arnoldsville, was 
arrested Jan. 3, and charged with 
aggravated stalking, obstructing 
or hindering persons making an 
emergency phone call, threaten-
ing to intimidate a disabled adult, 
elder person or resident pursuant 
5-30 and simple assault — fami-
ly violence.
n Victor Dwight Farmer, Whip-

poorwill Trail, Hartwell, was ar-
rested Jan. 7 and charged with pro-
bation violation (when probation 
terms are altered) for finger-print-
able charge.
n Jeremy Lynn Perry, Concord 

Drive, Watkinsville, was arrested 
Jan. 6 and charged with possession 
and use of drug related objects, 
possession of firearm or knife 
during commission or attempt to 
commit certain and possession of 
methamphetamine.
n Jack Leon Jenkins Jr., South 

Point Peter Road, Lexington, was 
arrested Jan. 1 and charged with 
DUI — driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, failure to regis-
ter vehicle, no insurance and driv-
ing while license suspended or re-
voked (misdemeanor.)
n  Jesse Lee Archer, Sandy 

Cross Road, Lexington, was ar-
rested Jan. 1 and charged with 
obstructing or hindering persons 
making an emergency phone call 
and simple assault — family vio-
lence.
n James Dale Leon Jr., Yancey 

Road, Arnoldsville, was arrested 
Jan. 2 and charged with defective 
equipment, remove or affix plate 
to conceal vehicle ID, marijuana 
possession less than 1 ounce and 
expired or no registration or title.
n  Christopher Antonio Gantt, 

Dunbar Place, Winterville, was ar-
rested Jan. 4 and charged with fail-
ure to appear.
n Chayandre Daielle Bess, Lou-

ise Lane, Winterville, was arrest-
ed Jan. 1 and charged with driv-
ing while license suspended or re-
voked.
n  Rickie Korey Powell, Old 

Farmington Road, Bishop, was ar-
rested Dec. 31 and charged with 
two counts of possession of a 
schedule I or II substance with in-
tent to distribute, possession mari-
juana less than 1 ounce, drugs not 
in original container — misde-
meanor and possession and use of 
drug related objects.
n Kentrell Reid, Ashley Circle, 

Athens, was arrested Dec. 31 and 
charged with DUI — driving un-

der the influence of alcohol.
n Cruz Martinez, Buckingham 

Terrace, Athens, was arrested Jan. 
1 and charged with driving without 
a valid license (misdemeanor.)
n  Nicholas Fleming Cosby, 

Yancey Road, Arnoldsville, was 
arrested Jan. 1 and charged with 
DUI — driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol under the age of 21 
and open container in vehicle.
n  George Jerome Houston-

McLean, Marie Way, Lawrencev-
ille, was arrested Jan. 1 and 
charged with DUI — Driving un-
der the influence of alcohol and 
failure to dim headlights.
n Morgan Brianna Lee Cotton, 

Fowler Drive, Athens, was arrest-
ed Jan. 2 and charged with DUI — 
driving under the influence of al-
cohol and following too closely.
n Sherry Michelle Turner, Tim-

othy Road, Athens, was arrested 
Jan. 3 and charged with willful ob-
struction of law enforcement offi-
cers by use of threats or violence, 
three counts obstruction hindering 
medical personnel, failure to stop 
for stop sign, DUI — driving un-
der the influence of alcohol and 
driving without headlights when 
required.
n  Adrienne Dawn Graham, 

Greater Hope Road, Martin, was 
arrested Jan. 4 and charged with 
failure to drive within single lane, 
DUI — driving under the influ-
ence of drugs and phone/electronic 
device hands free law.
n  Donnie Junior Thompson, 

Lincolnton Road, Washington, was 
arrested Jan. 5 and charged with 
possession of marijuana Less Than 
1 ounce and defective equipment.
n  Christopher Philip San-

chez,  Meadow Creek Drive, 
Arnoldsville, was arrested Jan. 
5 and charged with DUI — alco-
hol controlled substance present 
in blood/urine subject to O.G.C.A. 
40-6.
n  Darius William Dorsey, Al-

awana Drive, Athens, was arrest-
ed Jan. 6 and charged with viola-
tion of window tint law and driv-
ing while license suspended or re-
voked (misdemeanor.)
n David Austin Gunter, Watson 

Mill Road, Comer, was arrested 
Jan. 6 and charged with possession 
of firearm or knife during commis-
sion of or intent to commit, pos-
session of methamphetamine and 
tampering with evidence (misde-
meanor.)
n  Katie Fouche, McCurly 

Road, Winterville, was arrested 
Jan. 6 and charged with agency as-
sist.
n  James Colton Ginn, Melton 

Road, Winterville, was arrested 
Jan. 6 and charged with disorder-
ly conduct.
n Marshall Hurt Akers, Lyndon 

Avenue, Athens, was arrested Jan. 
8 and charged with failure to drive 
within a single lane and DUI — 
driving under the influence of al-
cohol.

nOTIce OF 
FOreclOsure OF 
rIghT TO redeeM

 
Notice Of Foreclosure Of Right To Redeem
Oglethorpe County, Georgia
TO: Ned C. Fielding, Julie M. Fielding, Ned 
Christopher Fielding, Jr.; and to all heirs, suc-
cessors and assigns, known or unknown; and 
to all persons claiming title under them; and to 
any and all persons claiming or having record 
in Oglethorpe County, Georgia any right, title or 
interest in or lien upon the following described 
property, to wit:
All that tract or parcel of land lying and being 
in the 226th District, G.M., Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, containing 60.00 acres, more or less, 
and being bounded now or formerly as follows: 
on the northwest by Arthur H. Meyer; on the 
northeast by E.R. Hurt; on the southeast by 
George Suddeth; on the south by Fielding and 
the Dudley Farm Road (a county dirt road); and 
on the southwest by the right-of-way of Devils 
Pond Road.
Said tract is more particularly described as to 
courses and distances, metes and bounds, by a 
plat entitled “Survey for: Leo Meyer” by A.P. Ste-
vens, Jr., Registered Surveyor, dated May 26, 
1978, and recorded in Plat Book 9, Page 248, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia records. Said plat 
being incorporated herein by reference thereto.
Subject to easements for public roads and pub-
lic utilities now in use.
LESS AND EXCEPT:
All that tract or parcel of land lying and being 
in the 226th District, G.M., Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, containing 53.71 acres, more or less, 
and being bounded now or formerly as follows: 
on the northeast by Hart; on the southeast by 
Suddeth; on the south by Fielding; on the west 
and southwest by the northeasterly right-of-way 
of County Road #S1769; on the northwest by 
Fielding and Arthur Meyer.
Said tract is more particularly described as to 
course and distances, metes and bounds by 
a plat entitled “Survey for: William J. Sanders” 
By W. W. Lester, Registered Surveyor, dated 
March 21, 1983, and recorded in Plat Book 
10, Page 237, Oglethorpe County, Georgia 
Records. Said plat is herein incorporated by 
reference thereto.
As described in Deed Book 5R, Page 491, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records.
LESS AND EXCEPT:
All that tract or parcel of land, together with all 
improvements thereon, situate, lying and being 
in the 226th District, G.M., Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, containing 4.241 acres, more or less, 
and being more particularly described as to 
courses and distances, metes and bounds, by 
a plat entitled “Survey for: Ned Fielding”, by 
Barker & Lester, Registered Surveyor, dated 
March 21, 1983, and recorded in Plat Book 18, 
Page 28, in the Office of the Clerk of the Supe-
rior Court of Oglethorpe County, Georgia. Said 
plat is incorporated herein by reference thereto.
This Deed is given subject to all easements and 
restrictions of record, if any.
As described in Deed Book 10L, Page 237, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records.
As described in Deed Book 50I, Page 234, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records. Further 
described as Map & Parcel 022074A.
The right to redeem the above-described prop-
erty will expire and be forever foreclosed and 
barred on and after February 15, 2022. The tax 
deed to which this notice relates is dated De-
cember 1, 2020, and is recorded in the Office 
of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Oglethorpe 
County, Georgia, in Deed Book 143 at Page 
45. The property may be redeemed at any time 
before February 15, 2022, by payment of the 
redemption price as fixed and provided by law 
payable to Robin Tolbert Hawkins and deliv-
ered to the undersigned at 304 E. Washington 
Street, Athens, Georgia 30601.
Please be governed accordingly,
Gregory C. Sowell, Attorney at Law
01-13-4p
 
 

PeTITIOn FOr 
leTTers OF 
adMInIsTraTIOn

 
In The Probate Court Of Oglethorpe County 
State Of Georgia
In Re: Estate Of Brianna Lei Knight, Deceased
Estate No. 2021P93
Petition For Letters Of Administration 
Notice

TO: Whom it may concern: Wynnie Marie Sauls 
has petitioned to be appointed administrator of 
the estate of Brianna Lei Knight deceased, of 
said county.  (The petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers con-
tained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  All objec-
tions to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections, and 
must be filed with the Court on or before Janu-
ary 17, 2021. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and filing fees 
must be tendered with your objections, unless 
you qualify to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
probate court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees.  If any objections are filed, a hear-
ing will be scheduled at a later date.  If no ob-
jections are filed, the petition may be granted 
without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350
01-13-4p
 
 

nOTIce OF 
PeTITIOn TO 
FIle FOr year’s 
suPPOrT

 
In The Probate Court Of Oglethorpe County 
State Of Georgia
In Re:  John Frank Murphy, Deceased
Estate No. 2021 P 92
The petition of Jan Hagardorn Murphy, for a 
year’s support from the estate of John Frank 
Murphy, deceased, for decedent’s surviving 
spouse, having been duly filed, all interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause, if 
any they have, on or before January 21, 2021, 
why said petition should not be granted.
All objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed on or before the time stated in 
the preceding sentence.  All objections should 
be sworn to before a notary public or before a 
probate court clerk, and filing fees must be ten-
dered with your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount of filing 
fees.  If any objections are filed, a hearing will 
be scheduled at a later date.  If no objections 
are filed the petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350
01-13-4p
 

nOTIce TO 
debTOrs and 
credITOrs

All creditors of the estate of Shelley Gladston 
Bailey, late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render their 
demand to the undersigned according to the 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This the third day of January, 2022.
Barbara Jannell Bailey
123 Dunbar Place
Winterville, GA 30683
01-27-4p
 
State of Georgia
Oglethorpe County
Notice To Debtors And Creditors
All creditors of the estate of Christopher Mau-
rice Hitchcock, deceased, are hereby notified 
to render their demand to the undersigned ac-
cording to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
This day, January 10, 2022.
Nikkia M. Hitchcock, Administrator of the Estate 
of Christopher Maurice Hitchcock
Brad Sperr, Attorney
2350 Prince Ave., Ste. 21,
Athens, GA 30606

01- 27-4c
 
Notice To Debtors And Creditors
All creditors of the estate of Samuel Lee Dut-
ton, Sr., late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render their 
demand to the undersigned according to the 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This the 4th day January, 2022.
Sharon Dutton
34 Myrtle Lane
Arnoldsville, GA 30619
01-27-4p
 
Oglethorpe County Qualifying Fees
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 21-2-131 (a)(1), 
the following qualifying fees were set by the 
Oglethorpe County Board of Commissioners at 
their December 6, 2021 meeting:
$132.00  District Commissioner
$24.00  Board of Education (Member)
Qualifying for the offices listed above will begin 
at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, March 7, 2022 and end 
at noon on Friday, March 11, 2022. The General 
Primary will be held May 24, 2022.
01-13-c
 
Public Hearing
The Oglethorpe County Board of Commis-
sioners will hold a public hearing on Monday, 
February 7th at 6:00 pm at 105 Union Point St 
and via Zoom. The public may attend or ac-
cess the meeting via teleconference. To attend 
via webinar and register to speak on an item 
visit:  https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ci-
H2oHLfQESGcvKh5VvJNA. The purpose of 
this public hearing is to present the following 
applications to the Board of Commissioners 
and to offer an opportunity for public input on 
the application.  
Ada Perez has requested a rezone of a portion 
of 1285 and 1287 Athens Road, also known as 
Tax Parcel 053 016, from B2 (Highway Busi-
ness District) to R1 (Single Family Residential) 
because they are no longer conducting busi-
ness on the property.
Oglethorpe County initiates a rezone of 0 
Bridges Road, also known as a portion of Tax 
Parcel 146 039, from AR (Rural Residential) 
to A2 (General Agriculture). This property was 
combined with some property that is zoned A2, 
so this would clean up a split zoning case along 
with bringing a non-conforming lot into compli-
ance.
Oglethorpe County initiates a rezone of a por-
tion of 0 Arnoldsville Road, also known as a 
portion of Tax Parcel 008 145, from A2 (General 
Agriculture) to R1 (Single Family Residential). 
This property was combined with some property 
that is zoned R1, so this would clean up a split 
zoning case.
Oglethorpe County initiates a rezone of 0 Har-
grove Lake Road, also known as Tax Parcel 
021 044, from R1 (Single Family Residential) 
to A2 (General Agriculture). This property was 
combined with some property that is zoned A2, 
so this would clean up a split zoning case.
01-13-c

THIRD DUI CONVICTION
NAME: MICHAEL LATRON WILLIS
CITY, COUNTY, ZIP: ARNOLDSVILLE, 
OGLETHORPE COUNTY, 30619
CASE NUMBER: ST21CR1718
ARREST TIME AND DATE: 3:00 AM; 
11/19/2021
ARREST LOCATION: FOURTH STREET
DISPOSITION: 
CT 1) SERVE 6-8 MONTHS IN THE DIVER-
SION CENTER, 12 MONTHS PROBATION, 
$1000 FINE PLUS SURCHARGE, 240 HOURS 
COMMUNITY SERVICE
CT 2) 12 MONTHS PROBATION CONSECU-
TIVE TO CT 1
CT 3) 12 MONTHS PROBATION CONSECU-
TIVE TO CT 2

PUBLISHED PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. 40-6-
391 (j) (1)
01-13-c

sherIFF’s rePOrT

Home Listings
*Lovely 3 BR, 2BA craftsman on 5 acres. Completely renovated like 
new. $249,900
*Cute 2BR, 2BA fixer upper with rocking chair front porch in the Glade 
community of Carlton. $130,000

Farm Listings
*Poultry farm with 3 broiler houses, stack house, 3 additional poultry 
houses used for storage along with a 3 BR, 1 BA, 1885 sq. ft. brick 
home all for $699,900

Land Listings
*28.9 acres of mature timber on Pine Grove Rd. in Arnoldsville. 1300 ft 
of road frontage. City water available. $259,000
*Tract 1, 20 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $130,000
*Tract 2, 20 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $150,000
*Tract 5, 21 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $140,000
*1.9 acres on Willow St. in Maxeys. City water and scholarship avail-
able. Great home sites. $24,900
*2.5 acres on Willow St. in Maxeys. City water and scholarship avail-
able. Great home sites. $24,900
*63.03 wooded acres on Arnoldsville Rd. with over 800 ft. of road 
frontage. City water and natural gas at the street. $504,000
*112 acres of beautiful pines & hardwoods overlooking flowing creek. 
Great home site. Good hunting tract or get-a-way. $325,000

PROPERTY FOR SALE

IRIS INC.
Jake Willcox   
706-338-0765 
willcoxauctions@gmail.com 

Iris Walker  
706-338-8279
apiris1@aol.com

Donna Floyd  
706-206-3587
dfloyd2691@gmail.com

Brian Hill  
706-340-0512
bhill3551@gmail.com
Jessica L. Arnold   

706-338-6566
jessicaleaarnold@outlook.com 

Blake Arnold   
706-340-0866
 blakelarnold@outlook.com

Jake Peacock  
706-255-8762
jacobtpeacock@gmail.com

Brandon Walker
706-338 7586 
bwalker.irisincrealty@gmail.com

Dennis Peter Helmreich 
Attorney-at-Law

120  W. Main Street
Lexington, Georgia 30648

706-743-3410

“Diligence is the mother of 
good luck.”

 
— Benjamin Franklin
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Thursday, Jan. 13
n Basketball: George Walton 
at OCMS girls, 4:30 p.m.
n Basketball: Georgia Walton 
at OCMS boys, 5:30 p.m. 

Friday, Jan. 14
n Basketball: OCHS girls at 
Laney, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS boys at 
Laney, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 15
n Wrestling: Sectional Duals 
at OCHS, 11 a.m.
n Wrestling: OCMS at Peach 
State Traditionals

Monday, Jan. 17

n Wrestling: OCHS JV at Ar-
cher End of the year Rumble

Tuesday, Jan. 18
n Basketball: OCHS Ninth Grade 
team at North Oconee, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS girls at 
Westside, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS boys at 
Westside, 7:30 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 20
n Basketball: OCMS girls at 
Prince Avenue, 5:30 p.m.
n Basketball: OCMS boys at 
Prince Avenue, 6:30 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 21
n Basketball: OCHS girls at 

Josey, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS boys at 
Josey, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 22
n Wrestling: State Duals at 
Bremen

aThleTIcs schedule

OgleThOrPe sPOrTs

SARAH WHITE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Kirk Ross jogs onto the court as he’s announced prior to Oglethorpe County’s game against Glenn 
Hills on Tuesday. Ross led the Patriots with 10 points in the 60-48 loss.

CHARLES 
FLEMING

Hauling
Clearing 
Grading

706 202-3897

March 4–5 • 2022
Historic Downtown Commerce Georgia

Artist: Kip Ramey 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS!
Now accepting applications for the 10th Annual 
Folk-to-Fine Arts Festival. We are looking for a 

variety of Folk and Fine Artists.
Email folktofi nearts@commercega.org

or call 706-335-6417 for more information.
TO APPLY VISIT WWW.FOLK-FINEARTS.COM • APPLY BY FEBRUARY 15TH

Commerce Civic Center                              110 State Street

GULF-ATLANTIC FORESTRY 
& MASTERS REALTY

Forest Managers & Consultants
Realtors & Appraisers

5% R.E. Commission on all sales
Tel.: 706-202-2996

Email: gulfatlanticforestry@
yahoo.com

Web: gulfatlanticforestry.com

OCMS wrestling continues success
Staff report

Paris Crowder and Kendon 
Brown won their weight classes 
to help lift the Oglethorpe County 
Middle School wrestling team to 
a fourth-place finish at the Peach 
State Duals on Saturday.

There are 17 teams in the league 
and Oglethorpe County is the only 
team to finish in the top four of the 
individual tournament every year 

for the past six years. 
“We had a great week of prac-

tice leading into the meet, and it 
showed on Saturday,” coach Steve 
Mason said. “You will compete 
the way you practice. We finished 
at, or above, our seeds in most 
weight classes.”

Aidan Dellinger and Caden Har-
trum were third; Andrew Goller 
was fourth; Ethan McClean, Rich-
ard Hathcock, Dalton Hilley, Kea-

gan Moats, Isaac Johnson and Tan-
ner McKie were fifth; and Brant-
ley Bonner and Luke Holbrooks 
were seventh.

“I am very proud of all the hard 
work the coaches (Craig Roberts 
and Donny Faust) and all the kids 
have put into the season,” Mason 
said. “Most of our team was first 
year/beginner wrestlers. These 
kids have grown so much since the 
first day of practice. ”

By De Turner
The Oglethorpe Echo

With the new year, comes a new 
spring sports season at Oglethorpe 
County High School. Athletes and 
coaches are ready to face the chal-
lenges coming in the next few 
months, whether it is aiming for re-
demption in the playoffs or repeat 
championship titles. Here is what to 
expect this upcoming season:

Baseball
The Patriots lost five seniors 

from their starting lineup after last 
year’s first-round exit in the playoffs 
against top-seeded Thomasville. 
Eight seniors will “be the back-
bone” of this year’s roster, coach 
Kris Patel said.

The Patriots have been condition-
ing since November to put them in 
the best position to achieve their 
biggest goal, which Patel said is 
winning the region and hosting the 
first round of the playoffs.

“(I’m looking forward to) seeing 
the hard work that my guys have put 
in come to fruition on the field,” he 
said. “They have been busting their 
butts this offseason in order to put 
themselves and the team in a posi-
tion to be successful.”

Baseball tryouts will begin on 
Jan. 17, and the first game of the 
season will be at home against Rich-
mond Academy on Feb. 15.

Track and field
Both the girls and boys track 

teams had historical seasons last 
year, with the girls winning the Class 
AA state championship and the boys 
finishing sixth. Both teams had indi-
vidual and relay top finishers.

The teams will maintain the ma-
jority of their rosters from last year, 
with only seven combined seniors 
lost. They also plan to pick up athletes 
from the middle school track team.

The boys team will head into this 
season with a new 
head coach. Maurice 
Freeman served as 
the assistant coach 
last year. 

“I’m mostly look-
ing forward to con-
tinuing to grow as a 
coach and bond with 
the coaching staff 
and team,” he said. 
“The coaching staff 
is truly amazing and 
I also feel like the 
athletes we have are 
determined and will 
do something real-
ly special this season 
and beyond.”

Girls coaches Tim 
and Penni Stoudenmire said another 
goal will be to “take girls that think 
they can’t do something and show 
them that they can do everything.”

Track training will begin on Feb. 
14 and the first meet will be on 
March 3.

Soccer
The girls soccer team was region 

runner-up last season and advanced 
to the Elite 8. The boys were third in 
the region and were knocked out in 
the first round. 

Strength and conditioning train-
ing for the teams began in the sum-
mer and picked back up in early 
winter. With only nine combined se-
niors lost from last year, they will 
both have young returning players.

“We have a young team,” boys 
coach Erich Forschler said, “but this 
will be our most talented team yet. If 
we’re lucky, everyone will commit 
to a process of continuous improve-
ment and do it for genuine pleasure.”

Forschler said he wants to wait un-
til the teams are set to decide together 
on their specific goals for the season. 

For the girls, last season showed 
them what they were capable of and 
helped create their desired outcome 
for this spring.

“I know these girls want to prove 
that they can be region champions 
and go even further into the play-
offs,” coach Mary Kate Shealy 
said. “We have a strong returning 
team and I believe we have a strong 
freshman group coming in. It is up 
to us to put in the work and effort, 
physically and mentally, to see the 
results we want.”

Varsity and JV boys and girls 
teams will scrimmage at Jackson 
County on Jan. 25-26. The first var-
sity home games will be against 
Athens Christian on Feb. 1.

Golf
The girls golf team brought anoth-

er region championship title to OCHS 
last spring before finishing fifth in the 
state tournament. The boys team was 
the runner-up in the region.

Both teams are aiming for better 
results this season, which begins on 
Feb. 16.

“I’m very excited,” boys coach 
Dale Blalock said. “I think we’re 
going to have a really, really good, 
strong boys team this year, much 
stronger since last year. So, I think 
we have a good shot in winning the 
region.”

Blalock said with the recent in-
crease in interest 
among students, he is 
expecting around six 
golfers for each team. 

While all  four 
boys from last year 
wi l l  r e tu rn  th i s 
spring, only two 
veterans are back 
on the girls team. 
Girls coach Melis-
sa McGarity remains 
confident that it will 
reach its goals.

“I have faith that 
even with just the 
two returners, we 
will do well,” she 
said. “They did de-
cently well last year, 

considering they had never played 
golf before. The new girls joining us 
this year are quick learners. I’m look-
ing forward to watching them play.”

The first match is scheduled for 
March 3.

Spring teams near 
start of new seasons

Wrestling to host sectional 
duals; tickets on GoFan app

Staff Report
 
Oglethorpe County defeated El-

bert County 78-6 to win the Area 
5-AA Dual Championship at Inde-
pendence Hall on Saturday.

The Patriots, the defending state 
champions, defeated Westside 72-
12 and Elbert County knocked off 
Glenn Hills 60-24 in the semifi-
nals to advance to the final. 

Westside defeated Glenn Hills 
40-34 in the consolation.

“I was pleased with how we 
wrestled Saturday,” coach Tim 
Stoudenmire said. “Truth be told, it 
was the first time all season that we 
put all the pieces together. We have 
had kids hurt, sick, you name it. We 
have just been unable to get every-
one in the lineup at one time, so to 
put up 78 points on Elbert, it makes 
me think we are heading in the 
right direction at the right time.”

The Patriots will host Jeff Davis 
(Area 3), Putnam County (Area 2) 
and Coosa (Area 7) in the section-
al round, beginning at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday. The state finals will be held 
at Bremen on Jan. 22.

Tickets to the sectional duals 
are available on GoFan, a ticket-
ing app. To buy tickets, download 
the app or go to gofan.co.

“We need a big crowd this Sat-
urday,” Stoudenmire said. “Peo-
ple that come to our home match-
es tell me all the time that our 
fans are great. I couldn’t agree 
more. In fact, I got a text from 
an opposing coach just this eve-
ning where he said, ‘your fans are 
SAVAGE, and I love it.’ We need 
a huge, loud and savage crowd at 
Independence Hall this coming 
Saturday.” 

Glenn Hills 60, 
OCHS boys 48

Kirk Ross scored 10 points and 
had 10 rebounds, and Nick Huff 
scored nine and had 14 rebounds, 
but Glenn Hills knocked off the 
OCHS boys in a Region 4-AA 
game on Tuesday night. Cooper 
Mattox added eight points for the 
Patriots, who have lost seven con-

secutive games and fell to 5-10 
this season.

“We started the game flat and 
fought an uphill battle the entire 
game,” coach Larry Brown said. 
“We got down 25 points and we 
cut the lead to 10, but was not able 
to finish.”

Butler 49,        
OCHS boys 29

Luke McGarity, who finished 
with six points, takes a shot in 
Oglethorpe County’s 60-48 loss 
to Glenn Hills on Tuesday.

OCHS girls 43, 
Butler 33

Kenzie Henderson scored 14 
points to lead the OCHS girls past 
Butler in a Region 4-AA victory 
on Friday. Aariana Bell and Den-
im Goddard added 10 points each 
for the Lady Patriots.

Butler 51,        
OCHS JV boys 27

Cole Appling led the Patriots 
with 15 points in a JV loss to But-
ler.
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Luke McGarity, who finished with six points, takes a shot in 
Oglethorpe County’s 60-48 loss to Glenn Hills on Tuesday.
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“I think we’re 
going to have a 

really, really good, 
strong boys team 

this year, much 
stronger since last 
year. So, I think we 

have a good shot in 
winning the region.”

Boys golf coach  
Dale Blalock
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