
*COUPON*

Buy one
 BBQ sandwich,
 Get one FREE!

Limit one per customer. Offer expires 2-26-22

1140 Athens Rd, Crawford, GA 30630
 (706) 743-7000  • GBrandBBQ.com
Hours: Monday - Wednesday Closed

Th ursday - Saturday 10:00AM - 9:00PM
Sunday Closed

See CHURCH, Page 3
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Patrick Burgess, who is from Sandy Cross, and his wife Shantisa lead worship on a recent Sunday at Mount 
Olive Baptist Church.
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COVID-19 
cases on rise 
in schools

Free N95 masks
available locally;
tests by mail

By Thomas Ehlers
The Oglethorpe Echo

An unwelcome guest en-
tered the hallways when 
Oglethorpe County students 
returned to the classroom 
after break.

The district reported 59 
new COVID-19 cases on 
the week of Jan. 10, with 
numbers trending high-
er last week. Oglethorpe 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Beverley Levine 
said that 30% of students at 
Oglethorpe County Primary 
School were absent on Jan. 
21, with some of those stu-
dents sick and others elect-
ing to stay home as a pre-
caution. With dozens of fac-
ulty out as well, Levine said 
staff members from across 
the county filled in where 
necessary to allow learning 
to continue.

“The faculty stepped up 
there and helped cover each 
other,” Levine said. “We 

had to request a lot of help 
from staff, and that’s always 
appreciated. You some-
times, in situations like this, 
see the best in people.”

Across the school system, 
there were 88 new cases for 
the week ending on Jan. 21, 
up 49% from the previous 
week. By comparison, there 
were zero cases the first 
week after holiday break 
last year and six new cases 
the week of Jan. 22, 2021. 
Before the holiday break, 
cases peaked at 45 for the 
week of Dec. 12, 2020.

O g l e t h o r p e  C o u n -
ty Schools nurse Kristina 
Turner and Levine make 
contact with parents and 
guardians regarding pos-
itive tests. The duo con-
tacted more than 600 peo-
ple last week alone, work-
ing well after closing time 
to make sure everyone was 
informed.

By Darden Hearn
The Oglethorpe Echo

Oglethorpe County resi-
dents should be able to pick 
up free N95 masks at retail 
pharmacies in Athens this 
week as part of the Biden 
Administration’s nationwide 
COVID-19 response plan. 

According to the phar-
macies, the Kroger Mar-
ketplace on U.S. Highway 
29 North and the Kroger on 
College Station Road expect 
the N95 masks to be deliv-
ered and available on Fri-
day. 

The Walgreens stores on 
Lexington Road and Bar-
nett Shoals Road expect the 
masks to be available in ear-
ly February, but didn’t have 
additional details. 

Skrip Shoppe Pharma-
cy, Colbert Pharmacy, the 
CVS on Lexington Road, 
Walmart Supercenter on 
Lexington Road and the 
Oglethorpe County Health 
Department didn’t have in-
formation on mask deliver-
ies.

According to the Geor-
gia Department of Pub-
lic Health, 245 Oglethorpe 
County residents tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 in the 
past two weeks. 

Three free N95 masks 
will be available per adult, 
and only adult masks will 
be available when the pro-
gram starts. 

The nat ionwide N95 
mask distribution is part of a 
wider plan that includes last 
week’s rollout of a website 
and phone line where Amer-
icans can sign up to receive 
free, rapid antigen at-home 
COVID-19 tests, according 
to the White House.

The rapid COVID-19 
tests are available at co-
vidtests.gov. The site re-
quests a name with contact 
information and a shipping 
address. 

A COVID-19 test or-
der contains four tests, and 
there is a limit of one order 
per residence. In partnership 
with the U.S. Postal Ser-

Mount Olive’s new senior pastor 
out to serve, energize community
Patrick Burgess, a Sandy Cross native, is the 13th pastor of Crawford church

By Shannon Moran 
The Oglethorpe Echo 

Music filled Mount Olive Bap-
tist Church as the congregation wel-
comed its newest senior pastor, 
Clarence “Patrick” Burgess. 

Parishioners clapped their hands 
and stomped their feet among stur-
dy oak pews. Dim light through 
stained-glass windows created vi-
brant purples and pinks on the car-
pet, while pattering drums comple-
mented the spirited scene. 

Then, Burgess roused the modest 
church last Sunday morning with a 
fiery sermon about “going to work” 
for the community. 

Mount Olive, which is in Craw-
ford, is a historically Black church 
that has been a cornerstone of the 
community since 1971. In his role as 
the 13th pastor of Mount Olive, Bur-
gess said he vows to honor its rich 
history and traditions, while also ad-
vocating for change. 

“It is a family-oriented church, 
full of love and full of embracing all 
walks of life,” Burgess said.

A native of Sandy Cross, Burgess 
began his journey into the ministry at 
the age of 6, thanks to a toy piano he 
received for Christmas. He admired 
the black and white keys, eventually 
teaching himself the rhythm, melody 
and notes necessary to perform gos-

pel music. He played for churches 
across Northeast Georgia before be-
coming an ordained minister in 2005. 

On Sundays, Burgess, 34, can be 
found behind the piano and the pul-

SHANNON MORAN/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Patrick Burgess, with his wife Shantisa, is the 13th pastor at Mount 
Olive Baptist Church, a historically Black church in Crawford.

InsIde
Miles Mason and 
the Oglethorpe 
County wrestling 
team lost 
in the 
Class AA 
team dual 
final. ... Page 10

Read the Echo now online
Staff Report

The Oglethorpe Echo has gone 
digital. 

You can now go to theogletho-
rpeecho.com to read Oglethorpe 
County’s only newspaper and catch 
up on local news, sports, opinion 
and other stories from across the 
county. 

The website is free for everyone 
until Feb. 18, and then most stories 

will be limited to subscribers of the 
paper.

You can follow The Echo on 
Facebook (facebook. com/Ogletho-
rpeecho), Instagram (instagram.
com/oglethorpe_echo) and Twit-
ter (twitter.com/oglethorpe_ echo).  
Also, a weekly e-edition and email 
newsletter will be sent to subscrib-
ers, and nonsubscribers can sign up 
for the email newsletter on the front 
page of our website.
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ObITuarIes
ann grIffIThs

Mrs. Ann Bussey Griffiths, 78, 
of Vesta Community, Carlton, 
went to be with the Lord on Sat-
urday, January 22, 2022, at Mead-
ows Health Hospital in Vidalia.

Mrs. Griffiths was born in Au-
gusta on January 26, 1943, daugh-
ter of the late Drew and Mae Jor-
dan Bussey. She was the office 
manager of her family business, 
3G Group Sales. Ann was a de-
voted prayer warrior and an active 
member of Vesta Baptist Church. 
She was “Grams” to her family 
and absolutely adored her grand-
children. She enjoyed cooking and 
working in her flower gardens as 
long as her health permitted. Her 
son, Gil Rogers, preceded her to 
Heaven.

Survivors include her hus-
band of 38 years, Terry Cemlyn 
Griffiths; sons and their wives: 
Brent and Leigh Griffiths of Carl-
ton and Braiden and Jennifer 
Griffiths of Lexington; grandchil-
dren: Bryce and her husband Luke 
Boggs, Jayden Griffiths, Elisse 
Griffiths, and Emilee Griffiths; sis-
ter, Helen McCloud of N. Augusta, 
SC; and numerous other relatives 
and friends.

In addition to her parents and 
son Gil, she is preceded in death 
by her brothers: Curtis Bussey and 
Conrad Bussey.

Due to COVID-19, there will be 
no formal visitation. Those wish-
ing to pay their respects to Ann 
may do so on Tuesday, January 

25, from 12:00-7:00p.m. at Ber-
ry Funeral Home. A private grave-
side service will be held at Athens 
Memory Gardens, and a celebra-
tion of life will be announced in 
the spring.

Contributions may be made in 
her memory to Gideons Interna-
tional.

Those wishing may sign the on-
line guestbook at www.berryfh.
com.

Berry Funeral Home & Crema-
tory of Elberton is respectfully in 
charge of arrangements for Mrs. 
Ann Bussey Griffiths.

rufus “Mac” 
MccannOn

Rufus “Mac” McCannon, 80, 
died January 22, 2022. 

Born in Oglethorpe County, he 
was the son of Onnie and Mae 
Bell McCannon.  Mr. McCannon 
was preceded in death by his lov-
ing wife of 51 years Mary Collins 
McCannon; great granddaughter, 
Annabelle Grace Jordan; brothers, 
Warren Mell McCannon, Marshall 
McCannon; and sister, Iris Hollo-
man Gunnells.  

Mr. McCannon was a dedicated 
and loving husband, father, grand-
father, great grandfather, brother, 
friend, and coworker.  He proudly 
served in the United States Navy 
for four years.  Mr. McCannon 
was a longtime member of Colbert 
Baptist Church.  His faith in his 
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ was 
the foundation of his life.  He was 

well known at the Bread Basket, 
Pace Garage, and throughout the 
city of Colbert and beyond.  His 
encouraging spirit and friendliness 
will be missed in Colbert and by 
all those who knew him.  

Survivors include his children:  
Debbie (Marc) Hale, Hull, and Al-
len McCannon, Colbert; grandchil-
dren, Kasey (Adam) Jordan, Kait-
lyn (Kellen) Harris, Andrew (Ca-
leigh) McCannon, Gavin McCan-
non; great grandchildren, Addy 
and Byron Jordan.

Funeral services will be held at 
2:00 PM on Sunday, January 30th, 
at Colbert Baptist Church.  Inter-
ment will be at Colbert Cemetery.  
The family will gather before the 
funeral in the family life center of 
Colbert Baptist at 1:00 PM.  

In lieu of flowers, the McCan-
non Family would like for dona-
tions be made to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes in honor of Mac 
McCannon.  Please make checks 
payable to FCA and mail to: Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes, PO 
Box 862, Colbert, GA  30628. 

Lord and Stephens Funeral 
Home, Danielsville, is in charge 
of arrangements. www.lordandste-
phens.com 

charlIe 
hubbard

Charlie Hubbard, 89, of Lexing-
ton, passed away on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 18, 2022. 

He was born on November 3, 

1932. Charlie was the son of the 
late Lincoln Hubbard and Stella 
Arnold Hubbard. He was preced-
ed in death by his wife, Charlotte 
T. Hubbard, siblings Juanita New, 
Grover Hubbard, William Hub-
bard, James Hubbard, Emory Hub-
bard and Geneva H. Taylor.  

Survivors include his daugh-
ter Gale (Eddie) Boswell of Lex-
ington, Tommy Langley and Ma-
rie Evans of Lexington, one broth-
er, Herman Hubbard, three grand-
children Kenny (Beth) Boswell, 
Adam (Deidre) Boswell, and Jen-
nifer (Wesley) Whitlock. Sev-
en great-grandchildren, Princess 
Refuerzo, Mason Armour, Hunt-
er Boswell, Maddie Armour, JD 
Armour, Remington Boswell and 
Charlotte Whitlock. 

Four very special friends, Jan 
Bailey, Tillie Ptak, Roger & Car-
la Patton. 

Mr. Hubbard was a retired 
truck driver for Ryder Truck 
Lines and a retired chicken farm-
er. For many years, he was the 
Fire Chief for Maxeys Volunteer 
Fire Department and was also on 
the Oglethorpe County Board of 
Commissioners. Charlie served 
as Trustee at Crawford Pentecos-
tal Church for over 50 years and 
was chosen as an honorary board 
member in 2021. He was dedicat-
ed to his church and served faith-
fully, loving, and supporting Bish-
op Donald Wineinger and Pastor 
Blake Smith.  

Mr. Hubbard and his late wife, 
Charlotte, were foster parents for 
over twelve years. They cared for 
over one hundred children during 
that time. Charlie was a wonder-
ful father to his only child, Gale 
Boswell, she was his pride and 
joy. He dearly loved his son-in-
law, Eddie, and his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. The fam-
ily would like to express their sin-
cere gratitude to Compassus Hos-
pice for their loving care.

Visitation will be Sunday, Janu-
ary 23, 2022 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
at Crawford Pentecostal Church 
804 Athens Rd., Crawford, GA, 
with a funeral service on Monday, 
January 24, 2022 at 12:00 p.m., 
also at the church.

Interment will follow at the 
Center United Methodist Church 
Cemetery in Stephens, GA. Masks 

are requested. Flowers are accept-
ed, in lieu of flowers and at Char-
lie’s request, donations may be 
made to Crawford Pentecostal 
Church Youth Dept. P.O. Box 239 
Crawford, GA.

B a r r e t t  F u n e r a l  H o m e 
Oglethorpe Chapel has been en-
trusted with final arrangements.

annIe lucIlle 
Meyer

Annie Lucille Meyer, 86, of 
Winterville, GA, passed away Jan-
uary 19, 2022. She was the daugh-
ter of the late Mike Pope and Zil-
la Mae Martin. She was also pre-
ceded in death by husband, Bob-
by Dawson Meyer; two daughters, 
Tracie Kay Meyer and Robin Kim 
Meyer; brothers, Garland Martin, 
Mike Martin and Terry Martin and 
sisters, Marty Cox and Pat LaFon-
taine.

Graveside services are Tues-
day January 25, 2022 2:00 pm at 
Winterville cemetery. The fami-
ly will visit at the cemetery before 
the service from 1:00pm to service 
time.

Survivors include: daughter, 
Kathy Lynn Morgan; sister and 
brother, Sharon (David) Martin 
and Miles E. Martin; grandchil-
dren, Kirsten A. Meyer, Jeremy R. 
Serpa and Larissa Sorrow; several 
nieces and nephews.

Lo rd  &  S t ephens  Fune r-
al Homes, East, Athens, GA is in 
charge of arrangements.
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vice, orders will ship within seven 
to 12 days, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. 

The phone line — 1-800-232-
0233 — is for those who may 
have difficulty accessing the in-
ternet or need additional help to 
place orders. 

The line also provides informa-
tion regarding which areas have 
received the vaccine.

However, the White House 
is prioritizing what it calls “the 
most vulnerable Americans,” and 
the first 20% of each day’s or-
ders are directed to ZIP codes that 
are high on the CDC and Agen-
cy for Toxic Substances and Dis-
ease Registry’s Social Vulnerabil-
ity Index.

MasKs,   
frOM Page 1
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WILLIAMS TREE SERVICE
& LAND CLEARING

“From the top of the tree down to the roots - We Can Do It All”
- Cell Ph. - 706-255-6764 - text only

CARY WILLIAMS
Owner/Operator

• Fully Insured • Free Estimates • Full Equipped 
 • Specializing in Dangerous Tree Removals

 • Stump Grinding   • Land Clearing • Hauling  
• Chipping   Equipment

 • Bobcats   • Chipper  • Dump Trucks
Also Available: Mulch & Firewood - Delivery or Pick-up

Words From The Well
A bi-weekly ministry of Living Water Baptist Church, Arnoldsville

Someone in uniform is usually an attention-getter! Military personnel, po-
lice officers, waiters and waitresses, store clerks, etc. are often the ones we 
look to for help and assistance. Why? Because that’s what they do ... help and 
assist. Galatians 5:25 says, “If we live by The Spirit, let us also walk by The 
Spirit.” I love how the Amplified Bible breaks it down: “If we [claim to] live 
by The [Holy] Spirit, we must also walk by The Spirit [with personal integ-
rity, Godly character, and moral courage — our conduct empowered by The 
Holy Spirit].” When that person puts on the uniform, he or she assumes the 
role for which the uniform represents. So it is [also] with those who find spir-
itual life in The Spirit; they will proceed in such a way they are directed by 
that same life-giving Spirit. There will be no obvious disconnect, no inter-
ruption, no confusion in The Christ they represent and how they represent 
Him! Those who put on the uniform of The Spirit do (live, walk) as The Spir-
it leads. And, as we “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
Him,” we bear “fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God.” (Colossians 1:10). How important it is we be dressed in the Beauty of 
Christ, and that Beauty [of His] bear-out in our lives. Believers, check your-
self and make sure you’re in Uniform!

By Sydney Fordice
The Oglethorpe Echo

Household trash pickup rates 
in Lexington will increase af-
ter a unanimous vote by the Lex-
ington City Council at its Jan. 13 
meeting. The price per can will 
go from $5 to $8, and extra cans 
from $9 to $12, after AAA Sanita-
tion increased its rate from $11 to 
$13 for the city. 

The company has served Lex-
ington since 2016 with a steady 
rate. Matt DiPalma, owner of 
AAA Sanitation, said the compa-
ny is raising prices for all its cus-
tomers due to a spike in landfill, 
containers, fuel and tire costs.

This adjustment will be manda-
tory for Lexington residents, and 
City Clerk Kim Bradford said she 
expects the price change to be re-
flected in the March bills.

In Lexington news:
n The council heard a request 

from the National Society Daugh-
ters of the American Colonists 
to make renovations to the late 
Georgia Gov. George R. Gilm-
er’s gravesite in the Beth-Salem 
Presbyterian Church cemetery. 
They voted unanimously to allow 

the group to refurbish the existing 
plaque. 
n  Councilman Ronnie Boggs 

was selected to be the mayor pro 
tem, and the conversation on ap-
pointing a new recorder judge 
was paused until the council 
could review suggested candidate 
Markus Boenig. 
n  After the council’s third 

reading of certain Georgia State 
Minimum Standard Codes for 
Construction, members will take 
a vote to approve amendments 
involving violations, penalties, 
right of entry and inspection war-
rants in February. 

Maxeys traffic 
safety updates

In Maxeys, the city council dis-
cussed implementing new speed 
limit signs at its Jan. 17 meet-
ing. Mayor Warren Gilson said 
two of the signs will be radar 
signs placed along state Route 77, 
where speeding is an issue. Ra-
dar signs indicate the speed that 
an oncoming vehicle is travel-
ing compared to the posted speed 
limit.

“DOT just came up with this 
program that allows us to get this 
equipment at no cost to us except 

for the installation,” Gilson said. 
“We had looked at it about three 
years ago, and it was just a little 
bit too cost prohibitive at the time 
for us. But since they’ll provide it 
to us, we’ll take advantage of the 
situation.”

The meeting’s agenda included 
reports on water system updates, 
including at the historic Gillen 
building near city hall. Gilson 
said the 1907 building — which 
used to be a department store — 
has never had running water, but 
a water meter was recently in-
stalled. 

The building is being restabi-
lized after falling into such dis-
repair that it made the Georgia 
Trust for Historic Preservation’s 
2018 list of “Places in Peril.”

Gilson said the council also 
discussed plans to replace the de-
cades-old roof of Maxeys’ multi-
purpose building, which hous-
es the city hall, volunteer fire de-
partment and post office. 

In other news:
n The Arnoldsville City Coun-

cil is looking into creating an es-
tablishment marker for the new 
city hall building and discussed 
options during its Jan. 20 meet-
ing. 
n  The Crawford City Council 

approved the city’s 2021 financ-
es during its Jan.11 meeting. Cop-
ies of the reports can be made at 
city hall.

Cities make decisions 
on pricing, signage 
and renovations

By Elena Westbury
The Oglethorpe Echo

Jay Paul,  chairman of the 
Oglethorpe County Board of Com-
missioners, will join other county 
officials for a meeting in Wilkes 
County next month to try and push 
for more state regulation of sludge 
dumping. 

Paul and commissioners from 
Wilkes, Madison, Elbert, Warren 
and Glascock counties will meet 
with the Department of Agricul-
ture on Feb. 18 to advocate for 
more state-level assistance in the 
regulation of soil amendments. 

“If we can’t do it, we’re begging 
them to,” said Paul. 

Residents of Oglethorpe and 
nearby counties have dealt with 
foul-smelling chicken byproducts 
and other unknown substances be-
ing dumped on farmland near their 
homes as a type of soil amendment 
the past few years. 

According to the 2020 Georgia 
Code, the term “soil amendment” 
refers to “any substance intended 
for changing the characteristics of 
soil or other growth medium.” 

Companies can register their in-
dustrial byproducts through the 
Department of Agriculture, and 
Paul said, as long as it is free of 
septage, it can usually be classified 

and qualified as a soil amendment. 
In early 2021, state legislators 

made amendments to the Geor-
gia Code with Senate Bill 260 that 
expanded on the rules and regula-
tions of soil amendments. One of 
the changes includes the require-
ment, “Every owner and opera-

tor of a farm on which soil amend-
ments are being applied to (must) 
procure a site-specific nutrient 
management plan and make a 
copy of such plan available for in-
spection at the request of the de-
partment.”

However, with the state legisla-

ture’s revised rules and regulations 
for soil amendments, Paul said the 
local government’s hands are tied 
when it comes to being able to 
properly regulate the application 
of sludge. 

“The counties wanted to adopt 
more stringent regulations, and 
then the state overan what we can 
do,” he said. 

Counties are limited to a setback 
regulation of 100 feet in proper-
ty lines because of another rule 
that was passed in Senate Bill 260. 
This 100-foot buffer limit for the 
application of sludge is not enough 
for residents who can smell the 
pungent odor on their property. 

Michelle Lester, of Lexington, 
discovered through water testing 
that the consequences of nearby 
sludge dumping go far beyond its 
foul stench. 

“We found that people who live 
closest to the farm (with sludge) 
had higher arsenic levels in their 
well water compared to those who 
lived further out, some of it beyond 
the EPA guidelines,” Lester said. 

Lester said soil amendment test-
ing needs to go way beyond what 
is currently required, and more 
regulations for sludge dumping 
need to be implemented by the 
state to prevent toxic air and water 
quality in the county. 

Paul joins county officials in push for 
regulations to prevent sludge dumping 

church, 
frOM Page 1
pit. After delivering an impas-
sioned sermon, he accompanies his 
wife, Shantisa Burgess, in song. 
Shantisa’s powerful vibrato rever-
berates against the stained glass, 
moving much of the congrega-
tion to tears during her rendition of 
songs like “Break Every Chain.” 

Burgess said his position at 
Mount Olive, which began Jan. 
6, was divinely orchestrated. He 
had led New Tate’s Grove Baptist 
Church in Elberton for seven years, 
when the deacons of Mount Olive 
extended him the offer of senior 
pastor.  

“I knew God was in it because 
I’ve always had a yearning to come 
back home to Oglethorpe,” said 
Burgess.  

Although compelled to worship 
at Mount Olive, Burgess couldn’t 
abandon his other congregation in 
the midst of a pandemic. He ul-
timately decided to balance both 
roles; he now serves as a senior 
pastor at Mount Olive and New 
Tate’s Grove Baptist Church. 

Twice a month, Burgess preach-
es at Mount Olive and dedicates his 
time to connecting with each pa-
rishioner on a personal level. He 
greets members with handshakes 
and jokes, filling the church with 
laughter and a palpable sense of 
comradery.  

Mount Olive’s tight-knit con-
gregation regarded the election of 
a new senior pastor as a significant 
opportunity for the church.

“Pastor Burgess is the youngest 
pastor that Mount Olive has had, 
and I think he comes with a com-
pletely different vision,” said Ter-
shant Smith, a longtime member of 
the church. 

Burgess’ vision is focused on is-
sues that affect the surrounding 
city. With a poverty rate of 16.1%, 
according to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, he considers Crawford to be 
in desperate need of community 
outreach. 

From providing children with 
free backpacks to registering eli-
gible voters, Burgess is focused on 
building a stronger community and 
a more charitable church.  

“If the church is not connected 
to the community, there will be no 
church,” Smith said.

Burgess plans to make an even 
bigger impact on Crawford by 
starting an after-school program, 
participating in food drives and de-
veloping a support system for the 
elderly.

But in the meantime, Mount Ol-
ive Baptist Church is committed to 
creating a worship experience filled 
with music and fellowship. 

“We embrace everybody. I be-
lieve if we love one another, ev-
erything else will fall as it should,” 
Burgess said.

SYDNEY FORDICE/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
The historic building that housed the A.J. Gillen Department Store 
in Maxeys recently had a water meter installed for the first time in 
its history.

OnlIne
Listen to voices from the 
Mount Olive Baptist Church 
at theoglethorpeecho.com
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OPInIOn & cOMMenTary

Dink NeSmith
dnesmith@
cninewspapers.
com

Georgians should speak 
up for common sense

Right now, high-paid influence peddlers 
are working around the clock under the 
Gold Dome. Some of what they are “ped-
dling” isn’t in Georgia’s best interest. 

Quite the opposite. 
Throughout the General Assembly, you 

can find evidence where special interests, 
rather than common sense, are the rule. A 
good place to observe that is in the House 
and Senate committees on Natural Resourc-
es and Environment. These elected men and 
women have an avalanche of documents to 
read and digest. That’s why lobbyists for the 
polluters are ever ready to glaze over threats 
to our natural resources and environment 
while touting the wishes of their clients.

Here are two examples:
Mining next to the Okefenokee
Twin Pines’ lust for mining on the lip of the Oke-

fenokee National Wildlife Refuge is a foolhardy 
scheme. Furthermore, digging deep holes in Trail 
Ridge, which borders the swamp, would be reckless 
endangerment to an irreplaceable natural wonder. 

There’s but one Okefenokee. 
Where is the logic and common sense in doing any-

thing that could cause irreparable harm?
Yes, I understand there is a severe hunger for jobs 

in Charlton County. But why be shortsighted and 
prostitute what cannot be replaced? The right ap-
proach is for Georgia’s Department of Economic De-
velopment to part-
ner with our down-the-
road neighbors and find 
eco-friendly employers. 
Among the Folkston ar-
ea’s amenities are prox-
imity to I-95, the ports 
in Brunswick and Jack-
sonville and people 
ready to work.

Much of rural Geor-
gia is starving for good-
paying jobs. But I’ve 
said this before, “I 
would not trust our ir-
replaceable natural resources to the Alabama mining 
company.” I hope Georgia’s environmental decision-
makers will evaluate Twin Pines’ track record and rely 
on common sense to say, “No, thanks.”

If you want a qualified opinion about the Okefe-
nokee proposal, email me. I will send you Dr. Rhett 

Jackson’s — UGA Warnell School of Forest-
ry and Natural Resources — research paper 
on the ill effects of Twin Pines’ plan. The sci-
ence-based facts recommend, in my words, 
“Don’t walk away … run!” 

That’s advice our General Assembly mem-
bers won’t hear from the highly paid lobby-
ists.

Toxic-coal-ash storage 
Georgia has an opportunity to be a nation-

al example of how to responsibly store tox-
ic coal ash. You should be concerned that the 
Peach State won’t win that distinction, courte-
sy of Georgia Power’s army of high-pressured 
lobbyists. The behemoth utility — the one that 

does so much good — is not doing such a good job of 
storing every ounce of its estimated 90 million tons of 
poisonous coal waste in an eco-friendly manner.

Why?
We’re back to those lobbyists, who are laser-fo-

cused on the General Assembly, our Public Service 
Commission, our Department of Natural Resourc-
es and its Environmental Protection Division (EPD). 
Those lobbyists have succeeded in selling their clients 
— Georgia Power and its parent, the Southern Com-
pany — as “sacred cows,” whose bottom lines cannot 
be harmed. 

Again, the science is clear. Coal ash is loaded with 
heavy metals, toxic to our health. Georgia Power has 
dewatered some of its coal-ash ponds. A portion of the 

material is stored in lined land-
fills. 

Good for Georgia Power. But 
the scary truth is that the com-
pany wants to leave too much 
coal ash in unlined pits, sitting in 
groundwater and leaking. Geor-
gia Power promises to monitor 
the situation. Where’s the com-
mon sense in any of that? 

Time won’t cure a toxic-coal-
ash sore. 

Georgia Power has the land 
and the resources to build its 
own lined storage facilities, 

away from streams and wetlands.
Right now, proposed legislation to protect the Oke-

fenokee and safer storage of toxic coal ash is being 
weighed under the Gold Dome.

Corporate lobbyists are being heard.
If Georgians remain silent, shame on us.  

Donations will be tax-deductible, retroactively, when our 
501(c)(3) application is approved by the IRS.

The First Amendment
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 

right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.”

- James Madison, Founding Father and 4th U.S. President- James Madison, Founding Father and 4th U.S. President

P.O. Box 268
Lexington, GA  
30648
706-743-3111

The echO’s OPInIOn

Tell us why you love 
Oglethorpe County

PublIc MeeTIngs

Feb. 7
n Oglethorpe County Board of Commissioners, 6 p.m.
n Lexington Historic Preservation Commission, Lexington City Hall, 7:30 p.m.
n Winterville Planning & Zoning Commission, Winterville Auditorium, 5:30 p.m.

Here’s a question for you: “Why do you love Oglethorpe 
County?” 

It’s one enormous land mass with multiple communities — 
The Glade to Cherokee Corner and Vesta to Stephens — sprin-
kled over 283,000 acres. 

If you strike up a conversation with residents in Sandy Cross, 
they’ll tell you, “This is the best place to live.” And then ask the 
people in Maxeys, and you’ll likely get the same answer.  

Ditto for Lexington, Crawford, Arnoldsville, Goose Pond, 
Devil’s Pond, Smithonia, Flatwoods, Palmetto, Philomath, Sa-
lem, Wolfskin, Hutchins, Veribest and Lake Oglethorpe, and the 
folks who say, “I live on Centerville Road or Wesley Chapel 
Road.”  

Let’s not forget the county residents who get their mail from 
the post offices of Winterville, Colbert, Carlton and Comer. What 
have we missed? 

The Oglethorpe Echo would like to hear from you, in 150 
words or less, why you love where you live.  

Maybe it’s the A.T. Brightwell Scholarship that attracted you 
to Maxeys.

Or our school system was why you live inside our county’s 
boundaries. 

Smithonia puts you close to Watson Mill State Park. Georgia’s 
longest covered bridge, horse and hiking trails, splashing on the 
shoals or picnicking make the park one of Georgia’s sparkling 
gems. 

History, throughout Oglethorpe, is a big attraction. 
Another magnetic asset is our proximity to the amenities of 

Athens and the University of Georgia. A short drive from the qui-
et life gets you there. 

Wherever you go in Oglethorpe County, you’ll hear, “We like 
the quality of life here.” The wide-open spaces, the rolling land-
scape, the woodlands, the stars at night and, for sure, the friendly 
people make us feel “at home.” 

These are our words. We’d like to read and share your words.
Take a few minutes and tell us why you love Oglethorpe 

County. You can send us a letter to P.O. Box 268, Lexington, GA 
30648, or you can email us at editor@oglethorpeecho.com.  

We’ll publish your brief essays in upcoming editions. The 
Oglethorpe Echo has “loved” this community for 148-plus years, 
and we love being your newspaper.

Our mission is to keep you informed. We strive to be the com-
munity’s ultimate recorder of happenings and history.

We believe a good newspaper is a community talking to itself, 
through the pages of 52 editions every year.

Talk to us.
Tell us why you love Oglethorpe County.

“Right now, proposed 
legislation to protect the 

Okefenokee and safer 
storage of toxic coal 
ash is being weighed 

under the Gold Dome.”

Opinion & Letter Policies
n The Echo’s Opinion is a staff editorial expressing the 
views of The Echo.
n Opinion or guest columns express the views of the writer 
only.
n We encourage letters to the editor on a wide range of is-
sues and topics. 
n Publication of any letter is subject to the discretion of the 
The Oglethorpe Echo. All views expressed in any letter are 
those of the writer.
n Letters are subject to editing for style, grammar or libel 
and should be limited to 350 words.
n All letters must be signed. Please include street address 
and phone number for the verification of identity. Only names 
and city of residence will be published.
n Letters are due by the weekly deadline of Monday at 
5 p.m., on a week of normal publication schedule. Holiday 
events often cause an earlier deadline.  
n Letters can be mailed to: Editor, P. O. Box 268, Lexington, 
Georgia 30648 or e-mailed to editor@oglethorpeecho.com

The OgleThOrPe echO

P. O. Box 268
Lexington, Georgia 30648

editor@oglethorpeecho.com
706.743.3111

Serving Oglethorpe County for more than 148 years
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REVENUES EXPENDITURES

CURRENT TAXES 2,274,380.95 CLERK OF COURT 122,609.17
DELIQUENT TAXES 27,285.31 PROBATE 105,905.21
PENALTIES AND INTEREST 17,433.49 SHERIFF'S OFFICE 712,764.63
TAG & TRANSFER FEES 25,964.77 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 216,433.96
TIMBER TAXES 27.37 TAX COMMISSIONER 151,270.82
COMMISSION 184,137.32 JAIL 520,281.66
MOBILE HOME TAXES 1,879.22 CORONER 9,639.50
MOTOR VEHICLE REVENUE 893.63 PUBLIC WORKS CAMP/ROADS 353,895.75
TAVT MOTOR VEHICLE REVENUE 427,841.19 AMBULANCE SERVICE 505,375.99

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 12,144.12
      TOTAL TAX COMM OFFICE 2,959,843.25 LIBRARY 41,841.30

HEALTH DEPARTMENT 43,258.20
ACC MSW HOST FEE 144,414.78 COOPERATIVE EXTENSION OFFICE 30,478.12
AMBULANCE SERVICE 295,750.68 MAGISTRATE 94,000.42
BEER/WINE/LIQUOR TAXES 42,182.86 LOCAL VOTER REGISTRAR 51,929.44
CELL TOWER RENTAL 5,390.10 TAX ASSESSOR 121,980.89
CUVA FILING FEES 550.00 SENIOR CITIZENS FUND 124,164.65
FINES/FORFEITURES - COC 81,094.35 RECREATION DEPT 30,294.32
FINES/FORFEITURES-PROBATE 206,041.37 BOARD OF TAX EQUALIZERS 865.00
FRANCHISE TAX 4,086.91 JUDICIAL EXPENSES 103,140.81
GREEN BAGS 22,226.00 BUILD INSP/ZONING ENF & INSP 90,633.75
INTANGIBLE/RECORDING TAX 3,737.33 RECYCLING SITES 21,908.55
INTEREST RECEIVED 2,839.97 ANIMAL SHELTER 21,781.50
JAIL BOARD 52,710.00 DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 21,413.34
JAIL COMMISSION REVENUE 15,575.62 VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPTS 57,493.19
LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX 487,876.92 TOTAL $3,565,504.29
MAGISTRATE COURT 17,044.30
PLANNING AND ZONING 33,561.94
PROBATION 1,500.00
REAL ESTATE TRANSFER TAX 124.00
SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER 69,973.09
     TOTAL 1,503,920.94

TOTAL REVENUES 4,463,764.19

Oglethorpe County Income & Expenditures
            July 2021-December 2021

Headmaster’s Corner
By Steve Cummings

OPEN HOUSE

On Thursday, January 27, 
we will host two Open House 
sessions at ACS at 9:00 am 
and 7:00 pm. We would love to 
have you join us.

One takeaway from the 
pandemic is that many parents 
learned what was actually being 
taught in their public schools 
— and they were shocked. Do 
you know what your children 
are being taught in your public 
school? Does it line up with 
your value system and your 
view of our Country?

We are proud of our rigorous 
academic program, our 100% 
college acceptance rate, and 
our successful extracurricular 
activities, and we would love to 
show you more about ACS. We 
believe you will be impressed 
by what we can offer your 
children.

cOVId, frOM Page 1
“We appreciate our parents who 

continue to do their best to keep 
our students safe by reaching out 
when they have questions,” Turn-
er said. “Our focus will continue 
to be on keeping the sick kids at 
home and the well kids coming to 
school.”

While Levine hopes the numbers 
are rounding off, parents and stu-
dents should be aware of the latest 
protocols.

Levine said if a student tests pos-
itive, parents should let the system 
know. The system needs a copy of 
the test, and at-home tests are ac-
cepted. Levine said the Department 
of Health does not accept at-home 
tests to add to county totals, but the 
school system will accept them out 
of caution.

Levine said the system follows 
state guidelines for returning to 
school. Students must stay home 
for five days after their symptoms 
begin, but may return to school 
after the five-day period wearing 
a mask as long as they are fever-
free without medication for 24 
hours and symptoms are “getting 
better.” 

The system then focuses on con-
tact tracing. If a student in the pri-

mary or elementary school tests 
positive, all students in the class are 
informed of possible exposure. At 
the middle and high schools, teach-
ers turn in seating charts and stu-
dents are asked who they sit with 
at lunch, on the bus and during oth-
er activities to figure out which stu-
dents were exposed.

If exposed, a student not show-
ing symptoms may still attend 
class, but must wear a mask. 
Levine said the district provides 
cloth masks to the primary and el-
ementary schools and KN95 masks 
for middle and high school stu-
dents.

If middle or high school stu-
dents test positive, devices can be 
checked out to complete work. 
At the primary and elementary 
schools, teachers will be in contact 
with parents to either pick up work 
or check out a device. 

While COVID-19 has made 
these past few weeks tough for the 
district, it plans to operate normal-
ly.

“The teachers, all the staff, want 
to remain open,” Levine said. 
“That’s the ultimate goal here. It’s 
stressful for the teachers right now, 
and all the staff really.”

GULF-ATLANTIC FORESTRY 
& MASTERS REALTY

Forest Managers & Consultants
Realtors & Appraisers

5% R.E. Commission on all sales
Tel.: 706-202-2996

Email: gulfatlanticforestry@
yahoo.com

Web: gulfatlanticforestry.com

CHARLES 
FLEMING

Hauling
Clearing 
Grading

706 202-3897

By Liset Cruz
The Oglethorpe Echo

There’s only one stoplight — at 
the intersection of U.S. Highway 
78 and North Street in Crawford 
— within the 442 square miles of 
Oglethorpe County.

“I think some of these people 
like it being a one-light town,” 
Oglethorpe County Sheriff Da-
vid Gabriel said. “They like the 
quaintness of it; that’s why they 
moved down here.” 

Including the state routes, 
more than 27,000 vehicles trav-
el through Oglethorpe County ev-
ery day. Although the current draft 
of the Oglethorpe County Com-
prehensive Plan for 2037 doesn’t 
contain plans to add another light, 
county residents have specific traf-
fic-related concerns — some of 
which are more challenging to 
solve than others.

What is traffic like 
in Oglethorpe?

T h e  m a j o r  h i g h w a y s  i n 
Oglethorpe County are U.S. High-
way 78/state Route 10, state Route 
22 and state Route 77.

The Georgia Department of 
Transportation's Traffic Analy-
sis & Data Application (TADA) 
provides data collected on public 
roads, and according to it, Lexing-
ton reached an annual average dai-
ly traffic (AADT) of 27,010 vehi-
cles in 2020. 

This number combines the traf-
fic count from 78/10, state Route 
22 and state Route 77. In Craw-
ford, the AADT reached 11,700 
vehicles, 9,680 of which account-
ed for the traffic on 10.

In 2021, Oglethorpe County 
had nine roadway fatalities, five of 
which were medical related, Gabri-
el said. In 2019, Oglethorpe Coun-
ty had two roadway fatalities, ac-
cording to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, none 
of which occurred at intersections. 

Since most of the traffic in the 
county travels on state highways, 
Oglethorpe County commissioners 
don’t have the authority to install 
stoplights at these intersections.

“Those areas involve state high-
ways so that would be something 
that would be engineered by peo-
ple on the state level,” said Jay 
Paul, chairman of the Oglethorpe 
County Board of Commissioners.

 

What are specific 
traffic concerns?

Oglethorpe County Planning 
Director Ashley Peterson said 
drivers frequently don’t complete-
ly stop at one two-way stop on 
Sandy Cross Road.

“We're trying to make sure that 
people aren't rolling through that 
stop,” Peterson said.

Another concern, Gabriel said, 
is the merging of two lanes on 
78/10 before entering Crawford, 
where the speed limit goes from 
55 to 35 mph.

“People will come up on that 
hill, and they’ll try to outrun ev-
erybody else to get in front,” Ga-
briel said. “One of my recom-
mendations (to the Department of 
Transportation) was if they would 
go ahead and blend that in at the 
bottom of the hill into the top and 
make it a one-lane going up. You 
create some congestion, which 
slows people down before they get 
into the city.”

School traffic is also of concern. 
There are two 15-20 minute inter-
vals where traffic backs up near 

school zones.
“You see a lot of traffic built up 

until Bunker Hill Road hits High-
way 78,” Paul said. “If you’re try-
ing to come up Highway 22 and 
Highway 78, and you want to turn 
left, come into Lexington, and 
you're caught up in the school traf-
fic. That can be a challenge for 
you.”

What are the plans 
for traffic changes?

The infrastructure plan for 
Oglethorpe County is a draft, but 
contains plans to add traffic calm-
ing improvements. These include 
sidewalks, street trees and in-
creased street interconnections to 
improve walkability and slow traf-
fic within existing neighborhoods. 

Peterson said there are no plans 
to add more traffic lights.

“If there were, I would think 
that it would probably — now I'm 
not sure that this will ever happen 
— but it would probably go on 78 
and, I believe, 22 right there,” Pe-
terson said. 

The infrastructure plan, instead, is 
focused on expanding sewage lines 
and internet broadband accessibility. 

That’s fine with some residents, 
who aren’t thrilled with the one 
stoplight in Oglethorpe County.

“Some people think we don't 
even need it,” Paul said.

Officials discuss traffic concerns, 
possible solutions for county

LISET CRUZ/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
The traffic signal at the intersection of Athens Road, which is also 
U.S. Highway 78/state Route 10, and North Street in Crawford, is 
the only stoplight in the county.

Editor,

There’s so much to say! I’m 
elated even today! I mean, it still 
puts a huge smile on my face ev-
ery day knowing we did it. 

My Dawgs, our Dawgs, are No. 1. 
National champions! 
I was born in 1980 and grew up a 

diehard Dawg fan. I never stopped 
believing! The morning after the big 
win we were all still pumped up off 
coffee and adrenaline.

And we were hyped at work 
when they brought in the paper 
late. Boy, did everybody go crazy 
all over again! We screamed and 
cheered. The customers along with 
us! We we’re all happy together. 
Even after only 2½  hours of sleep, 
we were not tired. 

My mom and I bought every 
newspaper. We went to the UGA 
Bookstore, walked around cam-
pus and waited in long lines to get 
even more merchandise! We had 
to have it! 

The Echo, our local newspaper, 
even had a special edition to cel-
ebrate the champs! The quality of 
the paper warms my heart. It’s re-

ally evolved in a very short peri-
od of time! I added it to my collec-
tion, as well! 

It’s a moment I’ll never forget, 
and I was able to share that with 
my momma! This is a story I will 
tell forever. I’ll never forget this 
experience! 

I’m proud of my hometown of 
Oglethorpe County, even more 
proud to be from the state of Geor-
gia and blessed to be a Georgia 
Bulldog fan!

— BeeBee Drake, Crawford

leTTers TO The echO

DINK NESMITH/
THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
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THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Serving Oglethorpe County since 1874

Here’s how to show your love for 

Th ere’s only one 
newspaper in 
the world that 

loves 
Oglethorpe County!

We welcome your 
donations.

Make checks payable to:
 Th e Oglethorpe Echo Legacy, Inc.

Post Offi  ce Box 268, 
Lexington, GA 30648

Donations will be tax-deductible, 
retroactively, when our
501(c)(3) application 

is approved by the IRS.

Amount Received: ______________________
Subscription # _________________________
From ________________________________
To __________________________________

New             Renewal
Name: ________________________________
_____________________________________
Address: _____________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Email Address: ________________________
_____________________________________

 In-County: 1yr $21.60 (incl tax)
Adjoining County: 1yr $28.08 (incl tax)
Elsewhere in GA: 1yr $34.56 (incl tax)

Out-of-State: 1yr $35 (no tax)

“Th e Oglethorpe Echo is a valued asset to 
the county, and a BIG THANK YOU to 

Dink NeSmith and UGA’s Grady College of 
Journalism for continuing the 

legacy of this wonderful newspaper.”
- Ralph Costa

Director of Operations | Bell’s Food Stores

By Shanna Reynolds
Oglethorpe County Extension

Though our winter weather is not ideal for outdoor 
garden work, this is a perfect time to plan your next 
vegetable garden from the comfort of your recliner 
and cozy blanket. Here are a few things to consider 
as envision your garden success:
n Variety selection — It seems I’m inundat-

ed with seed catalogs this time of year. I’m charmed 
by the beautiful pictures of oddly colored vegetables, 
but rarely do those experiments yield well for me. 
Select vegetable varieties that are proven to be suc-
cessful for your area. A good place to start is UGA 
Extension’s “Vegetable Planting Chart,” or ask oth-
er local gardeners what has worked well for them. 
Try new varieties, but only plant a small amount un-
til you determine their worth.
n Timing — The next step is to decide when 

to plant. Look for suggested planting times for the 
area on each seed package or consult the UGA Exten-
sion “Vegetable Garden Calendar” for advice. Warm 
season vegetables like tomato, eggplant, pepper, can-
taloupe and watermelon should not be planted until 
the danger of frost has passed. Cold hardy vegeta-
bles like cabbage, collard, broccoli and lettuce can 
be transplanted a couple weeks earlier. Many vegeta-

bles are suitable for starting from seed indoors soon. 
I just pulled out my tabletop garden boxes earlier 
this week. They’ll claim their spot near my kitchen 
window from around the beginning of February un-
til Easter.  
n Pollinators — Bee pollination is important 

for vine crops like squash, pumpkin and watermel-
on. Unless you want to get out in the garden with a 
tiny paintbrush and move pollen yourself, plan to at-
tract some help in the form of beneficial insects. Add 
a few flowers to your planting list for the year.
n Layout — I encourage you to think through 

the layout of your garden by mapping out areas for 
planting. You can maximize your space if a garden is 
properly laid out. Plant early season or quick matur-
ing crops, like radishes and lettuce, together so they 
can be taken out together. Or even better, plant them 
in alternating rows with vine crops, so as the short 
season vegetables come out, the vines have more 
room to run.

Garden planning may not be as thrilling as getting 
your hands in the soil, but it can be rewarding and 
is certain to produce a more productive garden than 
“winging it” once warmer temperatures arrive. 

For a copy of UGA Extension publications, vis-
it the Oglethorpe County Extension Office at 55 
Oglethorpe Drive in Crawford or call 706-743-8341. 
Email: shanna.reynolds@uga.edu.  

Plan it before you plant it

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Take time to plan your garden before you plant it this spring. Plant early season vegetables together, 
so they can be harvested at the same time or alternate them with vine crops.

arOund 
The cOunTy

STUDENT OF THE MONTH

SUBMITTED PHOTO
McKenzie Freeman is the Oglethorpe County Rotary Club’s 
Student of the Month. Freeman is a student at Oglethorpe 
County High School and her parents are Michelle and Vic-
tor Freeman.
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Oglethorpe County Rainfall Reporting Network
Name (CoCoRaHS Number) Location                 Jan. 17-24                                          
Lee Thaxton (OG-2)     Upper Flatwoods      0.30
Kevin Hartley (OG-4    Arnoldsville      0.46
Danny Morcom (OG-5)          Arnoldsville    0.56
Pete Kalla (OG-7)        Sandy Cross   0.49
Paul Webb (OG-10)           Lexington   0.45
Wayne Hughes (OG-12)       Wolfskin   0.54
Gwen Hirsch (OG-15)         Smithonia   0.48
Michael Moody (OG-20)       Glade   0.46
Kathrine Clark (OG-29)      Lexington   0.56

Oglethorpe County average rainfall for the week: 0.48 inches. 
Athens rainfall for the week:  0.40 inches (typical weekly 0.92).
Measurements reported 7 a.m. Monday.  

Vecteezy.com

Y’all have probably heard about 
the storms that went through Ken-
tucky on the night of Dec. 10.  

Unless you see it for yourself, 
there are no words to describe the 
devastation. For more than 160 
miles, twisters tore across the land-
scape of rural Kentucky, over hills 
and through valleys, virtually de-
stroying everything in their path.  

This kind of disaster is over-
whelming. Imagine coming home to 
what had been your house and barns 
with trees all around — and find-
ing an open field that looked like a 
trash dump. These people did not 
know where to begin to get back to 
a life as they once knew it. Their 
world was essentially gone!

This is where a small team of 12 
good ol’ boys from Northeast Geor-
gia come in.  

Armed with lowboy tractor-trail-
er trucks and HD pickups with 
gooseneck trailers, we set out on a 
quest on the morning of Jan. 9, tak-
ing along two track hoes (excava-
tors), two bulldozers and three skid 
steers with grapple attachments.  

We were off to help the little 
man, the small farmer or resident 
in rural Kentucky. They had lost 
everything. FEMA couldn’t help 
them, and they had no resources to 
even start to rebuild. 

Our objective was to clear their 
land, collect and pile their 
debris for pickup and leave 
them with property ready 
to make a fresh start. 

We turned war zones 
into building sites.

You should have been 
there when we pulled into 
the entrance of a farm 
property — yellow lights 
flashing — and tell the 
farmer that we were there 
to help him for free. 

Tears were always shed 
by those tired and fright-
ened eyes. 

Often, all a couple could 
do was stand there and say, 
“Y’all have no idea what 
this means to us!”

We got up before dawn 
and ate breakfast at this 
wonderful restaurant. 
Then, it was off to some 
little development or farm and get 
to work. Only stopping at noon for 
some hamburgers and soft drinks, 
we were at it from sunup to sun-
down.  

Chain saws cut the downed trees 
off fence lines and driveways so the 
bulldozers could push them away. 
The track hoes did the heavy lifting, 
picking up whole trees from places 
where the saw gang could not go.

We attacked it like ants, with ev-
erybody pitching in where need-
ed. Sometimes our equipment mo-
mentarily failed at the pace we were 
pushing it. Then it was all hands on 
deck to get a track back on or re-

place a broken hydraulic hose.  
You never knew what you would 

find in the rubble. Some clean-
up had already happened, like the 
small mobile home community we 
helped put in order. All those mo-
bile homes that were left behind by 
the storm were total losses and, for 

the most part, had been demolished 
by earlier crews and hauled away.  

We cut and piled everything else, 
downed trees, porches, decks, limbs 
and just general debris.  As long as 
we moved it into piles within 15 
feet of the driveways, streets and 
roads, FEMA would bring in a giant 
10-wheel truck pulling a huge trail-
er with a knuckle boom.  

One after another of these giants 
arrived and left with tons of debris. 
We found a U.S. Marine who could 
not get down his driveway. When 
we finished, he was grinning ear to 
ear at the newly cleared entrance to 
his damaged house.

After dark, it was off to some re-
ally good eating joint for barbeque, 
steaks, chicken or fish. We didn’t 
hold back much on the good eating. 
Then it was off to the cabins they 
provided for us and in the sack, ex-
cept for Monday night.  

Go Dawgs! Otherwise, every-
body went to sleep early. 
Some were even accused 
of turning off the light and 
being asleep before it got 
dark.

We planned to stay un-
til the following Sunday, 
working for six straight 
days with a travel day on 
the front and back end. Af-
ter all, it took about nine 
hours to get up there.  

Mother Nature threw 
us a curveball. The weath-
er turned nasty on Satur-
day, so we packed it up on 
Friday and headed to the 

house. We rolled into Moon 
Farms with all the equip-
ment. Nobody stayed around 
very long once we were 
back in Madison County.  

We were safe and un-
harmed. I think one pulled 
muscle was our only injury.  

I think that I can speak for the 
rest of the team when I say this ad-
venture was one of the most re-
warding things that any of us had 
ever done.  

We all headed back to our homes 
hoping that we had at least done 
something that would make a dif-
ference in the lives of a few people 
who may not have had much hope.  
We were effectively “The Dirty 
Dozen,” but we liked to think of 
ourselves as “The Magnificent 12.”  

Maybe someone will make a 
movie about our little adventure.  

Nah! I don’t think so; but it is a 
tale worth telling.

Tales of Sandy Cross
Charity — A Southern Tradition

Charlie Snelling

uPcOMIng

Oglethorpe County Primary 
School is accepting names for the 
pre-K lottery until Feb. 14. 

Call 706-743-8194 to be added 
to the list. 

Children must be 4 years old 
before Sept. 1, 2022.

The Oglethorpe Democrats 
will hold a Zoom meeting at 7 
p.m. Jan. 27 to discuss plans for 
2022, including recruiting candi-
dates for the board of education 
and board of commissioners’ rac-
es. 

The Zoom link: https://us-
02web.zoom.us/j/82205178679?p
wd=MmNncWEycU5wVk50azRt
WFYwbTVHZz09

Meeting ID: 822 0517 8679
Passcode: 148621 race
For questions, please call 706-

742-7319 or e-mail janehill@hill-
work.com

 
The TRR Cobb, Camp #97, 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
will hold a historical presentation 
at 7 p.m. Feb. 3 the Smith House 
(1760 Old Epps Bridge Road, Ath-
ens). Ray Herren, professor emer-
itus, Department of Agricultural 
Leadership, Education and Com-
munication will speak on a top-
ic titled: “The Ulysses Grant Ad-
ministration: Corrupt or Incompe-
tent?” Masks are strongly encour-
aged.

The Oglethorpe County GOP 
meeting is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. 
Feb. 8 at the Oglethorpe County 
Library. 

A meet and greet is at 7 p.m., to 
be followed by the meeting.

Jonathan Garcia, who is a can-
didate for governor, and Col. Alan 
Sims, who is running for the 10th 
District congressional seat, are the 
guest speakers.

The Oglethorpe County Re-
publican party is encouraging 
anyone who would like to run for 
district commissioner or for the 
board of education to call Dave 
Gossage at 706-614-0633. 

Depot No. 3 in Arnoldsville has 
scheduled several events this win-
ter. 
n Feb. 5: The library book sale 

is scheduled for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
n Feb. 5: A concert by Angela 

Easterling.
For more information, go to 

3railroad.org.

The Oglethorpe County High 
School Class of 1980 is planning 
a reunion in 2022 at the Chateau 
Elan Winery and Resort in Brasel-
ton. If interested, please contact 
Lenita Armstrong (706-224-0850) 
or Faye Appling Sorrells (706-
286-6617). 

WeeKly

The Oglethorpe County Rota-
ry Club meets at 7:15 a.m. Fridays 
at the Farm Bureau, with meetings 
lasting from 7:30-8:30 a.m.

Here is the schedule:
Jan. 28: Dink NeSmith (He 

will discuss the changes at The 
Oglethorpe Echo.)

Feb. 4: Student of the Month

Oglethorpe County Library 
presents Toddler/Pre-K Story 
Time, featuring stories, rhymes and 
songs, at 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays. 
The children will receive a craft 
kit that they can take home. Space 
is limited, so call the library (706-
743-8817) to reserve a spot or reg-
ister at oglethorpepl.libcal.com/
event/8515387.

The Antioch Baptist Church 
meets at 11 a.m. every Sunday at 
135 Railroad Road, Stephens. Sun-
day School is held at 10 a.m. For 
more information, email antioch-
baptist.stephens@gmail.com.

The Athens Area Religious So-
ciety of Friends, known as Quak-
ers, meet for worship from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Sunday, at 2092 U.S. 
Highway 78, Athens Road (the his-
toric Cherokee Corner Church). 
Our worship is prayer and medita-
tion. All are invited.

Winterville Center for Com-
munity & Culture, 371 N. Church 
St., Winterville, offers Chair Yoga 
from 6-7 p.m. until Feb. 8. Mary 
Moseley will teach a class that will 
help “develop your imagination, 
expand your self-awareness, im-
prove communication, work coop-
eratively and allow you to express 
a healthy release of emotions,” 
the center states. Cost: $60 for six 
weeks. Call 706-742-0823, visit the 
center or go to the website (winter-
villecenter.com/classes/).

Winterville Center for Com-
munity & Culture, 371 N. Church 
St., Winterville, offers Creative 
Dramatics from 9-10 a.m. until 
Feb. 28. Nicole Bechill will teach 
a class that promotes deep breath-
ing, mindfulness and inward listen-
ing. Cost: $80 for eight weeks. Call 
706-742-0823, visit the center or 
go to the website (wintervillecen-
ter.com/classes/).

annOunceMenTs

Northeast Georgia CASA 
seeks volunteers to be advocates 
for children in foster care in our 
eight-county service area. Advo-
cates help to inform the court of the 
child’s well-being and make rec-
ommendations for the best interest 
of the child. Children with an ad-
vocate do better in school, receive 
more appropriate services and find 
permanent homes more readily. 
CASAs are a valuable protection 
for the most at-risk youth in our 
community. CASA training begins 
in January. Contact Chuck Taylor 
at   Chuck.Taylor@northeastgaca-
sa.org or call 706-886-1098.

Ninth District Opportuni-
ty, Inc. announces Home Heat-
ing & Water Help for the Elder-
ly and Medically Homebound for 
Oglethorpe County and many sur-
rounding area counties. House-
holds in which every member is 
age 65 and older or is medical-
ly homebound due to health rea-
sons may apply for assistance 
with their heating and water bills. 
One-time payments will be made 
by check issued to the home heat-
ing and water suppliers up to $500 
each. Eligibility is based on the in-
come of all household members. 
When applying for assistance, per-
sons will present verification of 
age for everyone in the home, ver-
ification of all household income 
received within the past 30 days 
(check stubs, public assistance 
checks, unemployment checks, 
etc.); verification of Social Secu-
rity numbers for everyone in the 
home, verification of citizenship 
(driver’s license, state ID, etc.), 
and the most recent heating source 
and electric bill and water bill. 
Bring all documentation as we 
can no longer obtain the Informa-
tion for you. All eligible applicants 
are asked to contact Ninth District 
Opportunity, Inc.’s scheduling sys-
tem at 855-636-3108 or www.ndo.
org/eap. No walk-ins, please. Ap-
pointments will be scheduled until 
all funds are exhausted. Addition-
al information will be made avail-
able online at www.ndo.org. Only 
households 65 years of age and 
older or medically homebound 
can apply now. Applicants that do 
not meet the required criteria will 
be denied. Ninth District Oppor-
tunity, Inc. is an equal opportuni-
ty agency while providing servic-
es without regard to age, race, re-
ligion, gender, sexual orientation, 
disability, national origin, or any 
other classification or category.

cOMMunITy calendar

No matter how you feel, get up, dress up, show up 
and never give up.

Happy January birthday to Brittany Wood, Marcelle 
Turner, Walter Bonds, Claudia Arnold, Pastor James 
Olds, Kimberly Petit, Teresa Hill and Mozelle Smith.

Join us on the “War Room Show” with Delbra 
Kendrick on Facebook Live at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
1. Our special guest will be Sister Sarah Thomas of 
New Bethlehem Baptist Church. 

Hear our cry O Lord, some of us need a miracle 
and we need it soon. Make a way Lord.

The St. John Church Indoor Yard Sale (632 
Crawford-Smithonia Road, Crawford) will be held 
at 8 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 29. Items include: dress-
ers, bookshelves, recliners, chairs, dining room ta-
ble, couches, love seats, microwave, dorm refrigera-
tor, pots and pans, home decor and more. Call (706) 
202-6707 for more information. All donations bene-
fit the church.

Pastor Larry Clark and the New Zion Church of 
Jesus Christ invite your church to a Benefit Pro-

gram for John and Latasha Gresham, whose belong-
ings were destroyed by a house fire. This program is 
scheduled for 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29. Please help 
support this needy cause.

Celebrate the first anniversary of the “War Room 
Show” at VFW Post 2872 (835 Sunset Drive, Ath-
ens) at 3 p.m. March 13. The program will feature 
Grammy Award winner Keith “Wonderboy” John-
son, Queen of Gospel Debra Snipes and Oglethorpe 
County’s very own Frankie and Tina Cleveland. 

Admission is $10 at the door. VIP is $25 and must 
be purchased by March 1. Sponsors and vendors are 
welcome. Please call (706) 202-6707 for more in-
formation. All proceeds will benefit the “War Room 
Show” ministry. 

Prayers go out for the sick, shut-ins, bereaved, 
homeless, helpless, hopeless, school children, and 
staff members. Know that you are not alone.

Big “O” Thought For The Day: Be proud to say 
that Jesus is your Lord, your Savior, your Healer, 
your Father and your everything. Greatness is yours!

deb’s cOMMunITy OuTreach

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Charlie Snelling was among a group of 12 men from Oglethorpe 
County and around Northeast Georgia who helped the tornado 
victims in Kentucky.

SUBMITTED PHOTO     
David Whitehead (from left), Larry Johnson, Tony 
Lastinger, Randy Ray, David Ash, Dennis Moon, 
Colt Hart, Bruce Moon, Mark Wiskow and Matt 
Ring were among the group of area men to help 
tornado survivors.
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legals

classIfIeds
serVIces

NEED IN-HOME HEALTH CARE 
FOR FAMILY AND/OR FRIENDS? 
20 Yrs experience — Light house-
work. First Aid & CPR certified. Cur-
rent TB test. Flexible hours (No Sun-
days.) No heavy lifting. References 
available. $13 per hour. Call Delita 
Sisk 706-338-6357. TFN

FREE FIRE WOOD. 19 Lakeshore 
Drive, Crawford. Call Victor at 706-
224-2653. TFN

eMPlOyMenT

HELP WANTED
Quiet Oaks Health Care has imme-

diate day and night time openings for 
LPNs to work 12-hour shifts with ev-
ery other weekend off. The hours are 
6:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. and from 6:45 
p.m. to 6:45 a.m. There are also im-
mediate openings for CNAs to work 
DAY shift from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
We are offering a new higher pay rate 
and after 90 days benefits including 
insurance/sick pay. Fax resumes to 
706-743-5455 or email to quietoak-
shealthcare@gmail.com or come by 
125 Quiet Oaks Drive, Crawford, 
GA 30630. Criminal background and 
drug screen required. We are an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. TFN  
 

HELP WANTED
Quiet Oaks Health Care has posi-

tions available in Dietary, Laundry, 
and Housekeeping. Different depart-
ments have different schedules. After 
90 days benefits include health and 
dental insurance and sick pay. Fax 
resumes to 706-743-5655 or email 
to quietoakshealthcare@gmail.com 
or come to 125 Quiet Oaks Drive, 
Crawford, GA, to complete an ap-
plication. A Background Check and 
Drug Screen are required. We are an 
equal opportunity employer. TFN 

HELP WANTED
The Oglethorpe Echo is seeking 

a part-time associate to assist with 
advertising sales.  Sales experience 
and knowledge of the community are 
a plus. This is not a desk job.  Flex-
ible work schedule is approximately 
20 hours per week. Send resume to 
Publisher, POB 268 Lexington, GA 
30648 or email editor@ogletho-
rpeecho.com. TFN

HELP WANTED
The Oglethorpe Echo seeks a part-

time (25+ hrs/wk) Office Manager, 
Monday-Thursday. Person must be 
highly organized, have excellent 
computer skills (esp. Word and Ex-
cel), and be a very capable multi-
tasker. Email resumes to editor@
oglethorpeecho.com, or mail  POB 
268 Lexington, GA 30648. TFN

 
HELP WANTED

Title: Director of Senior Services
Employer: Oglethorpe County 

Board of Commissioners

Reports to: Chairman, Board of 
Commissioners

Location: 19 Oglethorpe Drive, 
Lexington

Status: Full-time with a competitive 
and comprehensive benefits package 
Compensation is commensurate with 
experience and qualifications.

Under general supervision, plans 
and directs specialized services for 
the elderly in Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia. This position is responsible 
for preparing and managing the Se-
nior Center’s budget, developing 
policy, evaluating contracts, main-
taining necessary records, statistical 
reporting and tracking, and outreach, 
development, and promotion of cen-
ter activities. This position supervises 
Senior Center support staff and vol-
unteers and is responsible for the ex-
ecution of all programs and activities 
at the Senior Center. The Director is 
primarily responsible for meeting ob-
ligations under a contract for services 
with the Northeast Georgia Area 
Agency on Aging.

Strong candidates will value the 
quality of life, rural culture and 
professional work environment in 
Oglethorpe County. Candidates must 
be comfortable with technology, as 
well as in a boardroom setting.

Please submit resume and cover 
letter by email to: Amy Forrester, 
Oglethorpe County Clerk aforrest-
er@oglethorpecountyga.gov Subject: 
Director of Senior Services

Or by mail to: Oglethorpe Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners c/o 
Oglethorpe County Clerk, PO Box 
261 Lexington, GA 30648 

Staff Report

All information is from the 
Oglethorpe County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrest/booking reports and 
miscellaneous incident reports. 
All defendants are presumed in-
nocent.

arresTs

n  Robert Tyler Tanksley, Col-
lier Church Road, Comer, was ar-
rested Jan. 18 and charged with 
three counts of cruelty to children 
— 3rd degree, two counts of ter-
roristic threats and acts — felony 

and aggravated assault.
n Brittany Lauren Locke, San-

dy Cross Road, Lexington, was ar-
rested Jan. 19 and charged with fu-
gitive from justice.
n  Miguel Garcia, Reed Street, 

Athens, was arrested Jan. 20 and 
charged with tag light illumination 
required and driving without a val-
id license (misdemeanor.)
n  Aaron Jackson Cheek, 

Parkview Road, Winterville, was 
arrested Jan. 20 and charged with 
theft by receiving stolen property 
— misdemeanor.
n Richard Morris Woods, Ath-

ens Road, Crawford, was arrested 
Jan. 20 and charged with posses-

sion of methamphetamine, willful 
obstruction of law enforcement of-
ficers — misdemeanor, marijua-
na —possession less than 1 ounce 
and tampering with evidence — 
misdemeanor.
n Ambryn Haggard, Lake For-

est Drive, Elberton, was arrested 
Jan. 21 and charged with cruelty to 
animals, marijuana — possession 
less than 1 ounce and tampering 
with evidence — misdemeanor.
n Richard Manago, Jr., Martin 

Luther King Drive, Crawfordville, 
was arrested Jan. 21 and charged 
with failure to appear for finger-
printable charge — misdemeanor.

sherIff’s rePOrT

Don’t Risk a Detour.
LOCK IN A LONG-TERM 
FIXED RATE WITH 
FARM CREDIT.*

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
Helping Georgia Grow for Generations® NMLS# 627367

Don’t Risk a Detour.

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
NMLS# 627367

CAUTION 
HIGHER INTEREST 

RATES AHEAD

AgGeorgia.com

706.678.7088

RELIABLE 
HANDYMAN

706-274-3366 (Brian).  
Licensed.  Home repairs 

to home remodeling.  
Electric, Plumbing, 

Carpentry.   
We show up and get the 

job done. 

VACATION 
RENTAL

Three bedroom, three 
bath beach front con-
dominium available in 
Amelia Island, Fernin-

dina Beach, Florida
Through April 1 - 

Labor Day - $275 per 
night. After Labor Day 
until April First - $175 
per night. Plus $125 
cleaning fee per stay.  

King size bed and two 
queens, fold out double 

bed sofa, single bed 
fold-out love seat. Four 
flat-screen Smart TVs. 
Can access your own 
Netflix or Amazon,  

Full Kitchen, ground 
level patio,breakfast 
nook, large dining 

room table. 
Call 706-224-1400.
Completely booked 
June and July  2022

Available 
February 12-27

sPecIal elecTIOn

STATE OF GEORGIA
CITY OF LEXINGTON
SPECIAL ELECTION QUALIFYING FEE NOTICE

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §21-2-540 and O.C.G.A. 
§21-2-541 the City of Lexington will hold a Special 
Election on Tuesday, March 15, 2022 from 7:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. with the place of said election 
being in the City Hall located at 223 West Mai 
St. Georgia, 30648 to fill one (1) vacant Council 
position. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §21-2-131 (a)(1), 
qualifying fee for the position of Council member 
will be $5.00
Qualifying for the office listed above will begin on 
Monday, January 31, 2022 and will continue day-
to-day through Wednesday, February 2, 2022 The 
hours of qualifying each day shall be from 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 and 
Wednesday 8:30 am- Noon.
The place of qualifying shall be the office of the City 
Clerk of the City of Lexington Georgia being the of-
fice of the Election Superintendent, located at City 
Hall, 223 West Main St., Lexington, Georgia.
Eligibility to serve requires candidates be 21 years 
of age, a resident of the City of Lexington, Geor-
gia for at least one year immediately prior to the 
date of such candidate’s election, a registered and 
qualified voter in the City of Lexington and shall 
continue to reside in the City during term of office.
Kimberley Bradford
City Clerk/Election Superintendent
City of Lexington

PeTITIOn fOr leTTers 
Of adMInIsTraTIOn 
nOTIce

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF OGLETHORPE 
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
ESTATE NO. 2022 P 5
TO: Whom it may concern: LORI BRAZELL has 
petitioned to be appointed administrator of the es-
tate of BARBARA LUCILLE SMITH deceased, of 
said county. (The petitioner has also applied for 
waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of state-
ments, and/or grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All interested persons are 
hereby notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to the petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with the Court 
on or before February 21, 2022.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to the pe-
tition must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections. All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a pro-
bate court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to file as 
an indigent party. Contact probate court person-
nel for the required amount of filing fees. If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be scheduled at 
a later date. If no objections are filed, the petition 
may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier, Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
706-743-5350
02-17-c

nOTIce TO debTOrs 
and credITOrs

All creditors of the estate of Shelley Gladston Bai-
ley, late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment.
This the third day of January, 2022.
Barbara Jannell Bailey
123 Dunbar Place
Winterville, GA 30683
01-27-4p

State of Georgia
Oglethorpe County
All creditors of the estate of Christopher Maurice 
Hitchcock, deceased, are hereby notified to render 
their demand to the undersigned according to law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment to the undersigned.
This day, January 10, 2022.
Nikkia M. Hitchcock, Administrator of the Estate of 
Christopher Maurice Hitchcock

Brad Sperr, Attorney
2350 Prince Ave., Ste. 21,
Athens, GA 30606
01-27-4c

All creditor(s) of the Estate of Freddy Dennard 
Thrasher a/k/a Fred D. Thrasher, deceased, are 
hereby notified to render an account of their de-
mands to the undersigned, and all debtors are 
required to make immediate payment.
This 18th day of January, 2022.
Kathy Copas Thrasher
Executor of the Estate of Freddy Dennard Thrash-
er aka Fred D. Thrasher
Richard F. Connelly, Jr.
Hudson, Montgomery, Kalivoda and Connelly
P.O. Box 8068
Athens, GA 30603
706/549-9823
 
All creditors of the estate of Samuel Lee Dutton, 
Sr., late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment.
This the 4th day January, 2022.
Sharon Dutton
34 Myrtle Lane
Arnoldsville, GA 30619
01-27-4p
 

OgleThOrPe cOunTy 
QualIfyIng fees

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 21-2-131 (a)(1), 
the following qualifying fees were set by the 
Oglethorpe County Board of Commissioners at 
their December 6, 2021 meeting:
$132.00  District Commissioner
$24.00  Board of Education (Member)
Qualifying for the offices listed above will begin at 
9:00 a.m. on Monday, March 7, 2022 and end at 
noon on Friday, March 11, 2022. The General Pri-
mary will be held May 24, 2022.
01-13-c
 

PublIc hearIng

The Oglethorpe County Board of Commissioners 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, February 7th 
at 6:00 pm at 105 Union Point St and via Zoom. The 
public may attend or access the meeting via telecon-
ference. To attend via webinar and register to speak 
on an item visit:  https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_ciH2oHLfQESGcvKh5VvJNA. The purpose of 
this public hearing is to present the following applica-
tions to the Board of Commissioners and to offer an 
opportunity for public input on the application.  
Ada Perez has requested a rezone of a portion of 
1285 and 1287 Athens Road, also known as Tax 
Parcel 053 016, from B2 (Highway Business District) 
to R1 (Single Family Residential) because they are 
no longer conducting business on the property.
Oglethorpe County initiates a rezone of 0 Bridges 
Road, also known as a portion of Tax Parcel 146 
039, from AR (Rural Residential) to A2 (General 
Agriculture). This property was combined with 
some property that is zoned A2, so this would 
clean up a split zoning case along with bringing a 
non-conforming lot into compliance.
Oglethorpe County initiates a rezone of a portion 
of 0 Arnoldsville Road, also known as a portion of 
Tax Parcel 008 145, from A2 (General Agriculture) 
to R1 (Single Family Residential). This property 
was combined with some property that is zoned 
R1, so this would clean up a split zoning case.
Oglethorpe County initiates a rezone of 0 Har-
grove Lake Road, also known as Tax Parcel 021 
044, from R1 (Single Family Residential) to A2 
(General Agriculture). This property was combined 
with some property that is zoned A2, so this would 
clean up a split zoning case.
01-13-c
Public Notice

Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates do-
ing business as Verizon Wireless (Verizon Wire-
less) is proposing to build a 290-Foot Self-Support 
Telecommunications Tower located at 648 Veribest 
Road, Carlton, Oglethorpe County, GA 30627 (33° 
56’ 49.885” N and 82° 59’ 04.079” W). Public com-
ments regarding potential effects from this site on 
historic properties may be submitted within 30-days 
from the date of this publication to J. Ivey, Terracon, 
2105 Newpoint Place, Suite 600, Lawrenceville, 
GA 30043; 770-623-0755; joann.ivey@terracon.
com. Reference Terracon Project No. 49217709A. 
01-20-c

nOTIce Of sale 
under POWer

Pursuant to the Power of Sale contained in a 
Security Deed given by James N. Bramlett and 
Angel Bramlett a/k/a Angel R. Crowe to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as grantee, 
as nominee for SouthStar Funding, LLC, its suc-
cessors and assigns dated 6/8/2005 and recorded 
in Deed Book 16X Page 67 and modified at Deed 
Book 20XPage 103 Oglethorpe County, Geor-
gia records; as last transferred to or acquired 
by Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as 
Trustee for GSAMP Trust 2005-HE5, conveying 
the after-described property to secure a Note in 
the original principal amount of $178,400.00, with 
interest at the rate specified therein, there will be 
sold by the undersigned at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the Courthouse 
door of Oglethorpe  County, Georgia (or such 
other area as designated by Order of the Superior 
Court of said county), within the legal hours of sale 
on March 1, 2022 (being the first Tuesday of said 
month unless said date falls on a Federal Holiday, 
in which case being the first Wednesday of said 
month), the following described property:
All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in 
the 226th G.M.D. of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
consisting of 1.51 acres as shown on that plat of 
survey dated June 17, 1997, by James M. Paul, 
Ga. R.L.S. 1530, as recorded in Plat Book 18, 
Page 86, Public Records of Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, which plat is incorporated herein by ref-
erence thereto for a more complete description. 
Also conveyed is a thirty-foot (30’) wide access 
easement running 1840.97’ from the centerline of 
County Road 312 as shown on said plat of survey.
The debt secured by said Security Deed has been 
and is hereby declared due because of, among 
other possible events of default, failure to pay the 
indebtedness as and when due and in the man-
ner provided in the Note and Security Deed. The 
debt remaining in default, this sale will be made for 
the purpose of paying the same and all expenses 
of this sale, as provided in the Security Deed and 
by law, including attorney’s fees (notice of intent to 
collect attorney’s fees having been given).
Said property is commonly known as 35 Athena 
Lane, Winterville, GA 30683 together with all fix-
tures and personal property attached to and con-
stituting a part of said property, if any. To the best 
knowledge and belief of the undersigned, the party 
(or parties) in possession of the subject property is 
(are): James N. Bramlett and Angel Bramlett a/k/a 
Angel R. Crowe or tenant or tenants.
PHH Mortgage Corporation is the entity or individu-
al designated who shall have full authority to nego-
tiate, amend and modify all terms of the mortgage.
PHH Mortgage Corporation
One Mortgage Way
Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
(800) 750-2518
Note, however, that such entity or individual is not 
required by law to negotiate, amend or modify the 
terms of the loan.
Said property will be sold subject to: (a) any out-
standing ad valorem taxes (including taxes which 
are a lien, but not yet due and payable), (b) unpaid 
water or sewage bills that constitute a lien against 
the property whether due and payable or not yet 
due and payable and which may not be of record, 
(c) the right of redemption of any taxing authority, 
(d) any matters which might be disclosed by an ac-
curate survey and inspection of the property, and 
(e) any assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed first set out 
above.
The sale will be conducted subject to (1) confirma-
tion that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code; and (2) final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan with the holder of the 
Security Deed. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 9-13-
172.1, which allows for certain procedures regard-
ing the rescission of judicial and non-judicial sales 
in the State of Georgia, the Deed Under Power and 
other foreclosure documents may not be provided 
until final confirmation and audit of the status of the 
loan as provided immediately above.
Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as 
Trustee for GSAMP Trust 2005-HE5 as agent and 
Attorney in Fact for James N. Bramlett and Angel 
Bramlett a/k/a Angel R. Crowe
Aldridge Pite, LLP, 15 Piedmont Center, 3575 
Piedmont Road, N.E., Suite 500, Atlanta, Georgia 
30305, (404) 994-7637.
1017-5310A
THIS LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 1017-5310A

B & C
Well Pump 

Repair 
Installation and 

Trenching

Bo Smith  
& Cory Smith

Free Estimates
 Bo: 706-340-6572 - Cell

Cory: 706-340-6396 - Cell

banKsTOn 
cOncreTe & 
cOnsTrucTIOn
(770) 337-8958

Building Slabs, 
Driveways, Sidewalks, 
Retainer Walls, Deco-

rative Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years  
Experience

Big or Small Jobs
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Thursday, January 27
n Basketball: OCMS girls at 
Westminster, 4:30 p.m.
n Basketball: OCMS boys at 
Westminster, 5:30 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 28
n Basketball: OCHS JV at Put-
nam County, 4:30 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS girls at 
Putnam County, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS boys at 
Putnam County, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 29
n Wrestling: Traditional Area 
at Elbert County
n Basketball: OCMS at Athens 
Area tournament

Tuesday, Feb. 1
n Basketball: Butler at OCHS 
girls, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: Butler at OCHS 
boys, 7:30 p.m.
n Soccer: Athens Christian at 
OCHS girls, 5 p.m.
n Soccer: Athens Christian at 
OCHS boys, 7 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 4
n Basketball: OCHS girls at 
Glenn Hills, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: OCHS boys at 
Glenn Hills, 7:30 p.m.
n Wrestling: Traditional Sec-
tions at Bremen
n Soccer: OCHS girls at Cedar 
Shoals, 5:30 p.m.

n Soccer: OCHS boys at Cedar 
Shoals, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 5
n Wrestling: Traditional Sec-
tions at Bremen

Wednesday, Feb. 7
n Soccer: OCHS JV boys at 
Cedar Shoals, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 8
n Basketball: Laney at OCHS 
girls, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: Laney at OCHS 
boys, 7:30 p.m.
n Soccer: OCHS girls at Clarke 
Central, 5:30 p.m.
n Soccer: OCHS boys at Clarke 
Central, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 10
n Wrestling: Traditional State 
at Macon
n Baseball: Scrimmage at 
Washington-Wilkes, 5:30 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 11
n Basketball: Westside at 
OCHS girls, 6 p.m.
n Basketball: Westside at 
OCHS boys, 7:30 p.m.
n Wrestling: Traditional State 
at Macon

Saturday, Feb. 12
n Wrestling: Traditional State 
at Macon
n Soccer: OCHS boys at Lump-
kin County (at UNG), 3 p.m.

aThleTIcs schedule

OgleThOrPe sPOrTs

RELIABLE 
HANDYMAN

706-274-3366 (Brian).  
Licensed.  Home repairs 

to home remodeling.  
Electric, Plumbing, 

Carpentry.   
We show up and get the 

job done. 

VACATION 
RENTAL

Three bedroom, three 
bath beach front con-
dominium available in 
Amelia Island, Fernin-

dina Beach, Florida
Through April 1 - 

Labor Day - $275 per 
night. After Labor Day 
until April First - $175 

per night. Plus $125 
cleaning fee per stay.  

King size bed and two 
queens, fold out double 

bed sofa, single bed 
fold-out love seat. Four 
flat-screen Smart TVs. 
Can access your own 
Netflix or Amazon,  

Full Kitchen, ground 
level patio,breakfast 
nook, large dining 

room table. 
Call 706-224-1400.
Completely booked 
June and July  2022

Available 
February 12-27

AZALEA VILLAGE 
25 AZALEA VILLAGE CIRCLE 

CRAWFORD, GA  30630 
(706)743-3835 

 
 

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED AT THE SITE OFFICE  
MONDAY & THURSDAY 8:00AM-4:00PM 

 
 
 
 

1 & 2 - BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
 

Housing for persons 62 years of age or 
older, handicap/disabled, regardless of 

age 
 

 
 

 LIMITED RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
FOR QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 

 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHERS ACCEPTED 

 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
 

 
                            ACCESSIBLE UNITS 

 
TDD RELAY#: 711 

 
      REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

FORREST HILLS 
25 AZALEA VILLAGE CIRCLE 

CRAWFORD, GA  30630 
(706)743-3835 

 
APARTMENT COMPLEX LOCATED AT 

FORREST HILLS CIRCLE 
 

 
APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED AT THE AZALEA VILLAGE OFFICE  

Monday & Thursday 8:00AM-4:00PM 
 
 

1 & 2 - BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
 

 
 

 LIMITED RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
FOR QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 

 
HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHERS ACCEPTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
 

 
ACCESSIBLE UNITS 

 
TDD RELAY#: 711 

 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 
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Q&ABryan Park builds community, 
memories for local family

By Armani Kardar
The Oglethorpe Echo

Carly Chandler laughs as she 
begins her tennis serve. 

“This is how we settle all our 
marital disputes,” she said. 

Carly, Richard and Paul Chan-
dler are regulars at Bryan Park 
in Crawford. They have lived 
in Oglethorpe County for near-
ly a decade, after relocating here 
in 2013. Carly is the head ten-
nis coach at Cedar Shoals High 
School in Athens.

Whi le  Car ly  and  Richard 
played tennis, their 12-year-old 
son, Paul, practiced his jump shot 
at the court adjacent to his par-
ents. 

“Paul is sports, and sports is 
Paul,” Carly said. Paul said he 
loves basketball and aspires to 
work in sports journalism.

T h e  C h a n d l e r s  s a i d  t h e 
Oglethorpe County Recreation 
Department is not only important 
to them, but to the community. 

Q: How long have you been 
coming to the recreation depart-
ment?

Carly: “Oh, since the day we 
moved here. I think it was one of 
the first places we came to. These 
guys played soccer and T-ball. 
And then we play on the tennis 
courts all the time.”

Q: How often do you come 
here?

Carly: “Oh, every other week, 
something like that. During CO-
VID though, we were here every 

single day. We came every day 
when it was bad because our kids 
were home doing a lot of home-
schooling stuff. So we came here 
a lot.”

Q: What role does the rec-
rea t ion  depar tment  p lay  in 
Oglethorpe County?

Carly: “It's huge. I mean, this 
is where we've gotten to know 
people. This is just how we've 
kind of gotten to know the com-
munity through, you know, kids 
playing sports, and that's coming 
out here and enjoying the courts 
and all that.”

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about the recreation department?

Carly: “If you came out on a 
Saturday during soccer season, 
every single spot is filled — like 
the line to get in is long. Every-
one's here most of the day. It's re-
ally a community event.”

Richard: “And it seems like 
it's people from all backgrounds, 
all ages, enjoy this place. And 
some people are just out for a 
stroll, some people are out, you 
know, working hard on the field. 
So, it's a great spot.”

Q: What separates Bryan Park 
and the recreational department 
from other rural communities 
with similar facilities?

Carly: “I know that there are 
stories from other counties where 
they don't really invest in their 
rec facilities. And you can see the 
toll that takes on the whole com-

munity. They'll (other towns) ask 
to come play their games here be-
cause we’ve invested, and I think 
that's a loss to those competing 
communities that they can't have 
something to center around.”

Q: If money wasn’t an issue, 
what would you add to Bryan 
Park?

Carly: “One thing I would 
love to see is more nature trails, 
like trails through the woods — 
maybe places for people who go 
mountain biking because team 
sports is awesome. But, there are 
a lot of kids or older people, you 
know, that could recreate like 
that.”

ARMANI KARDAR/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Carly (from left), Paul and Richard Chandler, who have lived in Oglethorpe County for nine years, are 
regulars at Crawford’s Bryan Park.

Staff Report

Kenzie Henderson scored 18 
points and had 14 rebounds, and 
Aariana Bell had 12 points and 12 
rebounds to lead the Oglethorpe 
County girls to a 51-38 victory 
over Jefferson County on Tues-
day night.

The Lady Patriots improved to 
13-5 and 6-2 in Region 4-AA.

“It was a good win to start the 
second cycle of region play,” 
coach Brianna Dickens said. 
“With just a couple weeks left in 
region play, every game means 
something and we have to contin-
ue to show up and perform.”

OCHS plays at Putnam County 
on Friday night.

“Our girls seem to be getting 
on the same page and are focused 
and ready to finish region play 
strong,” Dickens said.

OCHS boys 60, 
Jefferson County 55

Javaun Pittard scored 18 points 
to lead the Oglethorpe County 
boys to a 60-55 Region over Jef-
ferson County on Tuesday night.

Kirk Ross scored 12 points and 
Nick Huff added 11 points for the 
Patriots.

Volleyball fundraiser 
scheduled

The Oglethorpe County High 
School volleyball team will host 
the inaugural Red, White & Blue 
6 v. 6 Volleyball Tournament on 
May 21 at the OCHS gym.

Teams of 6-8 players (players 
must be at least 14 years old) can 
sign up for the single-elimination 
coed tournament for $25 per play-
er. The cost is $150 for a team of 
six players, $175 for seven players 
and $200 for eight players.

All proceeds will go to the 
OCHS volleyball program to help 
cover summer camp costs and pur-
chase new equipment and apparel, 
among other items.

The tournament will be capped 
at 16 teams. For more information, 
go to bit.ly/2022vballtourney.

To register, email OCHS vol-
leyball coach Kate Shealy at 
kshealy@oglethorpe.k12.ga.us.

The registration deadline is 
April 21.

“We are not looking for great 
volleyball players — this is pure-
ly meant for fun,” Shealy said in 
an email. “This would be a great 
opportunity to get together with 
your co-workers, friends, family, 
or even a church group, for a real-
ly fun day of volleyball.” 

Lady Pats defeat
Jefferson County
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NortheastHealthDistrict.com/covidvaccine

available at your county

HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT

FREE COVID-19  
VACCINATIONS

+ boosters

Home Listings
*Lovely 3 BR, 2BA craftsman on 5 acres. Completely renovated like 
new. $249,900
*Cute 2BR, 2BA fixer upper with rocking chair front porch in the Glade 
community of Carlton. $130,000

Farm Listings
*Poultry farm with 3 broiler houses, stack house, 3 additional poultry 
houses used for storage along with a 3 BR, 1 BA, 1885 sq. ft. brick 
home all for $699,900

Land Listings
*28.9 acres of mature timber on Pine Grove Rd. in Arnoldsville. 1300 ft 
of road frontage. City water available. $259,000
*Tract 1, 20 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $130,000
*Tract 2, 20 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $150,000
*Tract 5, 21 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $140,000
*1.9 acres on Willow St. in Maxeys. City water and scholarship avail-
able. Great home sites. $24,900
*2.5 acres on Willow St. in Maxeys. City water and scholarship avail-
able. Great home sites. $24,900
*63.03 wooded acres on Arnoldsville Rd. with over 800 ft. of road 
frontage. City water and natural gas at the street. $504,000
*112 acres of beautiful pines & hardwoods overlooking flowing creek. 
Great home site. Good hunting tract or get-a-way. $325,000

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Jake Willcox   
706-338-0765 
willcoxauctions@gmail.com 

Iris Walker  
706-338-8279
apiris1@aol.com

Donna Floyd  
706-206-3587
dfloyd2691@gmail.com

Brian Hill  
706-340-0512
bhill3551@gmail.com

Jessica L. Arnold   
706-338-6566
jessicaleaarnold@outlook.com 

Blake Arnold   
706-340-0866
 blakelarnold@outlook.com

Jake Peacock  
706-255-8762
jacobtpeacock@gmail.com

Brandon Walker
706-338 7586 
bwalker.irisincrealty@gmail.com

Barry Walker
706-318-3340
balwa57@gmail.com

By Meredith Boyd
The Oglethorpe Echo

Oglethorpe County just missed 
its shot at a repeat.

The Patriots, who won the 
Class AA team dual title last year, 
reached the final on Saturday be-
fore dropping a 50-18 decision to 
Lovett. Coach Tim Stoudenmire 
said this loss will motivate the Pa-
triots, who head into the traditional 
state tournament.

“I'd rather have kids that expect 
to win than kids that are OK with 
losing,” he said.

Oglethorpe County defeated 
Pepperell 64-15 and Vidalia 44-
27 to advance to the final, where 
it faced Lovett, a private school in 
metro Atlanta.

Stoudenmire gave credit to fresh-
men Miles Mason and Dylan Anglin 
for their focus and ability to handle 
the pressure of the championship.

“(Mason) didn't go undefeated 
by any means. But he had a good 
tournament,” Stoudenmire said. 
“And, you know, he's a baby … 
He is a 106-pound, 14-year-old 
boy getting thrown into the biggest 
sports environment that he's ever 

imagined could exist. And, he han-
dled it pretty well all day long. He 
really did.”

Anglin displayed a similar ma-
turity. 

“He’s really young, and he han-
dled himself extremely well,” 
Stoudenmire said. “Because at 106, 
a lot of times you'll get other fresh-
men, sometimes a sophomore, but 
you usually get kids that are usual-
ly close to your age. When you talk 
about the 285-pound weight class, 
you usually get a 19-year-old grown 
man … he did not have a perfect se-
ries, but he had a dang good one, 
and he wrestled really well.”

Penni Stoudenmire, the coach’s 
wife and a primary school teach-
er, made sure the team received a 
proper sendoff before it left for the 
state championship, which was in 
Bremen. Her students lined up out-
side Oglethorpe County Primary 

School with posters and pompoms, 
cheering on the wrestlers before 
they left. 

“Sometimes teenagers can look 
at things like that, and they think 
it's kind of lame, or they think it's 
kind of silly — our kids ate it up … 
they loved it,” Stoudenmire said. 

He said this team never rested 
on last year’s title and remained fo-
cused on winning again.

“In the first part of October, we 
all kind of sat down as a team and 
said, you know, we're not gonna 
obsess over it,” Stoudenmire said. 
“We're not gonna talk about it. 
We're gonna get better every day at 
practice and see how far that car-
ries us.”

Community support has also 
been an integral part of the wres-
tling team’s success.

“Our fans are great and trav-
el well, and the sense of commu-
nity here is something special that 
you don’t find in bigger cities or 
schools,” athletic director Kris Pa-
tel said. "The fact that we have a 
vision that is supported by our su-
perintendent, BOE, principal, ad-
min and community is a huge plus 
for us, and I think you’ve seen that 
come to fruition with our athletic 

programs’ recent success/growth.”
Stoudenmire raved about the an-

nual cupcake fundraiser. He said 
the money raised goes toward trav-
el to wrestling camps in the sum-
mer, clinicians, bringing in NCAA 
All-Americans and other season 
expenses.

“Seven mamas for 24 hours 

make $10,000 worth of cupcakes. 
… It’s just a good example of small 
community support,” Stoudenmire 
said. “They (Oglethorpe County) 
bought the heck out of them be-
cause they know it goes toward 
supporting our program … it's one 
of the pieces of the puzzle as to 
why we're having the success that 

Wrestlers second in state
MEREDITH BOYD/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

Oglethorpe County Primary School students show off their poster during a sendoff for the OCHS 
wrestling team.

DONNY FAUST/SUBMITTED PHOTO
Shane Watson sends his Pepperell opponent to the mat to help 
the Patriots advance at the state championship.

DONNY FAUST/SUBMITTED PHOTO
Austin Kort gains the upper hand against his opponent at the 
Class AA team dual championship. 

Dennis Peter Helmreich 
Attorney-at-Law

120  W. Main Street
Lexington, Georgia 30648

706-743-3410

“Our society has normalized the 
silencing of smart people so as 

not to offend the emotions of less 
smart people. Dangerous.” 

—Unknown

OgleThOrPe sPOrTs

OnlIne
Watch the OCPS students 
send off the wrestling team 
at theoglethorpeecho.com


