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By Elena Westbury 
The Oglethorpe Echo 

Oglethorpe County residents still 
deal with the bothersome effects of 
soil amendments as officials and 
community members continue to 
push for more sludge regulation on 
both the state and local levels. 

Here’s a look at the past, present 
and future state of soil amendments.

The past: Local, state 
officials share concerns

Oglethorpe County Board of 
Commissioners Chairman Jay 

Paul met with representatives from 
nearby counties and the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture on Feb. 
18 in Wilkes County to discuss 
state and local regulation of sludge 
dumping. 

“The fact that we had 17 people 
gathered up from both state and lo-
cal levels I would say is an accom-
plishment,” Paul said. 

Paul’s only regret is that they 
were unable to get someone from 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency to attend the meeting.  

County representatives aired 
their concerns about the lack of 

sludge dumping regulation at the 
roundtable discussion. Paul said 
the three GDA representatives at 
the meeting were responsive and 
shared their plans for more state 
regulation. 

In fact, the Department of Ag-
riculture has hired two people 
who will focus on investigating 
complaints about sludge dump-
ing, which is something that was 
supposed to come together last 
year but was delayed. The de-
partment is also looking into 
writing rules within the organi-
zation to further regulate the is-

sue. 
“They’ve been open and acces-

sible,” Paul said. “An easy group 
to work with. They have their con-
cerns as well.” 

Even with the department’s new 
implementations, Paul said he is 
still pushing for more power on 
the local level to carry out the new 
regulations.

“We wouldn’t have to be at the 
mercy of the state if we were able 
to have the power to enforce some 
of this stuff at the local level,” 

By Shannon Moran 
The Oglethorpe Echo 

Linda Helmly, born and raised in Maxeys, 
has a motto: to leave a place better than 
she found it. That is exactly what she in-
tends to do with the newest iteration of the 
Oglethorpe Fresh Concert Series.

After a four-year hiatus, Oglethorpe Fresh 
returned to Crawford on March 19 with a line-
up of local headliners, including the Redstone 
Ramblers, Fester Hagood and Diet Dangfly.

Energetic folk sounds echoed from the ven-
ue, a bright yellow structure nestled beneath the 
Crawford water tower and surrounded by forest. 

Folks in the audience, which numbered 
around 50, stomped their feet and clapped 
their hands. Children frolicked throughout 
the open-air pavilion, even joining perform-
ers on stage to dance and shake tambourines. 

The event resembled a backyard potluck, 
as people reclined into lawn chairs and ate 
takeout from G Brand BBQ and Papa’s Piz-
za. Laughter and conversation erupted across 
the crowd, creating a sense of comradery. 

For many, the free concert, with a sug-

gested $10 donation for musicians, was a re-
freshing experience. 

“It’s a really calm and chill atmosphere,” 
said Tara Stuart, an attendee. 

In 2009, Helmly founded the Oglethorpe 
Fresh Farmers Market in Lexington to sup-
port small farms and promote buying local. 

“The concept behind Oglethorpe Fresh was 
to create a buzz, to help with revitalization, to 
get people coming and going out of Lexing-
ton, and therefore the county,” Helmly said. 

The space eventually expanded, allowing 
for farmers, artists, historians and musicians 
to come together to share produce and pro-
duction. The Oglethorpe Fresh Concert Se-
ries featured regional singers, a music shop 
and music lessons.

“We got to where our music became a real 

regular part of it, mainly because that's what 
we love and enjoy,” Helmly said. 

In 2018, after nearly a decade of serving 
the community, Helmly closed Oglethorpe 
Fresh, intending to reopen a smaller version 
in Crawford that focused solely on music. 

But then her mother's health declined and 
COVID-19 hit, putting her plans on hold. 

For Helmly, though, the new year offered 
seeds of optimism. She worked diligently to 
restore her yellow structure in Crawford and 
return live music to the community.  

Adam Poulin, a violinist for Diet Dangly, 
said he believes live music adds vibrancy and 
a sense of belonging to Oglethorpe County. 

“It brings a community together, especial-
ly in a small town,” he said. 

Helmly is unsure what the future holds for 
Oglethorpe Fresh, since “there's a lot going 
on in the world right now.”

However, she would love to see the mu-
sic scene flourish, and has considered host-
ing music lessons and other pop-up concerts. 

“It's just so much fun to bring people to-
gether and feel community,” Helmly said. 

Crawford concert venue reopens with live music, community vibe

Officials push for more regulation 
as sludge continues to affect county

Fresh face, smooth sounds

SHANNON MORAN/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Jay Rodgers, member of the band Diet Dangfly, plays the gui-
tar while his son watches. The Oglethorpe Fresh Concert Series 
prides itself on being family friendly. 

SHANNON MORAN/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
The Oglethorpe Fresh Concert Series reopened in Crawford on 
March 19, following a four-year break. The concert venue was 
originally located in Lexington. 

SHANNON MORAN/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Adam Payne sings an original song at the new location of 
Oglethorpe Fresh. His performance was met with applause. 

JAMIE MILLER/
THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

The trial of The State of Georgia 
vs. Robert David Jordan began in 
the Oglethorpe County Court-
house on March 21.

ELENA WESTBURY/
 THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

WATCH
Hear Diet Dangfly play at the return of 
the Oglethorpe Fresh Concert Series 
in Crawford at oglethorpeecho.com

To start your subscription to The Oglethorpe Echo, see Page 6.

By Jamie Miller
The Oglethorpe Echo

Jimmy Lee Anglin went missing 
from Oglethorpe County on Nov. 
3, 2017. He was last seen with 
Robert David Jordan, who is now 
being tried for murder.

The trial of The State of Geor-
gia vs. Robert David Jordan began 
in the Oglethorpe County Court-
house on March 21. Judge Jef-
fery S. Malcom is presiding over 
the case, which includes charges 
of malice murder, felony murder, 
aggravated assault and concealing 
death of another. Jordan has plead-
ed not guilty to all four charges. 

One year and 26 days after Jim-
my Anglin, 27, went missing, 
bodily remains were identified on 
a property located off of Comer 
Road. These remains were sent for 
DNA testing and were later con-
firmed to be in relation to the An-
glin case. 

This evidence and further inves-
tigation led to the arrest of Robert 
David Jordan, a Banks County res-
ident, on a charge of felony mur-
der on Sept. 16, 2019.

Twelve jurors and two alternates 
heard opening statements on Tues-
day from state attorney Jeff Lee 
and defense attorney Lesley Jones.

Murder trial 
begins in 
Oglethorpe 
County
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geOrge ‘dInky’ 
bell

Mr. George “Dinky” Bell, 47, 
of Crawford, GA was born on July 
27, 1974 to the late George and 
Mildred Bell. He passed away on 
March 19, 2022.

Dinky was a smart, quiet, and 
reserved soul who enjoyed several 
pastimes like fishing, grilling, lis-
tening to music, wrestling, riding 
four-wheelers, and admiring mus-
cle cars, especially Ford Mustangs.

He joined New Hope Baptist 
Church of Carlton, GA at an early 
age. He was a truck driver for over 
15 years and was currently em-
ployed by Axis Transport & Logis-
tics in Oxford, GA.

He is survived by his children, 
Jazmine Bell of Athens, GA and 
Kellan Tippin of Brooksville, FL; 
his sisters, Diane Faust of Craw-
ford, GA, Hollie (Lloyd) Leahman 
of Athens, GA;  and Alberta (J.W.) 
James of Colbert, GA; a brother, 
Nelson Kelley of Covington, GA; 
and a host of nieces, nephews, rel-
atives, and friends.

He is preceded in death by his 
brother, Horace Bell and his father, 
George Bell.

Public visitation will be held 
at  Barret t  Funeral  Home — 
Oglethorpe Chapel on Thursday, 
March 24, 2022 from 10:00 am — 
7:00 pm. Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held at Barrett Funer-
al Chapel — Oglethorpe Chapel 
on Friday, March 25, 2022 at 1:00 
pm, with Rev. Jeffrey Marion of-
ficiating. Interment will be at Ath-
ens Memory Gardens immediately 
following the service.

Bar re t t  Funera l  Home — 
Oglethorpe Chapel has been en-
trusted with final arrangements.

berTHA Ann      
TIller CHrIsTIAn

Bertha Ann Tiller Christian, 
born May 22, 1940 of Lexington, 
passed away March 16, 2022. She 
was preceded in death by a son, 
William Steven “Stevie” Bridg-
es, mother, Irene Chafin Tiller, fa-
ther, Vincent C. Tiller; five broth-

ers: Morris Cunningham, William 
“Billy” Cunningham, Mervin A. 
Tiller, William Tuck “W.T.” Til-
ler, and Vince Lee Tiller. She is 
survived by one sister, Nelda J. 
Scarborough, Formerly of Elber-
ton, GA; three daughters, Darlene 
Bennett of Watkinsville, GA, Don-
na (Stan) Parker of Winterville, 
GA and Diane (Steve) Rice of Ila, 
GA; six grandchildren: Crystal 
Page Stewart, Jason Black, Shaun 
Bennett, Christopher Burroughs, 
Stephanie Parker Guree and Les-
lie Parker; twelve great grand-
children: Colby M. Page, Hunter 
M. Black, Evie Burroughs, Eme-
rie Noel Burroughs, Abram Bur-
roughs, William Tyler Stewart, 
Chloe Grace Stewart, Xavier Bish-
op, Colt Guree, Everett Guree, 
Claire Bennett and Henry Bennett; 
one great great grandchild, Madi-
son Page.

A private memorial service will 
be held.

Lord and Stephens Funeral 
Home, EAST, Athens, GA is in 
charge of arrangements. www.lor-
dandstephens.com

rev. rAyMOnd 
WAyne dunCAn

Rev. Raymond Wayne Duncan, 
92, of Athens, passed away peace-
fully on March 19, 2022.

Born in Hart County, GA, he 
was a son of the late Spurgeon and 
Ammie Lee Roach Duncan and 
husband of the late Helen Cromer 
Duncan.  He was preceded in death 
by brothers Joe and Frank Duncan.  
After serving in the Navy, Ray-

mond and Helen returned home to 
Georgia with their family as Ath-
ens residents beginning in 1955. 
He opened Flat Top Barber Shop in 
Downtown Athens and later an ad-
ditional one on Baxter Street. The 
names were changed to Mr. Hair-
cut and Custom Styles and are both 
still in operation today. He served 
over 60 years with the Congrega-
tional Holiness Church and pas-
tored Grove Chapel CH Church 
for many years. Raymond was a 
successful businessman, barber, 
sportsman, pilot, pastor, mentor, 
and teacher. Most importantly, he 
was the most wonderful and ador-
ing husband, father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, and friend to so 
many. Raymond lived life to the 
fullest and attributed all his success 
and blessings to his Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.

Survivors include his daugh-
ters Brenda Laskey of Marietta 
and Sibyl Ginn (Michael) of Ath-
ens; his son Dale Duncan (Kim-
berly) of Athens; his 9 grandchil-
dren and 7 great grandchildren; his 
sister Jean Bass of Marietta.

He was a member of American 
Veterans Post 12 in Winder and 
was supportive of many Veteran 
and other charitable organizations.

The family will receive friends 
at Lord and Stephens Funeral 
Home, EAST, Sunday, March 27, 
2022, beginning at 1:00 PM.  Ser-
vices will follow in the chapel at 
3:00 PM.  Interment will be at Ev-
ergreen Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions can be made to the Grove 
Chapel Church Youth Ministries, 
130 Grove Chapel Church Road, 
Winterville, GA 30683

Arrangements by Lord and Ste-
phens Funeral Home EAST, 4355 
Lexington Road Athens, GA. 
30605.

dAnA lynn  
WAller kITCHens

Ms. Dana Lynn Waller Kitch-
ens, 60, of Bartram Trace Rd., en-
tered into rest on Sunday, March 
20, 2022, at Piedmont Athens Re-
gional Hospital. Ms. Kitchens was 
born in Washington and had lived 

in Wilkes County for all of her 
life. She was the daughter of Mil-
ton and Caroline “Dot” Lunceford 
Waller. She was a 1979 graduate of 
Washington-Wilkes Comprehen-
sive High School, and most recent-
ly worked as the produce Manag-
er at Bell’s Grocery in Lexington, 
Ga., after having worked at the 
Washington Bi-Lo store for a num-
ber of years. She loved people, had 
an entertaining sense of humor and 
was a member of the Phillips Mill 
Baptist Church. She is survived 
by one son, Kyle Kitchens, of the 
Tyrone Community; one broth-
er, Charles Waller(Charlotte), of 
Washington; life companion for 
over 20 years, Louis Echols, of 
Washington; one nephew, Brandon 
Waller, of Washington; one niece, 
Mahlory Waller Wood (Shane), of 
Washington; and a large number of 
cousins and friends. Funeral ser-
vices will be 11:00am on Thurs-
day, March 24, 2022, at the Phil-
lips Mill Baptist Church with Pas-
tor Mark Woods officiating. Burial 
will follow at the church cemetery. 
The family will receive friends on 
Thursday morning at Phillips Mill 
Baptist Church from 10:00am un-
til the time of the service. Pall-
bearers will be Mike Driggers, 
Brandon Echols, Brandon Waller, 
Clint Echols, Marty Echols, and 
Paul Mell. Hopkins Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Dana Lynn Waller Kitchens.

JAMes leOnArd 
MAxey

James Leonard Maxey passed 
away on March 17, 2022 at the age 

of 87. Leonard leaves this world 
at peace, and is survived by his 
loving wife Anita, children Car-
la Rudolph (Michael), Letha Kaye 
Maxey and Paul Maxey; grand-
children Nathan and Kyle Maxey, 
and Rachelle Rudolph Tillis (Wes-
ley); and surviving siblings My-
ron Maxey (Juanita), Sue McKen-
ney, and sister-in-law Alice Max-
ey. Leonard was an avid golf-
er, and loved all sports, cooking 
and fishing.  He was one of elev-
en children, born in Maxeys, Geor-
gia. Leonard adored his family, 
and will be missed by all. His ash-
es will be laid to rest in Lexington, 
Georgia. 

vIrgInIA sIsk 
sHACkelfOrd

Virginia Sisk Shackelford 
(Born: Sept. 10, 1937 Lexington, 
GA, Died: March 17, 2022 Jones-
boro, AR). Started bookkeeping at 
the age of 6 during the labor short-
ages of WWII (which they won) 
earning herself a full set of silver 
flatware which she kept her en-
tire life. She went on to do hun-
dreds of fantastic things and to a 
very successful career in business. 
Preceded in death by (father) Er-
nest “Steward” Sisk, (mother) 
Lydie Victoria Bryant Sisk, (broth-
er) William Marvin Sisk, (sister-
in-law) Ruth Sisk, (aunt) Willie 
Mae Bryant, (cousin) Billy Bryant, 
(husband) Pat Stevens Shackelford 
Jr.  (Survived by her children Pat, 
Dan, Bob, and Julie, (Nephew) 
William Sisk and many grandchil-
dren.  Not Covid Related.

By Darden Hearn
The Oglethorpe Echo

There are 11 children in fos-
ter care in Oglethorpe County. Six 
of them are in need of a court ap-
pointed special advocate.

Northeast Georgia CASA is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to improving the lives of children 
in foster care by pairing them with 
a qualified, compassionate adult 
whose purpose is to advocate for 
the child. Northeast Georgia CASA 
serves Oglethorpe, along with Hart, 
Elbert, Madison, Franklin, Stephens, 
Habersham and Rabun counties.

CASA volunteers provide an 
independent, unbiased look at a 
child’s situation in foster care, and 
then report and make recommen-
dations to the judge. They work to 
serve the best interests of the child, 
CASA community coordinator and 
program analyst Chuck Taylor said.

“You’ve got the mother’s at-
torneys and the father’s attorneys 
and DFCS (Division of Family 

and Child Services) attorneys, and 
they’re all telling the narrative that 
they want to hear,” Taylor said. 
“CASAs tell the stories that the 
judges really need to hear.” 

He said a volunteer typically 
will spend 12-15 hours per month 
seeing the child, interviewing par-
ties involved with the case and 
talking with teachers, counsel-
ors and parents. CASA volunteers 
write reports and keep their staff 
members informed. 

Part of their obligation is to see 
the child every month until the 
child finds a safe, permanent home.

Christi Fordyce, an Oglethorpe 
County resident and former teach-
er, has served 10 children through-
out her seven years as a volunteer. 

“CASA is challenging because 
it’s hard to see kids in these situ-
ations, but it is one of the most re-
warding things I have ever done,” 
Fordyce said.

CASA volunteers prepare re-
ports for the judge and go to court 
every time the child goes to court. 
Taylor said what happens to a 

child is ultimately not a CASA 
volunteer’s decision; however, if 
the report is thorough, the judge is 
better prepared to make a decision 
regarding the child. 

There are 87 volunteers who 
serve the Northeast Georgia 
CASA. Most are retired profes-
sionals who look for ways to give 
back to the community.

All volunteers undergo back-
ground checks, 30 hours of class-
room training in Toccoa and 10 
hours of courtroom observation. 
The training covers the history of 
child welfare, domestic violence 
and substance abuse, and is geared 
toward preparing them to make 
“best interest assessments.” 

Taylor and Northeast Georgia 
CASA hope to pair every child that 
comes into care with an advocate.

“The only person in the court-
room who can tell a consistent 
narrative about a child is their 
CASA,” Taylor said. “Having a 
consistent adult that has been there 
for them the entire time means a 
whole lot.”

Six children in county need advocates

DARDEN HEARN/ THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
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Artistic Excellence — and Fun! —
at the UGA Performing Arts Center

230 River Road | Athens, GA 30602-7280 
Box Office Mon-Fri, 10 AM-5 PM 

(706) 542-4400 | pac.uga.edu

SAVE 10% PER TICKET WITH CODE “ECHO” NOW!*
*Based on availability. Excludes Audra McDonald and Béla Fleck & Abigail Washburn. Valid for new purchases only. Offer may be modified or revoked at any time. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount.

The Milk Carton Kids
Thurs, Apr 14, 7:30 pm

Pacifica Quartet
Anthony McGill, clarinet
Tues, Apr 19, 7:30 pm

Broadway star
Audra McDonald
Sun, Apr 24, 3:00 pm

Atlanta Symphony  
Orchestra
Sun, May 1, 3:00 pm

Sierra Hull + Justin Moses
Fri, May 6, 7:30 pm

Voctave
Sat, May 14, 7:30 pm

Béla Fleck and Abigail 
Washburn
Thurs, May 19, 7:30 pm

UPCOMING EVENTS

LÚNASA
“Lúnasa’s shows are great, you won’t 
want to miss them.” – The Irish Echo

Named for an ancient Celtic harvest festival in 
honor of Lugh, the Irish god and patron of the 
arts, Lúnasa is indeed a gathering of some of 
the top musical talents in Ireland. The band’s 
complex arrangements and unique sound have 
reshaped the boundaries of traditional music  
and energized audiences the world over.

Thurs, March 24, 7:30 PM

MNOZIL BRASS 
Gold
“A combination circus band, village 
band, marching band, and vaudeville 
orchestra. They are virtuosos.”  
– The Arts Fuse

The Monty Python of the music world combines 
peerless playing with hilarious physical comedy. 
This Austrian band makes a highly-anticipated 
return to Athens with a funny new show featuring 
the very best numbers from the group’s long career. 

Tues, March 29, 7:30 PM

EDGAR MEYER  
AND SCOTTISH ENSEMBLE
“The most remarkable virtuoso in the 
relatively un-chronicled history of his 
instrument.” – The New Yorker

Bassist Edgar Meyer is a six-time Grammy Award 
winner and one of America’s most versatile  
musicians. He returns to Hodgson Hall with the 
Scottish Ensemble, a pioneering and virtuosic 
string orchestra from Glasgow. 

Fri, Apr 1, 7:30 PM

George Hinchcliffe’s
UKULELE ORCHESTRA OF  
GREAT BRITAIN
“Wonderfully clever.” – David Bowie

Beatle George Harrison loved ukuleles, and why 
not? They’re bright, ringing, and just plain fun. 
The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain can and 
will play and sing just about anything, from  
“Life on Mars?” to the “Theme from Shaft” to 
“Psycho Killer.”

Sun, Apr 3, 3:00 pm

Audra McDonald

Free Parking!

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Members of the HOSA team include: (First row, left to right) Reagan 
Watkins, Kelsie Wolfe, Faith Dynarski; (second row) Harley Grace 
Hayes; (third row) Kenneth Goodin, Ashley Spearing, Reagyn Hamby; 
(fourth row) Ella Crowe, Elisse Griffiths; (fifth row): Kitzia Sandoval, 
Ally Morris, Kendall Hull (sixth row): Addison Febach, Marina Barrera; 
(seventh row) Gloria Ortiz, Olivia Davis, Sky Hand, Kate Spearing.
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SubScribe TO

P.O. Box 268
Lexington, GA  
30648
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By Thomas Ehlers
The Oglethorpe Echo

Several Oglethorpe County High 
School students came back with 
hardware from this year’s HOSA 
event — a conference that supports 
future health professionals. 

Five of the 15 competing stu-
dents took home first-place honors 
at the Georgia HOSA State Lead-
ership Conference, which was 
March 9-11 at the Marriott Mar-
quis in Atlanta. Six other students 
placed at the state level during the 
conference that included “educa-
tional symposiums, conference ex-
hibitors, and workshops,” accord-
ing to the Georgia HOSA website.

Elisse Griffiths was first in the 
nursing assisting event after win-
ning at the region level. To pre-
pare, the senior spent time after 
school studying and learning skills 
for her event. She said the best part 
of the trip was hanging out with her 
friends and taking home first place.

“It was really cool,” Griffiths 
said. “I was not really expecting it, 
but I think it proved all the work I 
put in was worth it.”

Erin Bunch, a healthcare scienc-
es teacher, is in her seventh year 
as sponsor of the HOSA program 
at the high school. She said the 
club, which meets once during the 
school week, has hosted a blood 
drive and activities at an assist-
ed living facility, along with other 

events in the community.
“They are very hard workers,” 

Bunch said. “They make teach-
ing really easy because they enjoy 
it. I’m really proud of their hard 
work.”

Other competition 
winners from OCHS:
n Harley Grace Hayes won 

the Prepared Speaking Compe-
tition. Hayes delivered her five-
minute speech titled “Shatter Your 
Expectations,” the theme for this 
year’s conference, to a panel of 
judges, placing first over 100 oth-
er students.
n Sophomore Reagan Wat-

kins won in the Research Persua-
sive Writing and Speaking com-
petition. She prepared a speech on 
the dangers of vaping, which was 
evaluated by a panel and advanced 
to the second round, where she de-
livered her speech to a panel and 
was chosen as the champion.
n The team of Reagyn Hamby 

and Kennith Goodin won the Emer-
gency Medical Technician category, 
while Gloria Ortiz and Marina Bar-
rera were second. All four seniors 
took a qualifying exam in January. 
During the event, the students per-
formed a head-to-toe assessment of 
a patient, taking vital signs and fix-
ing medical problems to show their 
preparedness to be in an ambulance. 
Hamby said winning the competi-

tion “feels amazing” and “brought 
confidence in the career (she) would 
like to pursue.”
n Kate Spearing was sec-

ond in Veterinary Science, where 
she was given a scenario simulat-
ing animal care at a veterinary of-
fice. She had to rely on knowledge 
of animals and procedures to diag-
nose the situation and complete a 
skills test.
n  Ally Morris grabbed a 

bronze medal in Extemporaneous 
Writing. The sophomore was giv-
en a secret topic and had one hour 
to prepare a written essay on the 
prompt against more than 50 oth-
er students.
n Ashley Spearing placed 

in the top 15 for the sports med-
icine competition. She was given 
a patient scenario where she had 
to demonstrate proper technique 
for wrapping. Faith Dynarski was 
in the top 15 for medical spelling, 
where she took a written exam on 
medical terms.

The students who placed in the 
top three slots will head to the 
HOSA International Leadership 
Conference in Nashville, Tennes-
see, June 21-25.

“Obviously, our students proved 
they are the best and most prepared 
in the state of Georgia and are ready 
to go to the international competi-
tion to show that they can compete 
with the rest of the nation,” EMT 
teacher Ryan Hollingsworth said.

Students take state-level awards at HOSA

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kenneth Goodin and Reagyn 
Hamby stand prepared with 
their medical gear at the Geor-
gia HOSA State Leadership Con-
ference. Goodin said Hamby “is 
the one who made all the late 
nights studying and stress-filled 
days in class preparing” worth it 
after the duo placed first in the 
competition.

By Thomas Ehlers
The Oglethorpe Echo

Oglethorpe County School 
Board members received some 
homework at Tuesday’s meeting.

The board received sample 
board norms from other districts 
at their work session to review be-
fore the system adopts its own set.

Board norms are principles that 
ensure meetings run efficiently and 
members cooperate cohesively.

The board needed to adopt a set 
of norms to maintain their exem-
plary board status. The district was 
named an exemplary board by the 
Georgia School Boards Associa-
tion, the association’s highest dis-
tinction.

In other news:
n In one of the two action 

items, the March personnel report 
was approved. The report includ-
ed five certified personnel and one 
classified spot. Two of the positions 
were special education jobs at the 
primary school, and two of the po-
sitions were speech language pa-
thologists at the primary school.
n The board unanimously ap-

proved an out-of-state trip for a 
nationally-ranked track and field 
athlete. OCHS freshman Kenzie 
Henderson was invited to the All-
American Track Classic in Colum-
bia, South Carolina, to compete in 
the high jump competition, which 
takes place during the system’s 
spring break. The board hears all 
out-of-state trips.
n Board members discussed 

the Strategic Waiver School Sys-
tem contract that Oglethorpe 
County School holds with the 
state. According to the board’s 

online agenda, the system signed 
the contract in 2016. The agree-
ment gave the system flexibili-
ty on using state funding and the 
state rules regarding funding in ex-
change for meeting College and 
Career Ready Performance Index 
single score targets. CCRPI is an 
index that Georgia schools use to 
measure “how well schools, dis-
tricts, and the state are helping stu-
dents achieve their goals,” accord-
ing to the Georgia Department of 
Education website.The current 
contract is set to expire on June 
30, 2022, but the district is look-
ing to extend the contract through 
June 30, 2024. The COVID-19 
pandemic led the state to waive 
scores, leaving the system without 
the CCRPI scores needed to deter-
mine if targets in the contract were 
met. The Georgia DOE is allow-
ing districts across the state to ex-
tend their contracts for two addi-
tional years.
n The district is looking to 

purchase an engraver worth $5,995 
for use at the middle school. 
Eighth-grade students in the agri-
culture mechanics class would use 
the engraver for “instruction relat-
ed to entrepreneurship, employ-
ability skills, supervised agricul-
tural experiences, and recordkeep-
ing,” according to the board’s on-
line agenda. Funds for the pur-
chase would come from Fund 150 
and would not affect taxpayers.
n The board reviewed the fi-

nancial reports of November and 
December 2021, including the 
general funds report and the other 
funds report. In the December gen-
eral funds report, the district had 
used 46.6% of the fiscal year’s to-
tal revenue with 50% of the year 
complete.

BOE adopts ethics, 
approves track trip 
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Little boy has big idea to help Ukraine
Bombs, bombs and more televised 

bombs. That’s what Smith saw when he 
closed his eyes. And the fact you are only 
9 years old doesn’t mean you can’t do 
something to help the suffering people of 
Ukraine. 

But what? 
Day after day, the yearning to help the 

war-ravished people on the other side of the 
globe burdened young Smith Wilson. The 
third-grader prayed and pondered. And after 
several weeks, his prayers were answered. 
He would raise money to send overseas.

But how?
That’s when Smith learned of the Unit-

ed Methodist Committee on Relief. Money could be 
raised in his small hometown of Senoia, Georgia, for 
the Methodist churches in Ukraine. The youngest of 
four sons, Smith has always had to be a quick think-
er to stay up with his 
older brothers, Hen-
ry, Hayes and Wyatt. 

What was his 
idea?

Smith decided to 
harness his never-
met-a-stranger per-
sonality and his 240-
volt energy with the 
marketing skills of 
his mom, Emily, and 
the baking savvy of 
his paternal grand-
parents, Mike and 
Gwyn Wilson. Pres-
to, Poundcakes for 
Peace was born. 

“Papa” and 
“Mimi” Wilson were 
recruited. After all, 
Smith declared, 
“Mimi makes the 
best pound cakes in 
the world.” His pa-
pa’s culinary skills 
are legendary, too. 
An added plus was 
his Georgia Tech 
granddaddy’s en-
gineering acumen. Production would need to be 
streamlined. And that’s a good thing. 

What happened?
On the first Sunday of spring, Smith — all 4 feet, 

10 inches — stood tall in the pulpit of Senoia Unit-

ed Methodist Church. He said Ukrainians 
were hurting. He wanted to help them. He 
asked members of the church to help, too. 
Smith outlined how he felt led to do some-
thing, anything that would guarantee 100% 
of the money raised would go to 17 Method-
ist churches over there.

Then Smith announced, “After the ser-
vice, I have free samples of ‘the best pound 
cake in the world.’ Outside, I will be tak-
ing orders. I hope you will help me help the 

people of Ukraine.” Sure enough, with the 
help of his mom and dad Tom, he had tiny 
squares of pound cake speared with tooth-
picks, ready for the tasting.

What was the response? 
When the congregation stepped outside the his-

toric church in Coweta County, smiling Smith was 
ready. Business was brisk. He sold 33 pound cakes at 

$18 each, or $594. 
He took orders 
for more. Add to 
that another $100 
worth of Mimi 
and Papa’s icebox 
cookies for a to-
tal of $694. And 
that was just the 
first day. He went 
to sleep Sunday 
night, dreaming of 
his upcoming mar-
keting blitz. 

Smith may be 
a little boy, but he 
thinks big.

You might won-
der how I know 
about this 9-year-
old’s ambition to 
make a difference 
on the other side 
of the globe. Pam 
and I have known 
our seventh 
grandson, Lamar 
NeSmith Wilson, 
since the day he 
was born. 

We also know that this blond, blue-eyed altruistic 
entrepreneur has a big heart. If Smith Wilson stepped 
on the scales, he’d weigh 80 pounds. But if you 
asked his family, we’d say about 70 pounds of Smith 
is his loving heart.

Donations will be tax-deductible, retroactively, when our 
501(c)(3) application is approved by the IRS.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO
Smith Wilson, 9, has launched a project to help the people 
of Ukraine. On March 20, he addressed the congregation 
of  Senoia United Methodist, where he and his family are 
members. With the help of his parents and paternal grand-
parents, the third-grader is selling pound cakes and cook-
ies, with 100% of the proceeds going to Ukraine through 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief. The first day, 
he raised $694.

Speaking up is key

Commission takes its 
time to discuss position

Editor:
“Democracy Dies in Darkness” 
Consider this timeline: 
Dec. 2, 2021 — The Oglethorpe 

Echo reports that “BOC to dis-
cuss new administrator position 
for county.”

Citizens began asking ques-
tions: Why do we need a coun-
ty administrator and a commis-
sion chairman? Can a current full-
time employee assume addition-
al duties? Why do we need anoth-
er unelected bureaucrat to “ad-
minister the daily operations and 
employees” of Oglethorpe Coun-
ty? What is the proposed salary? 
(The average salary for county ad-
ministrators in Georgia is more 
than $100,000.) Is there a job de-
scription? Advertised? Will he get 
a vehicle (F-150 4WD) for these 

duties? There might be quite a bit 
of interest in applying. 

Dec. 6, 2021 — At the BOC 
meeting, the commissioners vot-
ed 3-2 against the county admin-
istrator position motion (District 1 
commissioner Phil Sanders, Dis-
trict 2 commissioner Andy Saxon 
and District 4 commissioner Will 
Brown voted “nay”).

The commissioners conferred 
with county attorney Chip Fer-
guson and entered into an execu-
tive session. Citizens were asked 
to move into the foyer, two closed 
doors from the meeting. When 
they emerged, Commission Chair 
Jay Paul announced their decision 
was unanimous to reassess the po-
sition in March. 

Dec. 9, 2021 — In the Echo ar-
ticle, “BOC to reassess adminis-
trator position” we learned that 
the commissioners have been dis-
cussing this position for a month, 

but that they needed more time to 
think about it. Wasn’t there a vote?  

March 3 — The Echo (“Com-
missioners to re-examine adminis-
trator role for county”) article re-
ports that the commission will re-
open the county administrator 
discussion at the March 7 meet-
ing. At the meeting, it was report-
ed that “the commissioners need 
more time” to reassess.

March 14 — It was learned that 
there was a called meeting (“exec-
utive session”) at 3 p.m. that day. 
The meeting was called, and the 
commissioners immediately re-
tired to the special room. After an 
hour, the commissioners returned 
and Paul announced that no deci-
sion was reached.

Thanks to the Echo for your in-
vestigative reporting on this issue. 
The citizens of this county are un-
derstandably confused.

— Ray Channell, Stephens

Look at these faces.  
Take a very close look.
These nine citizens of Oglethorpe County are special. Per-

haps you know them. Maybe you don’t. What is important is 
that you know they demonstrated how to use one of the cogs 
in the gears of our republic.

The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution gives us 
the right to free speech. And that’s what these citizens did at 
the March 7 meeting of the Oglethorpe County Commission. 
Worthy of note is that the individuals were passionate and 
specific in their allotted three minutes.

Most speakers agreed on the issues raised. A few, not so 
much. But emotions did not reach the jagged edge. In these 
trying and often exasperating times, the speakers exempli-
fied civility. 

All the while, the board of commissioners and its chair-
man patiently listened. What happened that evening was a 
snapshot of our democracy in action. One more reason to be 
grateful that our forefathers protected us from the likes of 
Vladimir Putin.

Take another look at these nine photos. They are more 
than family, friends and neighbors. They are role models and 
inspiration for others to use their First Amendment rights.  

Stay informed.  
Attend meetings. Speak up, as these Oglethorpe citizens 

did.  
Write a letter to the editor.  
Your opinions are important.

DINK NESMITH/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Oglethorpe County residents including Beth Cleveland 
(top row, from left), Chris Cutsail, Chris Smith, (middle 
row) James Burt, Jehu Post, John Armour, (bottom row) 
Kelly Huff, Lisa Thomas and Wanda Colquitt spoke at the 
Oglethorpe County Commission meeting on March 7.
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By Katherine Lewis
The Oglethorpe Echo

Eight Republican candidates 
have qualified for Oglethorpe 
County offices to be decided in the 
general primary election on May 
24. 

The Board of Commissioner 
Districts 1, 3 and 5 are up for re-
election, and the Board of Educa-
tion Districts 3 and 5 are open this 
year. District 2 and 4 and chairman 
seats of the Board of Commission-
ers, and Districts 1, 2 and 4 of the 
Board of Education were last vot-
ed on in 2020. Another election 
will take place in 2024.

Voters must be registered by the 
April 25 deadline to vote in the 
general primary. To check registra-
tion status, visit the My Voter Page 
website: mvp.sos.ga.gov

DISTRICT 1 BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Lewis “Phil” 
Sanders

Phil Sanders, 
who is running 
for re-election 
for the District 
1 county com-
missioner seat, 
has held the po-
sition for more 
than a decade.

After grow-
ing up in Oglethorpe County, 
Sanders said he wanted to serve 
the community that he knows well.

“I’ve always tried to do what I 
thought was right,” he said. “I’m 
not going to do anything that I 
know is illegal or un-Christianlike. 
I’m not in it for any personal gain.”

Sanders hopes to maintain the 
rural status in the county and re-
tain growth from overtaking 
Oglethorpe. He said he wants to 
keep the county “the way people 
voted to have it.”

Darrius 
Tompkins

Tompkins is 
also running 
for the District 
1 commission-
e r  s e a t .  H e 
said he is run-
ning after at-
tending sev-
eral meetings 
over the past 

few years and noticing too much 
unpreparedness on issues within 
the county.

He is a volunteer firefighter and 
volunteer coach in the Oglethorpe 
County School System.

Tompkins said he would bring 
a new set of eyes to the position 
since didn’t grow up in Oglethorpe 
County. He hopes to make chang-
es to citizen involvement and in-
frastructure.

“On topics that are going to be 
issues for residents of the county, 
I think we need to offer more time 
for citizens to weigh in on it before 
we vote on it,” Tompkins said. “I 
want to, as a commissioner, work 
on some infrastructure items. We 
need growth in the county.”

Howard 
Sanders

Sanders re-
s igned f rom 
t h e  c o u n t y 
coroner posi-
tion on March 
9 to  run for 
the District 1 
county com-

missioner seat. 
“I had several people that ac-

tually came to my residence ask-
ing me if I would consider running 
for one of the county commission-
er seats because they weren't hap-
py with the way some of the things 
in the county were being handled,” 
Sanders said.

He wants to retain employ-
ees within the county and make 
pay more comparable with neigh-
boring counties. He hopes to see 
Oglethorpe County retain its ru-
ral aspect, while also bringing in a 
few businesses.

“If I’m elected as a county com-
missioner, I will bring to the office 
honesty, integrity and an open line 
of communication,” Sanders said. 
“Not just in my district, but in the 
whole county.”

DISTRICT 3 BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

David Clark
C l a r k  i s 

r u n n i n g  f o r 
the District 3 
county com-
missioner seat 
he  cur rent ly 
holds.

Clark will at-
tend the candi-
date forum on 

March 31 at the Oglethorpe Coun-
ty Library. Questions can be sent 
via Facebook messenger to Connie 
Maschera, which will be curated for 
the event.

Clark did not respond to a re-
quest to speak by presstime.

Debbie Furbish
F u r b i s h  i s 

a l so  running 
for the District 
3 county com-
missioner seat. 
She said she is 
familiar with 
c o u n t y  g o v -
ernment ,  but 
would bring a 

fresh face to District 3.
“I think I bring that much-need-

ed energy, and I bring that much-
needed experience to this posi-
tion,” Furbish said.

She was appointed as the chair 
of the Board of Health by oppo-
nent David Clark, and also pre-
viously was a regional director. 
Through her work experience, she 
said she gained knowledge about 
finance and government.

Furbish said she appreciates 
Oglethorpe’s rural nature, but also 
wants to add infrastructure to de-
velop the county.

“We can keep (the county) rural, 
but I believe that we should also 
add the infrastructure that we need 
for people to maintain business-
es, the internet, broadband, satel-
lite, whatever that would be,” Fur-
bish said.

DISTRICT 5 BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

Tracy Norman
Norman has 

held the Dis-
trict 5 county 
commissioner 
seat since Janu-
ary 2019 and is 
running for re-
election for the 
position.

N o r m a n  i s 
running unop-

posed and, if elected, he will con-
tinue his position until the next 
election in 2026.

He emphasized the Board’s 
work to get all Code of Ordinances 
online, which has been a work in 
progress for three years. He hopes 
to keep Oglethorpe residents in-
volved in meetings going forward.

“A lot of what I’m looking for 
is getting more visibility into how 
government works and what we’re 
actually doing,” Norman said. 
“I’d like to see us continue to use, 
whether it's MS Teams or Zoom, 
to make it easier for people to see 
meetings.”

Norman has worked for Fortune 
500 companies in his profession-
al career, giving him experience in 
numbers, budgets and costs.

“I think that gives me a unique 
perspective in looking at the way 
government functions because I do 
understand the numbers,” Norman 
said.

DISTRICT 3 BOARD 
OF EDUCATION

Susan Robin-
son

Robinson 
was a teacher 
in Oglethorpe 
County 
schools for 30 
years before 
retir ing,  and 
is running un-
opposed  fo r 
the District 3 

Board of Education seat.
“Dr. Hawkins has done a mar-

velous job on the board, and I felt 
the need to continue the work he 
started and the board has started,” 
Robinson said. “They have some 
really great things going on, and 
I would like to see them come to 
completion.”

Robinson said her experience in 
a classroom gives her an extra per-
spective to serve on the board, but 
she also recognizes that all wishes 
can’t be granted.

She said she hopes to see the 
new school built, and to assist in 
the district’s strategic plan for the 
next five years. Robinson also 
wants to attract more people to 
work in the school district.

DISTRICT 5 BOARD 
OF EDUCATION

Becky Soto
S o t o ,  w h o 

holds the Dis-
trict 5 Board of 
Education seat, 
is running un-
opposed. She 
sa id  her  No. 
1 goal for the 
county is to de-
velop student 
success, which 

looks different for each child.
“I think one thing we do really 

well in Oglethorpe County is mak-
ing sure students are not pushed 
into one standard-size pathway,” 
Soto said. “I think we do an excel-
lent job of finding opportunities 
and uncovering new ways to give 
our students opportunities to reach 
their goals and be their best self.”

Soto outlined the many opportu-
nities in the school district for stu-
dents to develop skills before grad-
uation, including a welding pro-
gram at Athens Technical College, 
Georgian Heating & Air summer 
internships and pathways to earn a 
CNA or EMT license.

“I want people to know that I 
am a passionate advocate,” Soto 
said. “I want to make sure that ev-
ery student and every family has 
the best opportunity and feels great 
about their education and where 
they’ve chosen to live.”

Get to know the county’s BOC, BOE candidates for primary

TrIAl, frOM PAge 1

Eight county residents run for offices

Witnesses will testify to evi-
dence that includes DNA test re-
sults, phone records and cell-
phone mapping, Lee said. 

Jones countered by claiming 
that some of those involved had 
motives that may tie them to the 
crime. They include Jimmy An-
glin’s fianceé, Jessica Morgan, 
who was the secondary beneficia-
ry on Anglin’s life insurance pol-
icy, and Robert Jordan’s broth-
er, Steve Jordan, who has ongoing 

charges associated with this case, 
including concealing the death of 
another and possession of the fire-
arm related to this crime.

Jimmy Lee Anglin’s brother, 
Randy Anglin, took the stand on 
Tuesday following opening state-
ments and testified about Jimmy 
Anglin’s close relationship with 
Robert David Jordan. Randy Anglin 
also discussed his accounts of the 
days following Nov. 3, 2017, and 

mentioned that he continues to drive 
around searching for his brother. 

Wednesday morning continued 
with Morgan, of South Carolina, on 
the stand. She discussed the days 
following Jimmy Anglin’s disap-
pearance and his business dealings.

The trial is set to continue, at 
minimum, through the rest of 
the week. Jurors could hear from 
more than 12 witnesses in the case 
against Jordan, according to Lee. 

Dennis Peter Helmreich 
Attorney-at-Law

120  W. Main Street
Lexington, Georgia 30648

706-743-3410

The same people who want to dis-
arm you will praise the Ukraine for 

giving machine guns to civilians.

B & C
Well Pump 

Repair 
Installation and 

Trenching
Bo Smith  

& Cory Smith
Free Estimates
 Bo: 706-340-6572 - Cell

Cory: 706-340-6396 - Cell
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Tanya Eidson joins the Echo staff.
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Director of Operations | Bell’s Food Stores

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service
 
ATLANTA — Legislation aimed 

at protecting Georgia farmers from 
nuisance lawsuits drew support 
Monday from representatives of 
agribusiness and opposition from 
environmental advocates.

The Freedom to Farm Act 
would replace a law the General 
Assembly passed in 1989.

Under House Bill 1150, which 
the Georgia House passed ear-
ly this month, neighbors bothered 
by bad smells, dust, noise or water 
pollution emanating from a farm 
would have one year to file a nui-
sance suit. After that, any farm op-

erating legally would be protected.
Opponents told members of the 

Senate Agriculture and Consum-
er Affairs Committee the bill isn't 
necessary because the current law 
is working. 

"In 32 years of application, not 
a single nuisance lawsuit has been 
lodged successfully against an ag-
ricultural operation in this state," 
said Neill Herring, a lobbyist for 
the Georgia chapter of the Sierra 
Club.

But the bill's supporters said 
they're concerned about the poten-
tial for future nuisance suits as ur-
ban encroachment into farmland 
spreads across the state. 

"If we are to encourage future 

farmers to move back to their home-
towns and take up a significant in-
vestment, they ought to have pro-
tection (from lawsuits)," said Alex 
Bradford, director of public policy 
for the Georgia Farm Bureau.

Opponents also maintained the 
one-year statute of limitations 
is not enough to protect current 
farmers from large agricultural op-
erations moving next to them and 
interfering with their legal right to 
enjoy their property. 

"A nuisance takes time to devel-
op," said April Lipscomb, an at-
torney with the Southern Environ-
mental Law Center. "They don't 
typically occur overnight." 

Bryan Tolar, a lobbyist repre-

senting the Georgia Urban Ag-
riculture Council — which in-
cludes the landscaping, gardening 
and turf industries — suggested 
the bill should specify that smoke, 
dust and noise are not to be con-
sidered nuisances under the law. 
As written, the measure doesn't in-
clude those words, he said. 

"All agriculture is going to gen-
erate some smoke, some dust and 
some noise," Tolar said. 

The committee did not vote on 
the legislation Monday. To reach 
the Senate floor during the final 
two weeks of this year's session, 
the bill must pass both the Agri-
culture and Rules committees.

Freedom to Farm Act gets hearing 
in Georgia Senate committee

Paul said. 
There are no official plans for 

when the next sludge-related meet-
ing will be, but Paul said he hopes 
the increased regulations and 
awareness will prompt more people 
to get involved at the next meeting. 

“The more exposure this gets, 
the more participation is going to 
happen as well,” he said. 

The present: Local 
testimony, legislation

Ruth Wilson of Lexington has 
been battling the putrid smell of 
sludge near her property since 
2017, but she remembers 2020 as 
an especially horrible year. 

“We couldn’t go outside,” she 
said. “One time I got home from 
school, and it was so bad that I 
opened the (car) door, got out, and 
vomited right there on my drive-
way because it smelled so terrible.” 

Wilson and nearby residents 
have filed a lawsuit against the 
neighboring farmer responsible for 
the foul odors. Despite the multiple 
complaints and fines he’s faced, the 

problem persists, Wilson said. 
With House Bill 1150 through 

the Georgia House and now in the 
Senate, lawsuits such as these may 
be even more difficult to file. 

The Freedom to Farm Act sets 
limitations on what and when agri-
cultural facilities can be deemed a 
nuisance. The bill defines what ag-
ricultural facilities and operations 
are protected, including concentrat-
ed animal feeding operations, which 
is an area that contains hundreds of 
livestock in one place and can pro-
duce an excess amount of waste. 

The bill states that any agricul-
tural facility or operation that has 
been in operation for more than 
one year cannot be deemed a nui-
sance unless their operation is 
found to be negligent, improper or 
illegal. 

For Wilson, one year is not 
enough time.

“It could easily go a year be-
fore the smell and the flies and the 
groundwater start being affected,” 
she said. 

However, in Paul’s opinion, 

House Bill 1150 doesn’t have a 
strong connection to the issue go-
ing on in Oglethorpe County. 

“1150 is a facility coming in, 
and what we have is not a facili-
ty. This is being generated some-
where else and being brought in as 
a soil amendment,” Paul said. 

Wilson said that for now, she 
would like to see a ban on soil 
amendments until further testing 
and research is done. 

“I don’t  doubt that if  soil 
amendments were done right, 
they would at least be bearable,” 
she said. “When they’re not done 
right, it’s awful.” 

The future: New 
bill to curb sludge

Georgia Rep. Rob Leverett (R-
Elberton) attended the Feb. 18 
meeting and has authored a piece 
of legislation that he hopes will 
limit the use of soil amendments.

“I’m glad we have soil amend-
ments, but when they are applied 
in a way that is excessive in its rate 

of application and volume, I think 
then they start to cause problems,” 
he said. 

If his bill — House Bill 1548 — 
is passed, the use of a soil amend-
ment for anything other than the 
growth of crops will be in viola-
tion of the bill. However, the bill 
authorizes and directs the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture to craft 
an exception to this requirement 
based on the low frequency of ap-
plication and benign composition 
of some soil amendments. 

Leverett introduced House Bill 
1548 this year, but the official 
hearing for the bill will not be un-
til next year. Before next year’s 
hearing, Leverett said he is open 
to edits and revisions to the draft-
ed bill based on community con-
cerns.  

“I’m sure it’s going to take some 
work before it ever gets to a point 
where it’s perfected, but I’m hop-
ing that I’ve started that process 
with some good ideas conceptual-
ly that we can work on,” he said. 

sludge, frOM PAge 1

Staff Report

Tanya Eidson is The Oglethorpe 
Echo’s new office manager.

E idson ,  who  g rew  up  in 
Franklin County but moved to 
Oglethorpe County in 2002, re-
cently retired after 30 years at 
UGA. She spent the last 21 at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine.

“Living in Oglethorpe is won-
derful,” she said. “I’ve made some 
great friends and love that it has 
the same feel as where I grew up.”

Eidson is married to Greg 
Eidson, and they have two grown 
daughters: Mandy and Shelby.

Eidson is  an “avid Geor-
gia football fan, loves all things 
Christmas and spoiling my two 
Chihuahuas.”

Eidson joins 
Echo staff

CHARLES 
FLEMING

Hauling
Clearing 
Grading

706 202-3897
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So You Want To Be A Land Surveyor?
By Nele Aline Langhof

From the fi rst documented use of applied geometry 3,700 years ago to mapping today’s topography in the twenty-fi rst century, 
land surveying has and continues to be one of the most vital careers with sustainable opportunities for those looking for a hands-
on, dynamic lifestyle.

Surveyors all across the country spend their days outside in the natural environment capturing terrestrial points, as well as the 
distances and angles between them, for the purpose of documenting the arrangement of natural and artifi cial features.

“It’s a treasure hunt every single day,” says W&A Engineering’s Survey Project Coordinator Lori Fisher, “Every single day, 
we get to enjoy the beautiful sun, and there’s never a boring day. I’ve been doing this for nearly 13 years, and it’s always an 
adventure.”

Land Surveying: Quite Literally Shaping America
Land surveying, the art and science of determining terrestrial points and their relationships, is one of the world’s oldest 
professions with very notable historical fi gures having worked as land surveyors before making a name for themselves in later 
years.

George Washington, the fi rst president of the United States, for example, was one 
of America’s fi rst land surveyors, beginning his career in 1749 at the age of 17 and 
going on to be the Surveyor General of Virginia. According to the Virginia Museum of 
History and Culture, he had performed 200 surveys totaling over 60,000 acres across 
the western frontier in his fi rst three years in the profession.

William Clark & Meriwether Lewis, President Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, 
and author Henry David Thoreau were also among the United States’ most notable land 
surveyors.

Working from eastern states such as Kentucky and Virginia all the way westward to Montana and Oregon, these land surveyors 
used their fi ndings to establish maps of the expanding nation with Lewis and Clark performing some of the most intensive land 
surveying in American history on their nearly 8,000-mile trek from coast to coast in the early 1800s.

Having collected land surveying data from all across the country, expert land surveyors, planners, and mapmakers were able to 
establish boundaries of states, locations of landmarks, and to describe the nation’s sites which had previously never been seen by 
many of the early colonials.

In the years post colonization, land surveying was both a developmentally-necessary and professionally-enriching career vital to 
the formation of the United States of America.

Land Surveying Today
Today, land surveying remains the cornerstone of land development and design and continues to be a sustainable profession for 
those wanting to live a life of adventure and exploration.

However, there are currently more land surveyors retiring than entering the work force, 
according to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, resulting in a great demand for new 
tradespeople to join the fi eld. 

According to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, the number of land surveyors working 
in the United States is projected to grow only 2 percent from 2020 to 2030. With the 
Bureau’s average growth for an industry reported at 7.7 percent, the land surveying 
industry is growing nearly fi ve times slower than all other industries.

Over the next decade, there are expected to be an average of 4,000 job openings each year due to many land surveyors exiting 
the work force, according to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Despite this stunted growth, land surveyors will continue to be very much needed to certify boundary lines, work on resource 
extraction projects, and review sites for construction and many fi rms are offering on-the-job training and career mentorship for 
those interested in learning land surveying.

The Next Generation
Land surveyors like Lori and Jim Fisher RLS are just waiting for young people to take advantage of this demand for 
tradespeople to join the fi eld.

Having held every position the industry has to offer from Instrument Operators to 
President and CEO, this power couple dedicated their lives to ensuring the highest 
standards of land surveying are passed down to future generations.

“I started surveying in 1986. I had never heard of land surveying before… I go to work 
every day, and I love my job, love my wife, and love the people I work with,” Fisher 
added.

With the only prerequisite being a high school diploma and thousands of jobs available 
for motivated, hard-working young people, surveying offers countless opportunities for those joining the labor force.

“If you’re looking for an adventure, a treasure hunt, and having pride in your work, consider land surveying,” Fisher said.

PAID ADVERTISING

By Liset Cruz
The Oglethorpe Echo

When Chad Tracy heard of a 
mud concern at his new develop-
ment on Bunker Hill Road, he had 
a street sweeper come out to clean 
the area. 

“We've been sweeping and try-
ing to be courteous to our neigh-
bors,” he said. 

Tracy, president of Patriot Con-
struction, heads one of two devel-
opments in the works along Bun-
ker Hill Road, near the intersec-
tion of Highway 78. 

The first project — called 
Crawford Village — comprises 
51.5 acres zoned for 20 acres of 
businesses, seven single-family 
homes, 36 duplexes and 15 apart-
ment buildings. 

The ongoing development is 
managed by the City of Crawford 
and the second development is lo-
cated and managed by Oglethorpe 
County. It is currently awaiting 
approval by the Oglethorpe Coun-
ty Planning and Zoning Board and 
Board of Commissioners due for 
next week, Oglethorpe County 
Zoning Board chairman Jeff Sharp 
said.

Apartments and duplexes will 
range between two to three bed-
rooms, but decisions on the single-
family homes haven’t been made. 
The project could take about five 
years to complete with some resi-
dences built in one year. 

Expected tenants for commer-
cial properties will consist of na-
tional chains, including gas sta-
tions, pharmacies and restaurants, 
Tracy said. Businesses will sit 
on the corner of Highway 78 and 
Bunker Hill Road.

The second project, which will 
be called The Pines at Grover 
Creek, includes 31 single-family 
homes, also on Bunker Hill Road. 
The market value of these homes 
is expected to be in the range of 
the high $200,000s to the high 
$300,000s. 

“What we're hoping to do is to 
create new living choices for the 
next generation that wants to stay 
in Oglethorpe County,” said Scott 
Liedberg, project head. 

New options 
for residents

Some residents have expressed 
concerns regarding new develop-
ments in the county on platforms 
such as Facebook.

“(The development) shows a lit-
tle progressive movement while 
maintaining what the heart of 
Oglethorpe County feels like,” 
said Liedberg, an Oglethorpe 
County resident for 20 years. 

Crawford’s Amy Lance said she 
believes residents will have more 
options for housing. 

“I see it all over Facebook; peo-
ple are looking for a place to live,” 
she said.

Sharp agrees that more housing 
is needed, especially in the Craw-
ford and Lexington areas, while 
keeping the countryside intact. 

“This is exactly what we need,” 

he said. “We need housing. We 
have teachers that want to live 
here. So we need housing in this 
county. It just needs to be in the 
right locations.”

Liedberg said he is working to 
ease concerns and held a meeting 
with residents. 

“We actually hope to make 
some improvements in some of 
the stormwater stuff on our prop-
erty, which should help the sur-
rounding properties, as well,” 
Liedberg said.

He is also working with the rec-
reation department to build con-
necting trails from the neighbor-
hood to existing trails that circle 
local ponds. 

Another housing 
development coming?

A 42-acre, 21-home proposal 
near Arnoldsville Road was sub-
mitted about three to four months 
ago. This development is in the 
preliminary stages, Commission 
Chair Jay Paul said. 

Developers fill need for housing with new projects

SUBMITTED IMAGE
Fifty-one acres of land near the intersection of U.S. 78 and Bunker Hill Road have been zoned for develop-
ment including businesses, single family homes, duplexes and apartments. The project is estimated to be 
completed in five years.

Steve & 
Deborah Bray

1136 Athens Road
Crawford, GA

Auto • Home • 
Business • Farm • 

Life

706-743-8149

Georgia
Insurance

Center, LLC

Two projects in works 
along Bunker Hill Road
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The following quotes from Zig 
Ziglar have been meaningful to 
me and guidestones in my adult 
life. In these troubled times, I 
have found reason to revisit them. 
I hope you will discover truth and 
meaning, as I have.

 
n When you focus on 

problems, you get more 
problems. When you fo-
cus on possibilities, you 
have more opportunities.
n You can get every-

thing in life you want if 
you will just help enough 
other people get what they 
want.
n F-E-A-R has two 

meanings: ‘Forget Every-
thing and Run’ or ‘Face 
Everything and Rise.’ The 
choice is yours.
n Don’t blame oth-

ers in your life. The good 
people give you happiness. The 
bad people give you experience. 
The worst people give you les-
sons. The best people give you 
memories. 
n Life is like an echo. What 

you send out comes back. What 
you sow, you reap. What you 
give, you get. What you see in 
others, exists in you.
n Be sure to thank people 

in your life who have done you 
wrong for making you strong.
n Most of the problems in 

life are because of two reasons, 
we act without thinking or we 
keep thinking without acting.
n You don’t have to be great 

to start, but you have to start to be 
great.
n The next time you encoun-

ter an insurmountable obstacle 
or difficult problem, you should 
smile and say, “Ah ha! Another 
chance to grow!”
n Always remember that 

your present situation is not your 
final destination. The best is yet 
to come.
n The best time to do some-

thing significant is between yes-
terday and tomorrow.
n Don’t give negative and 

toxic people free rent space in 

your head. That space should go 
at a premium. The freeloaders 
need to be kicked out.
n When someone you love 

is having difficulty and is giving 
you a hard time, you need to so-
licit their help in exploring the 
cause and resist the temptation to 
criticize the action.
n Live your life and treat 

others in such a way that, if some-
one should speak badly of you, no 
one would believe them.
n There is no express ele-

vator to success! There are only 
stairs which must be climbed one 
at a time.
n In life, there is no avoiding 

getting knocked down every now 
and then. However, you always 
have a choice of whether to get 

back up and move forward.
n Success is not measured 

by what you do compared to what 
somebody else does. Success is 
measured by what you do com-
pared to what you are capable of 
doing.
n Always expect the best but 

prepare for the worst. Then accept 
and capitalize on whatever comes.
n Be strong, but never rude; 

Be kind, but never weak; Be bold, 
but never a bully; Be humble, but 

never timid; Be proud, 
but never arrogant.
n The moment 

you begin to worry 
about the things you 
want and the things 
you don’t have is the 
moment you will lose 
your gratitude. The 
greatest source of hap-
piness is the ability to 
always be grateful for 
what you have.
n You never 

know when what you 
say will have an im-

pact on someone’s life.
n Never let the mistakes and 

disappointments of your past con-
trol you and affect the actions that 
will determine your future.
n The foundation stones for 

success are honesty, character, in-
tegrity, love and loyalty. Without 
these your future has nothing on 
which to stand.
n When obstacles arise, you 

should change your direction in 
order to reach your goal. You 
should not change your destina-
tion or your decision to get there.
n If you find yourself starting 

your day cluttered with the broken 
pieces of the past, discard them. 
Yesterday ended last night. Today 
is a brand new day and yours to 
make of it what you can.

Tales of Sandy Cross
Words of Wisdom

          

Charlie Snelling

uPCOMIng

Kat Howkins ,  the Demo-
cratic candidate for the Georgia 
House of Representatives (Dis-
trict 124) will speak at a meet-
ing of the Oglethorpe Democrats 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 24 at 
the Oglethorpe County Library. 
This meeting is free and open to 
the public. For more information, 
call Janet Hill at 706-742-7319 or 
email janet@hillworklaw.com.

Mount Olive Baptist Church 
will hold a three-day pastoral in-
stallation for Patrick Burgess and 
Lady Shantisa Burgess, beginning 
with a one-night revival at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, March 24. There will be 
a parade at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 
26, followed by a worship service 
on March 27, led by elder Jyrikus 
Collins. The pastoral installation 
service will be at 2:30 p.m., led 
by Clarence Burgess, who is Pat-
rick Burgess’ father. Dinner will 
be served immediately after the 
service.

The Miss Oglethorpe Pageant 
will be held at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, 
March 26 at Oglethorpe Coun-
ty High School. In conjunction, 
the Miss Crowning Star Pageant 
is open to girls in other school 
systems, home schooled or who 
missed the deadline for this year’s 
Miss Oglethorpe. The winner will 
be crowned Miss Crowning Star. 
All proceeds from the Crowning 
Star Pageant goes to REACH. If 
anyone is interested in participat-
ing, please contact Joanne Wrenn 
at joannedwrenn@yahoo.com.  

A 10th District Candidate Fo-
rum will be held from 3-5 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 26 at the Taliaferro 
Senior Center in Crawfordville (119 
Commerce Street NW). All quali-
fied candidates have been invited to 
attend. Doors open at 2 p.m.

Vesta Baptist Church in Carl-
ton will hold a Souper Sizzling 
Fundraiser to benefit its build-
ing fund from 5-7 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 26. The meal includes 
soup, sandwich, cornbread, des-
sert and a drink for dine in or carry 
out. Donations only.

The American Legion will 
hold a dance at 8 p.m. Satur-
day, March 26, featuring the band 
Ramblin Country. Cover charge is 
$8 per person. It’s open to the pub-
lic.

A tire roundup is being held at 
the ACC Landfill, through March 
26. Residents of Oglethorpe Coun-
ty can take up to six old tires to the 
landfill. For more information, go 
to accgov.com/charm or call 706-
613-3508.

The Old Paths will be in con-
cert at Winterville First Baptist 
Church at 6 p.m. Sunday, March 
27. A love offering will be re-
ceived. The group’s website is the-
oldpathsonline.com.

Oglethorpe County Republi-
can GOP will host a local candi-
date forum from 7-9 p.m. March 
31 at the Oglethorpe County Li-
brary. Seating begins at 6:30 p.m. 

The Oglethorpe County Li-
brary Book Club will discuss 
“The Night Watchman” by Louise 
Erdrich at 1 p.m. Tuesday, March 
29. Call   706-743-8817 for more 
information.

An Easter egg hunt will be 
held at Burt’s Methodist Church 
(77 Veribest-Enterprize Road) at 
11 a.m. April 16. It will be fol-
lowed by a hot dog roast. The 
church will have a sunrise service 
at 7 a.m. April 17, followed by a 
fellowship breakfast. The public is 
welcome at both events.

Oglethorpe County Republi-
can GOP will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
April 12 at the Oglethorpe Coun-
ty Library. Alan Sims and local 
candidates are invited. A meet and 
greet will start at 7 p.m.

The Athens Area Master Gar-
dener Association is holding its 
annual spring flowering bulb sale 

through April 30. Selections in-
clude a variety of daffodils, along 
with Spanish bluebells and cro-
cus. Descriptions and an order 
form can be found at tinyurl.com/
aamga2022bulbsale. Order and 
pay for bulbs by April 30, and pick 
them up in October at the Ath-
ens-Clarke County Extension of-
fice. Proceeds benefit community 
service projects and scholarships 
for students in the UGA Horticul-
ture Department. Contact Andrea 
Woodall at 828-260-8299 for more 
information.  

Weekly

The free food pantry at No. 3 
Railroad Street in Arnoldsville 
is low on food and needs donated 
canned goods and other non-per-
ishables.

The Oglethorpe County Ro-
tary Club meets at 7:15 a.m. Fri-
days at the Farm Bureau, with 
meetings lasting from 7:30-8:30 
a.m.
n March 25: Student Recog-

nition

Oglethorpe County Library 
presents Toddler/Pre-K Story 
Time, featuring stories, rhymes 
and songs, at 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays. 
The children will receive a craft 
kit that they can take home. Space 
is limited, so call the library (706-
743-8817) to reserve a spot or reg-
ister at oglethorpepl.libcal.com/
event/8515387.

The Antioch Baptist Church 
meets at 11 a.m. every Sunday 
at 135 Railroad Road, Stephens. 
Sunday School is held at 10 a.m. 
For more information, email an-
tiochbaptist.stephens@gmail.com.

The Athens Area Religious So-
ciety of Friends, known as Quak-
ers, meet for worship at 10:30 
Sunday, at 2092 U.S. Highway 78, 
Athens Road (the historic Chero-
kee Corner Church). Our worship 
is prayer and meditation. All are 
invited.

AnnOunCeMenTs

Ninth District offers help to pay 
heating bills for Oglethorpe Coun-
ty households in which every mem-
ber is 65 and older, or are medical-
ly homebound due to health rea-
sons. Those households may ap-
ply for assistance with their heating 
bills, beginning on April 1. One-
time payments will be made by 
check and issued to the home en-
ergy suppliers, up to $500. Eligibil-
ity for the program is based on the 
income of all household members. 

Those who apply must present 
verification of these items: 

Age for everyone in the home
All household income received 

in the past 30 days (check stubs, 
public assistance checks, unem-
ployment checks, etc.)

Social Security numbers for ev-
eryone in the home

Citizenship (driver’s license, 
state ID, etc.)

Most recent electric and heating 
bills   

All eligible applicants are asked 
to contact Ninth District Oppor-
tunity, Inc.’s scheduling system 
at 855-636-3108 or go to ndo.ap-
pointment.works/ea/home at 12:01 
a.m. April 1. Phone lines and the 
website will not be active until 
that date. 

Appointments will be scheduled 
until all funds are exhausted. Ad-
ditional information will be avail-
able at ndo.org.

The general public can apply on 
May 2.

Northeast Georgia CASA 
seeks volunteers to be advocates 
for children in foster care in our 
eight-county service area. Advo-
cates help to inform the court of the 
child’s well-being and make rec-
ommendations for the best interest 
of the child. Children with an ad-
vocate do better in school, receive 
more appropriate services and find 
permanent homes more readily. 
CASAs are a valuable protection 
for the most at-risk youth in our 
community. Contact Chuck Taylor 
at Chuck.Taylor@northeastgacasa.
org or call 706-886-1098.

COMMunITy CAlendAr

Instead of being ashamed of what you’ve been 
through, be proud of what you have overcome.

Happy March birthday to Cora Mae Barnett, Pas-
tor Levi Taylor, Tina Willis, James Moore, Tabatha 
Appling, Shawanna Waller, Robert Hooker, Tonya 
Cox, Queen Lewis, Keasley Lewis, Barbara White-
head, Rose Mattox and Jimmy Mattox.

Join the “War Room Show” with Delbra D, Frankie 
and Tina at 7 p.m. Tuesday, along with our special 
guest Dephanie Hill and 11-year old singer, Jakeem 
Fortson. You are going to enjoy this young man as he 
sings from the depths of his heart. Please tell someone 
what’s happening on the “War Room Show.”

St. John Church Indoor Yard Sale will start at 8 
a.m. March 26. Items include furniture, dressers, en-
tertainment centers, living room suites, couches and 
chairs, recliners, dining room tables with chairs, 
bookshelves, dishes, and more. Please call 706-202-
6707 for more information.

This week has been set aside for pastor Patrick and 
evangelist Shantisa Burgess and the Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church pastoral installation celebration. 

Pastor Michael Gresham will speak at 7 p.m. 

Thursday, March 24. 
A pastoral parade will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, 

March 26.
Elder Jyrekis Collins will bring the message at the 

worship service at 11 a.m. Sunday, March 27.
Pastor Clarence Burgess will preach the installation 

service at 2:30 p.m. Sunday.
Get ready for an old fashioned tent revival to be 

held at 7 p.m. May 9-12 at St. John Church. We have 
some dynamite speakers, so every night will be a 
good night to come and be with us under the tent. The 
guest speakers are Levi Taylor, Frankie Cleveland, 
Jonathan Evans and Justin McCalla. Their choirs and 
praise teams will also be there.

As we continue to uplift the sick, shut-ins, church-
es, schools and the homeless, we dare not forget the 
bereaved and all their families and friends. May God 
bless you with love, hugs, and strength to make it day 
by day,

Big ‘o’ thought for the week: When you accept 
someone, you accept their past, too. Don’t hold it 
against them later.

— Delb Kendrick

deb’s COMMunITy OuTreACH

Oglethorpe County Rainfall Reporting Network
Name (CoCoRaHS Number) Location                 Mar. 14-21                                         
Lee Thaxton     Upper Flatwoods          2.30
Kevin Hartley (OG-4)    Arnoldsville      2.53
Danny Morcom (OG-5)          Arnoldsville    3.18
Pete Kalla (OG-7)        Sandy Cross   2.47
Paul Webb (OG-10)           Lexington   2.79
Wayne Hughes (OG-12)        Wolfskin   2.91
Gwen Hirsch (OG-15)        Smithsonia   2.71
Michael Moody (OG-21)     Glade   2.34

Oglethorpe County average rainfall for the week: 2.65 inches. 
Athens rainfall for the week:  2.04 inches (typical weekly 0.92).
Measurements reported 7 a.m. Monday.  

Vecteezy.com

COMMunITy neWs
Update from Arnoldsville

The older I get, the earlier it gets late.
Johnny and I had a nice visit this week from my 

first cousin Walter Dudley. He lives in  Seneca, South 
Carolina, near his daughter, Dawn. He is doing pret-
ty good and has some health problems, but is also 79 
now, so the age does make a difference.

It was good to see him. 
His parents were Clara and Woodrew Dudley. Clara 

was my mother’s sister. Walter had one brother, Josh 
who passed away a few years ago. Walter was married 
to Judy Buckman, who passed away nine years ago.  

My, how time flies. Walter, who drove here from 
South Carolina, said this would probably be his last 
time to drive by himself.

Johnny’s visit to the cancer doctor last Wednesday 
was pretty good. He had the treatment and they said 

he could have a week off this week. I sure hope this 
is helping him.

While at the doctor’s office, we had a nice visit 
with Pam Dudley. She was with her sister, who was 
the patient. Pam is married to Ross Dudley and they 
have two children, Zach and Jessica. Jessica has just 
had a baby, so Pam and Ross are excited.

We also saw Janice Gilbert, who has had a pretty 
rough time for about two years. It was good to have a 
short visit with her. We wish Janice to soon feel bet-
ter. She was in the class with Johnny in school.

We have started making plans for Vacation Bible 
School at Arnoldsville Baptist Church on June 5-8. That 
sounds like a long time off, but time flies. It will be here 
before you know it. Just mark your calendar to join us.

— Jean Fleming

REESE
A-Z Handypro Services

1-800-706-2833
ztechassoc.net
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legAls
nOTICe Of 
PeTITIOn
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF OGLETHORPE 
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF LINDA A MASSEY, DE-
CEASED
ESTATE NO. 2022P20
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRA-
TION NOTICE
TO: Whom it may concern: BRENDA M LANCE 
has petitioned to be appointed administrator of 
the estate of LINDA A MASSEY deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied for waiver 
of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of statements, 
and/or grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.) All interested persons are 
hereby notified to show cause why said petition 
should not be granted. All objections to the peti-
tion must be in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections, and must be filed with the 
Court on or before March 28, 2022.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections. All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public or be-
fore a probate court clerk, and filing fees must be 
tendered with your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party. Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing fees. If 
any objections are filed, a hearing will be sched-
uled at a later date. If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier, Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
706-743-5350
03-03-4c

NOTICE OF PETITION
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF OGLETHORPE 
COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF HOWARD L. WILLIAMS, 
DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2022P18
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE FOR YEAR’S 
SUPPORT
The petition of LINDA P. WILLIAMS, for a year’s 
support from the estate of HOWARD L. WIL-
LIAMS, deceased, for decedent’s surviving 
spouse, having been duly filed, all interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause, if any 
they have, on or before March 28, 2022, why said 
petition should not be granted.
All objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed on or before the time stated in 
the preceding sentence. All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a pro-
bate court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to file as 
an indigent party. Contact probate court person-
nel for the required amount of filing fees. If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be scheduled at 
a later date. If no objections are filed the petition 
may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier, Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
706-743-5350
03-03-4c

nOTICe TO 
debTOrs And 
CredITOrs
All creditors of the estate of Charlie Reese 
Hubbard, late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render their 
demand to the undersigned according to the law, 
and all persons indebted to said estate are re-
quired to make immediate payment.
This the 15th day of February, 2022.
Adam Boswell
641 Lexington Carlton Road
Lexington, GA 30648
03-17-4

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
All creditors of the estate of Thurmond W. Geeter, 
late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment.
This the 2nd day of March, 2022.
Mildred McElroy
44 Grandma’s Lane
Carlton, GA 30627
03-31-4p

All creditors of the estate of Carolyn Nancy 
Wynes, late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render their 
demand to the under- signed according to the 
law, and all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate pay- ment. This 3rd 
day of March, 2022.   
   
William H. Burt, Jr.
POB 710125
Maxeys, GA 30671 
Kayla H. Grier   
  
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350 
03-31-4p 

nOTICe Of sAle 
under POWer
GEORGIA, OGLETHORPE COUNTY
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT.  
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale con-
tained in a Security Deed given by Tony L. 
Foote to Norwest Mortgage, Inc., dated May 
28, 1999, recorded in Deed Book 11-Q, Page 

205, Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records and 
as modified by that certain Loan Modification 
Agreement recorded in Deed Book 67, Page 
206, Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records, as 
last transferred to U.S. Bank Trust National Asso-
ciation, not in its individual capacity but solely as 
Delaware Trustee and U.S. Bank National Asso-
ciation, not in its individual capacity but solely as 
Co-Trustee for Government Loan Securitization 
Trust 2011-FV1 by assignment recorded in Deed 
Book 22A, Page 78, Oglethorpe County, Georgia 
Records, conveying the after-described property 
to secure a Note in the original principal amount 
of FIFTY-NINE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED 
EIGHTEEN AND 0/100 DOLLARS ($59,218.00), 
with interest thereon as set forth therein, there will 
be sold at public outcry to the highest bidder for 
cash before the courthouse door of Oglethorpe 
County, Georgia, or at such place as may be law-
fully designated as an alternative, within the legal 
hours of sale on the first Tuesday in April, 2022, 
the following described property: 
 SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MADE A PART HEREOF
The debt secured by said Security Deed has 
been and is hereby declared due because of, 
among other possible events of default, failure 
to pay the indebtedness as and when due and 
in the manner provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, this sale will 
be made for the purpose of paying the same and 
all expenses of this sale, as provided in the Se-
curity Deed and by law, including attorney’s fees 
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s fees having 
been given).
Said property will be sold subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a 
lien, but not yet due and payable), any matters 
which might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, restric-
tions, covenants, and matters of record superior 
to the Security Deed first set out above.
Government Loan Securitization Trust 2011-FV1, 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as Delaware trustee 
and U.S. Bank National Association, not in its in-
dividual capacity but solely as Co-Trustee is the 
holder of the Security Deed to the property in ac-
cordance with OCGA § 44-14-162.2.
The entity that has full authority to negotiate, 
amend, and modify all terms of the mortgage with 
the debtor is: Specialized Loan Servicing LLC, 
6200 S. Quebec St., Suite 300, Greenwood Vil-
lage, CO  80111, 800-306-6059.  
To the best knowledge and belief of the under-
signed, the party in possession of the property 
is Tony L. Foote or a tenant or tenants and said 
property is more commonly known as 1514 Ath-
ens Road, Crawford, Georgia  30630.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirma-
tion and audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the security deed.
Government Loan Securitization Trust 2011-FV1, 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its 
individual capacity but solely as Delaware trustee 
and U.S. Bank National Association, not in its in-
dividual capacity but solely as Co-Trustee
as Attorney in Fact for 
Tony L. Foote
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC
1544 Old Alabama Road
Roswell, GA  30076
www.foreclosurehotline.net
EXHIBIT “A”
All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in 
the 1303rd District, G.M., Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, containing 1.5 acres, more or less, and 
being more particularly described as to courses 
and distances, metes and bounds by a plat re-
corded at Plat Book A-241, Page 4, Oglethorpe 
County, Georgia Records.  Said plat is herein 
incorporated by reference thereto.
MR/meh     4/5/22
Our file no. 5410705 - FT1
03-31-4c

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER
State of Georgia
County of Oglethorpe
Because of a default under the terms of the 
Security Deed executed by S. Ray Wheless 
to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. dated May 6, 2004, 
and recorded in Deed Book 15U, Page 191, 
Oglethorpe County Records, said Security Deed 
having been last sold, assigned, transferred and 
conveyed to HSBC Bank USA, National Asso-
ciation as Trustee for Wells Fargo Home Equity 
Asset-Backed Securities 2004-2 Trust, Home Eq-
uity Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2004-2, 
securing a Note in the original principal amount of 
$204,000.00, the holder thereof pursuant to said 
Deed and Note thereby secured has declared the 
entire amount of said indebtedness due and pay-
able and, pursuant to the power of sale contained 
in said Deed, will on the first Tuesday, April 5, 
2022, during the legal hours of sale, before the 
Courthouse door in said County, sell at public 
outcry to the highest bidder for cash, the property 
described in said Deed, to-wit:  
All that tract or parcel of land lying and being 
in the 236th District, G. M., Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, containing 1.00 acre, more or less, and 
being more particularly described as to courses 
and distances, metes and bounds by a plat en-
titled “Survey for: S. Ray Wheless”, by James M. 
Paul, Registered Surveyor, dated September 8, 
1992 and recorded in Plat Book 14, page 479, 
Oglethorpe County, Georgia Records.  Said plat 
is herein incorporated by reference thereto.
Also conveyed herewith is an easement 50 
feet in width for the purpose of access, ingress 
and egress, over, through and across the other 
property of Thomas Wheless. Said easement is 
granted as an appurtenance thereto to the 1.00 
acre tract described above.
Also conveyed herewith is a water line ease-
ment 10 feet in width running from the property 
of S. Ray Wheless to the spring as shown on the 
above referenced plat. Said plat is herein incor-
porated by reference thereto for a more complete 
description as to courses and distances, metes 
and bounds.
Said property is known as 712 Lexington Carl-
ton Rd, Lexington, GA 30648, together with all 
fixtures and personal property attached to and 
constituting a part of said property, if any.
Said property will be sold subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are 

a lien, whether or not now due and payable), 
the right of redemption of any taxing author-
ity, any matters which might be disclosed by an 
accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and matters 
of record superior to the Security Deed first set 
out above.
The proceeds of said sale will be applied to the 
payment of said indebtedness and all expenses 
of said sale as provided in said Deed, and the bal-
ance, if any, will be distributed as provided by law.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirma-
tion and audit of the status of the loan with the 
secured creditor.
The property is or may be in the possession of S 
Ray Wheless, a/k/a Ray Wheless and The Rep-
resentative of the Estate of S Ray Wheless, suc-
cessor in interest or tenant(s).
HSBC Bank USA, National Association as Trust-
ee for Wells Fargo Home Equity Asset-Backed 
Securities 2004-2 Trust, Home Equity Asset-
Backed Certificates, Series 2004-2 as Attorney-
in-Fact for S. Ray Wheless
File no. 22-078287
LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP*
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
211 Perimeter Center Parkway, N.E., Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30346
(770) 220-2535/GR
https://www.logs.com/ 
*THE LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
03-31-4c

nOTICe Of 
fOreClOsure 
sAle under 
POWer
OGLETHORPE COUNTY, GEORGIA
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT.  
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Under and by virtue of the Power of Sale con-
tained in a Security Deed given by Chet E. Skin-
ner to State Farm Bank, F.S.B. dated August 
11, 2003 and recorded on August 14, 2003 in 
Deed Book 15-B, Page 68, Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia Records, and later assigned to Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation by Assignment of Security 
Deed recorded on February 24, 2022 in Deed 
Book 00165, Page 00463, Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia Records, conveying the after-described 
property to secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of Forty-Two Thousand Nine Hundred 
And 00/100 Dollars ($42,900.00), with interest 
thereon as set forth therein, there will be sold at 
public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before 
the courthouse door of Oglethorpe County, Geor-
gia, within the legal hours of sale on April 5, 2022 
the following described property:
All that tract or parcel of land, containing 1 acre, 
more or less, situate, lying and being in the 235th 
District, G.M. of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, be-
ing located on a county road (Noels Road) be-
tween Highway 22 and Highway 72, BEGINNING 
at a point located at an iron pin next to the public 
road being south; thence running in a Westerly 
direction 210 feet, land adjoining by R.C. Smith; 
thence running in a Northerly direction 300 feet to 
an iron pin; thence running in a southeast direc-
tion 210 feet to an iron pin, land adjoining is J.C. 
Anthony; thence running in a Southerly direction 
110 feet to BEGINNING point, containing one 
acre more or less.
Tax ID #:  087 116
The debt secured by said Security Deed has 
been and is hereby declared due because of, 
among other possible events of default, failure 
to pay the indebtedness as and when due and 
in the manner provided in the Note and Security 
Deed.  The debt remaining in default, this sale 
will be made for the purpose of paying the same 
and all expenses of this sale, as provided in Se-
curity Deed and by law, including attorney’s fees 
(notice of intent to collect attorney’s fees having 
been given).
Your mortgage servicer, RoundPoint Mortgage 
Servicing Corporation, as servicer for Freedom 
Mortgage Corporation, can be contacted at 877-
426-8805 or by writing to PO Box 19409, Char-
lotte, NC 28219-9409, to discuss possible alter-
natives to avoid foreclosure.
Said property will be sold subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (including taxes which are a 
lien, but not yet due and payable), any matters 
which might be disclosed by an accurate survey 
and inspection of the property, any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, restric-
tions, covenants, and matters of record superior 
to the Security Deed first set out above.
To the best knowledge and belief of the under-
signed, the parties in possession of the property 
are Chet E. Skinner or tenant(s); and said prop-
erty is more commonly known as 197 Watson Mill 
Rd, Comer, GA 30629.
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confir-
mation that the sale is not prohibited under the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirma-
tion and audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the security deed.
Freedom Mortgage Corporation as Attorney in 
Fact for Chet E. Skinner
McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260
Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
404-474-7149
MTG File No.: GA2022-00050
03-31-4c

PeTITIOn fOr 
dIsCHArge 
Of PersOnAl 
rePresenTATIve
In The Probate Court Of Oglethorpe County
State Of Georgia
In Re: Estate Of Thomas Floyd Shelnutt, De-
ceased
Estate No. 2018 P 73

NOTICE
[For discharge from office and all liability]
IN RE: Petition for Discharge of Personal Rep-
resentative
TO: Casey Bernard Shelnutt and any other inter-
ested party and to whom it may concern:
This is to notify you to file an objection, if there 
is any, to the above-referenced petition, in this 
Court on or before April 4, 2022.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public or be-
fore a probate court clerk, and filing fees must be 
tendered with your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing fees. If 
any objections are filed, a hearing will be sched-
uled at a later date.  If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350
03-31-4p

PeTITIOn fOr 
leTTers Of 
AdMInIsTrATIOn
In The Probate Court Of Oglethorpe County 
State Of Georgia
In Re: Estate Of Brian Joseph Hagan, Deceased
Estate No. 2022 P 21
Petition For Letters Of Administration 
Notice
TO: Whom it may concern: Catherine Powell Wil-
liams has petitioned to be appointed administrator 
of the estate of Brian Joseph Hagan deceased, 
of said county.  (The petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers con-
tained in O.C.G.A. §53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the Court on or before April 4, 2022.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public or be-
fore a probate court clerk, and filing fees must be 
tendered with your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing will be sched-
uled at a later date.  If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350
03-31-4p

nOTICe Of 
PublICATIOn 
PETITIONER: PRIDGEN ENTERPRISES INC.
RESPONDENTS: A TRACT OF LAND KNOWN 
AS 0 GROVE CREEK RD, OGLETHORPE 
County, GA, Tax Parcel ID: 090 056; And, as the 
respective interests may be or Appear: Estate of 
Andrew Y. Korsh and All Heirs Known and Un-
known; All persons having of record in Oglethorpe 
County any right, title, interest in, or lien upon the 
respondent property; All creditors of any of these 
entities; and ALL THE WORLD.
OGLETHORPE COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT, 
CIVIL ACTION NO: 22OV00018
RE: PETITION TO QUIET TITLE, 0 GROVE 
CREEK RD, OGLETHORPE COUNTY, Being 
A/K/A T.P.I.D. No. 090 056 (the “Respondent 
Property”).
DATE PETITION FILED: FEBRUARY 4, 2022
DATE OF ORDER FOR PUBLICATION: MARCH 
7, 2022.
TO: NAMED RESPONDENTS; and/or ANY AND 
ALL OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES, KNOWN 
OR UNKNOWN [The “Respondent(s)” in the 
Referenced Action - Petition to Quiet Title]. TAKE 
NOTICE THAT Petitioner, has caused to be filed, 
in the Superior Court of Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia, a Petition to Quiet Title, in conjunction 
with the above referenced parcel of land; under 
the provisions of O.C.G.A., §23360, et seq.  Pe-
titioner is seeking an order to quiet title to the 
Respondent Property. For the specifics of such 
pleas for relief the Parties Respondent must refer 
to the original petition and all other pleadings filed 
with the court.
All Respondent(s) are hereby noticed and com-
manded to be and appear at the court in which 
this action is pending within 60 days of the date 
of the Order for service by publication. All named 
Respondent(s) are to file any response or answer 
with the Clerk of the Superior Court of the above 
referenced Court, at the address show below:

Clerk, Superior Court of Oglethorpe County
111 W Main St.
Lexington, GA 30648
with a copy of such response or answer to be 
sent to the Attorney for the Petitioner, whose 
name and address is: Douglas McKillip, 22 N 
Main St, Building B, Watkinsville, GA 30677.

Concurrently with the publication of this notice, 
and pursuant to the requirements of OCGA § 
9-11-4 (f)(1)(C), the undersigned Clerk of the Su-
perior Court, Oglethorpe County, Georgia hereby 
certifies that, within 15 days of the date of the 
filing of the Order for Service by Publication as 
hereinabove stated, the undersigned Clerk will 
send a copy of this Notice, together with a copy 
of the Order for Service by Publication and Com-
plaint or Petition, if any, to the following Respon-
dents at their respective last known addresses 
below:

Estate of Andrew Y. Korsh and
All Heirs Known and Unknown
5069 Catoctin Dr.
San Diego, CA 92115

Witness, The Hon. Jeffery S. Malcom, Judge, Su-
perior Court, Oglethorpe County

Clerk of the Superior Court, Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia
By: /S/  
 
Clerk

PublIC AuCTIOn
Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property: Notice 
is hereby given that Arnoldsville Storage, located 
at 32 Arnoldsville Rd Crawford, Ga 30630; in-
tends to sell the personal property according to 
the Georgia Self Storage Act, 10-4-210 through 
10-4-215 to satisfy the owner’s lien.  
All bids will be accepted online through www.stor-
ageauctions.com. The auction will end on or after 
4-7-2022 @ 10am. Arnoldsville Storage reserves 
the right to withdraw units from such a sale and 
reject any bid. Terms of sale are cash or money 
order only. 

James Walker, A05, appears to contain; video 
camera, totes, heater, microwave, speaker, 
couch, home décor, bookshelf, pool table, suit-
case, coffee table, backseat of car, dresser, bed 
frame, mattress, toys, bed topper, gaming chair.
Mary Loveless, A70, appears to contain; couch, 
table, chair, speaker, coffee table, vinyl record 
player table, car jack, area rug.
India McDonald, C64, appears to contain; office 
chair, boxes, clothes, mattress, home décor, 
desk, coffee table, foot stool, mannequins, fish-
ing rod, clothing hanger, storage, baskets, picture 
frames.
Jay Pisowicz, A73, appears to contain; chair, 
couch, pillows, headboard, soundbar, coffee 
table, bed frame.
Christopher Faust, C46, appears to contain; end 
table, dishes, kitchenware, boxes, trophies.
Jerold Rogers, C27, appears to contain; recliner, 
couch, boxes, blankets, home décor, end tables, 
throw pillows. 
Satonieyo Thomas, A12, appears to contain; high 
chair, carpet, cushions, office chairs, home décor, 
boxes, ironing board, totes, clothes, comforter, 
kitchen chairs, toys, board games, laptop case.

Public Auction
Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property: Notice 
is hereby given that Crawford Storage, located at 
154 S. Broad Street Crawford, Ga 30630; intends 
to sell the personal property according to the 
Georgia Self Storage Act, 10-4-210 through 10-
4-215 to satisfy the owner’s lien.  
All bids will be accepted online through www.stor-
ageauctions.com. The auction will end on or after 
4-7-2022 @ 10am. Crawford Storage reserves 
the right to withdraw units from such a sale and 
reject any bid. Terms of sale are cash or money 
order only. 

Alvin Robinson, D08, appears to contain; area 
rug, couch, loveseats, coffee table, speakers, end 
tables, entertainment center, recliner, trash bins, 
TV, rolling office chair.

Purchases must be paid for on the day of the 
auction with cash and a valid ID at the location 
of the unit. A refundable cleaning deposit is also 
required. All items are sold as-is and must be re-
moved from the property within 48 hours, unless 
otherwise approved by the Manager, after the 
time of the sale. The sale is subject to cancel-
lation in the event of a settlement between the 
owner and the obligated party is reached. 

nOTICe Of PublIC 
MeeTIng
CITY OF ARNOLDSVILLE, GEORGIA 
APPLICATION FOR AMENDMENT TO ZONING 
ORDINANCE

The City of Arnoldsville, Georgia shall hold a Pub-
lic Hearing on April 11, 2022  at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Arnoldsville City Hall concerning the adoption of 
an AMENDMENT to the text of the Zoning and 
Land Use Ordinance for the City of Arnoldsville 
so as to allow the replacement of existing manu-
factured homes with other manufactured homes. 
Input is sought from all citizens of the City of 
Arnoldsville and the general public.
Copies of the current Zoning Ordinance regard-
ing manufactured homes and the AMENDMENT 
request  may be viewed in advance of the meet-
ing by contacting the City at 706-742-5036  or 
email at cityofarnoldsville@att.net.
Policies and procedures concerning the conduct 
of the meeting will be made available at the meet-
ing and/or may be viewed in advance of the meet-
ing by contacting the City at  706-742-5036  or 
email at cityofarnoldsville@att.net.

nOTICe Of 
eleCTIOn 
CAnCelATIOn
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §21-2-291 and §21-2-325, 
notice is hereby given that the City of Lexington, 
Oglethorpe County. Election scheduled for May 
24, 2022 is canceled.
 

PublIC HeArIng
The Oglethorpe County Board of Commissioners 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, April 11, 
2022 at 6:00 pm in the Commissioners’ Board 
Room at 105 Union Point St. Lexington, GA.  The 
purpose of the public hearing is to present the fol-
lowing applications to the Board of Commission-
ers and to offer an opportunity for public input on 
the application.
1.  Oglethorpe County initiates a rezone of 51 
Arnold PL., also known as a portion of Tax Parcel 
150  016, from AR to A2. This will get the parcel in 
compliance with the UDC.
2. Preliminary Plat for The Pines at Creek Grove 
Subdivision at Bunker Hill Rd., also known as Tax 
Parcel C3 001.  

ClAssIfIeds
servICes

IN-HOME CARE
NEED IN-HOME HEALTH CARE 

FOR FAMILY AND/OR FRIENDS? 
20 Yrs experience — Light house-
work. First Aid & CPR certified. Cur-
rent TB test. Flexible hours (No Sun-
days.) No heavy lifting. References 
available. $13 per hour. Call Delita 
Sisk 706-338-6357. TFN

eMPlOyMenT
HELP WANTED

Quiet Oaks Health Care has imme-
diate day and night time openings for 
LPNs to work 12-hour shifts with ev-
ery other weekend off. The hours are 
6:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. and from 6:45 
p.m. to 6:45 a.m. There are also im-
mediate openings for CNAs to work 
DAY shift from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

We are offering a new higher pay rate 
and after 90 days benefits including 
insurance/sick pay. Fax resumes to 
706-743-5455 or email to quietoak-
shealthcare@gmail.com or come by 
125 Quiet Oaks Drive, Crawford, 
GA 30630. Criminal background and 
drug screen required. We are an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. TFN

HELP WANTED
Quiet Oaks Health Care has posi-

tions available in Dietary, Laundry, 
and Housekeeping. Different depart-
ments have different schedules. After 
90 days benefits include health and 
dental insurance and sick pay. Fax 
resumes to 706-743-5655 or email 
to quietoakshealthcare@gmail.com 
or come to 125 Quiet Oaks Drive, 
Crawford, GA, to complete an ap-
plication. A Background Check and 
Drug Screen are required. We are an 
equal opportunity employer. TFN

Staff Report

All information is from the Oglethorpe County 
Sheriff’s Office arrest/booking reports and miscel-
laneous incident reports. All defendants are pre-
sumed innocent.

ArresTs

n  Vernon Dewayne Fields, Boatwright Circle, 
Rayle, was arrested March 18 and charged with mar-
ijuana-possession, less than 1 ounce, windshield and 
windshield wipers, possession of a schedule IV con-
trolled substance and drugs not in original container-
misdemeanor.
n Butch Lee Towe, Paradise Hogan Road, 

Lexington, was arrested March 17 and charged with 
possession of a schedule II controlled substance, tam-
pering with evidence-misdemeanor and drugs not in 
original container-misdemeanor.

n Ricki Lee Thompson, Crawford Smithonia 
Road, Crawford, was arrested March 13 and charged 
with contempt of court, serve one day per probate.
n Edrick Lamont Faust, Cooper Road, Athens, 

was arrested March 13 and charged with agency assist.
n Hannah Nicole Bondie, Tipparary Circle, 

Monroe, was arrested Feb. 15 and charged with traf-
ficking in cocaine, illegal drugs, marijuana, or meth-
amphetamine.
n Tahjaii Shantia Blackburn, McGuire Street, 

Washington, was arrested March 15 and charged with 
driving while license suspended or revoked (misde-
meanor.)
n Alajandro Beiza Martinez, Mitchell Farm 

Road, Crawford, was arrested March 16 and charged 
with driving without a valid license (misdemeanor) 
and lighted headlights required at certain times.
n Kyaw Lwin, Diamond Hill, Colbert, was 

arrested March 18 and charged with DUI-driving 
under the influence of alcohol-concentration with an 
open container in a vehicle.

sHerIff’s rePOrT



PAge 10 n THe OgleTHOrPe eCHO n THursdAy, MArCH 24, 2022

Don’t Risk a Detour.
LOCK IN A LONG-TERM 
FIXED RATE WITH 
FARM CREDIT.*

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
Helping Georgia Grow for Generations® NMLS# 627367

Don’t Risk a Detour.

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
NMLS# 627367

CAUTION 
HIGHER INTEREST 

RATES AHEAD

AgGeorgia.com

706.678.7088

ArOund THe COunTy
WINTER SPORTS HONORS

STUDENT OF 
THE MONTH

GULF-ATLANTIC FORESTRY 
& MASTERS REALTY

Forest Managers & Consultants
Realtors & Appraisers

5% R.E. Commission on all sales
Tel.: 706-202-2996

Email: gulfatlanticforestry@
yahoo.com

Web: gulfatlanticforestry.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Gloria Ortiz is the 
Oglethorpe High 
School Rotary Student 
of the Month for March. 
Her mother is Gloria 
Ortiz.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Trystyn Hovey is Oglethorpe County High School’s 2022 
PAGE STAR Student. Hovey, a senior, pictured with OCHS 
principal Susie Johnson (left) and STAR teacher Dru 
Horne (right), plans to major in computer engineering 
at UGA. “We are very proud of Trystyn and Mr. Horne, 
and the academic excellence they have demonstrated 
at Oglethorpe County High School,” Johnson said. High 
school seniors must have the highest score on a single 
test date on the SAT and be in the top 10% or top 10 
students of their class based on grade point average to 
qualify for STAR nomination. The STAR program is spon-
sored by the Oglethorpe County Rotary Club.

OCHS STAR STUDENT

RALPH MAXWELL/SUBMITTED PHOTO
OCHS winter sports award winners include: Kenzie Henderson (front, from left); McKenzie Freeman, 
Denim Goddard, Ariana Bell, Cheyenne Bernal, Isabella Heckman; Javaun Pittard (middle, from left) 
Bryce Frankel, Jake Turner, Karley Crampton, Jordan Johnson; and Will Sampson (back, from left), KB 
Bonds, Austin Kort, Edward Bridges and Shane Watson.

RALPH MAXWELL/SUBMITTED PHOTO
Basketball cheer award winners include: Karley Crampton 
(from left), Isabella Heckman and Cheyenne Bernal.

CHEER HONORS

BOYS BASKETBALL HONORS

RALPH MAXWELL/ SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Boys basketball award winners include: Will Sampson (from 
left), Javaun Pittard, Jake Turner and KB Bonds.

WRESTLING HONORS

RALPH MAXWELL/ SUBMITTED PHOTO
Wrestling award winners include: Edward Bridges (from 
left), Shane Watson and Austin Kort.

RALPH MAXWELL/ SUBMITTED PHOTO
Ninth grade/JV basketball award winners include: Jor-
dan Johnson (from left), Jaelin Lumpkin, Nate Irwin, Cole 
Appling and Bryce Frankel.

9TH GRADE/ JV BASKETBALL HONORS

GIRLS BASKETBALL HONORS

RALPH MAXWELL/SUBMITTED PHOTO
Girls basketball award winners include: Denim Goddard (from 
left), McKenzie Freeman, Kenzie Henderson and Ariana Bell.

 GEORGIA GREEN CLEAN
“Saving the Planet 

One Cleaning at a Time”
Residential/Commercial Cleaning

Licensed, Insured, & Bonded
706-206-3433

Ask for Chelsea. Mention this ad 
and receive 

20% off your first cleaning!

bAnksTOn 
COnCreTe & 
COnsTruCTIOn
(770) 337-8958

Building Slabs, 
Driveways, Side-

walks, Retainer Walls, 
Decorative Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years  
Experience

Big or Small Jobs
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Home Listings
*Stunning 4BR,. 3.5.5 BA, 3612 sq. ft. craftsman farmhouse situated 
on 20 acres in Arnoldsville with an in-ground pool and 30ft. x 40 ft. 
workshop. $855,000
*Very nice 4 BR, 3.5 BA home with 4188 Sq. Ft. on 6.19 acres of pasture 
and mixed hardwood. Detached 2 car garage with workshop. Bring 
your horses. $599,900

Land Listings
*21 acre level land tract with reclaimed pasture and multiple home 
sites in Stephens, GA! Over 300 feet of paved road frontage, new 
gravel driveway, and a completed Perc Test. $150,000.
*Tract 5, 11 acres on Buddy Faust Rd. Open, mixed hardwoods & 
spring. $99,000.
*Tract 5A, 10 acres on Buddy Faust Rd.  with a stand of mixed hard-
woods, and multiple home sites. $98,000.
*51 wooded acres on Arnoldsville Rd. with over 800 ft. of road front-
age.  City water and natural gas at the street. $459,000
*112 acres of beautiful pines & hardwoods overlooking flowing creek. 
Great home site.  Good hunting tract or get-a-way.  $325,000

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Iris Walker- Broker
706-338-8279
apiris1@aol.com

Jessica Arnold- Agent
706-338-6566
jessicaleaarnold@
outlook.com

Blake Arnold- Agent
706-340-0866
blakearnold@outlook.
com

Jake Willcox
706-338-0765
willcoxauctions@gmail.
com

Barry Walker
706-318-3340
balwa57@gmail.com

Donna Floyd
706-206-3587
dfloyd2691@gmail.com

Jake Peacock
706-255-8762
jacobtpeacock@gmail.
com

Brian Hill
706-340-0512
bhill3551@gmail.com

Brandon Walker
706-338-7586
bwalker.irisincrealty.
com

Headmaster’s Corner
By Steve Cummings

WHERE IS GOD 
IN WAR?

The images from Ukraine are 
sad to see. Hospitals bombed. 
Dead bodies piled up in deep 
trenches. Innocent men, wom-
en, and children forced to leave 
their homes. Why would God 
allow this to happen?

We live in a fallen and sinful 
world, and war is a consequence 
of man’s sin. Throughout histo-
ry, God has allowed the conse-
quences of human behavior to 
play out in the world.  As long 
as sin rules in the hearts and 
minds of human leaders, wars 
will not cease to exist.

One day, Jesus will return 
and make all things new. On 
that day, there will be no more 
death and no more sorrow. Be-
lievers look anxiously toward 
that day.

BRETT MASK/SUBMITTED PHOTO
Rev. Gil Maddox and Pastor Brett Mask honor Nina Hayes for her 
59 years of service to the church as the congregation watches last 
Sunday. She will continue to play special events, such as wed-
dings and funerals at Salem Baptist Church.

By Eloise McNair 
The Oglethorpe Echo 

Nina Hayes was first introduced 
to the piano through a lesson at 
her elementary school in Greene 
County when she was just 5 years 
old. 

Hayes also recalls sitting in 
church with her family as a young 
girl and admiring the pianist next 
to the altar. She wanted to be up 
there playing the beautiful mu-
sic during the service, but she had 
only played piano for fun. 

That was until she married her 
husband, Joe Gene Hayes, 64 
years ago and joined Salem Bap-
tist Church, the church where he 
grew up.

“I love to play, I always have,” 
Hayes said. “In the church that I 
grew up in, I would sit right next 
to the piano every Sunday, and I 
wanted to play so bad, and it final-
ly happened when I got here.”

Hayes, 82, retired on Sunday af-
ter playing the organ and piano in 
the church for 59 years.

In her first nine years at Salem 
Baptist, Hayes primarily played 
the piano, and then switched to the 
organ, which she has played every 
Sunday for the past 50 years. 

Brett Mask, who has been the 
pastor at the church for the past 12 
years, said although Hayes is the 
full-time organist, she plays many 
other vital roles in the church, and 
often fills in on the piano. 

“For my entire tenure here, if 
we had a funeral, Ms. Nina played 
the piano, because she is so good, 
but also because our main pianist 
has two young children and a full-
time job, and funerals are typical-
ly during the week,” Mask said. 
“Sometimes, I didn’t even have to 
call her. She would call me and say 
‘I heard so-and-so passed away. 
When is the funeral and what does 

the family want me to play?’ ”
Hayes is often requested for fu-

nerals, because on top of her talent, 
she is also easy going and reliable. 

“She’s very easy to work with,” 
Mask said. “We have had several 
music ministers since I have been 
here, and she’s always been a plea-
sure for them to work with, and 
that is a dynamic that is sometimes 
difficult.” 

Mask said the church hasn’t be-
gun to look for a replacement, be-
cause it’s going to be difficult to 
find someone as dedicated and tal-
ented and who is willing to play on 
a voluntary basis. 

“You could always tell that her 
motive was to serve the Lord,” 
Mask said. “Her motive is pure, 
and she has the ability to take 
ownership without it being some-
thing that she thinks is hers, rather 
than the Lord’s. That’s something 
that I have always admired.”

Retiring after such a long time 
in a tight-knit community was a 
difficult decision for Hayes. 

She’s had health complications 
that caused her to take time off the 
past two years. She has been con-
sidering retiring since they began,

 

but couldn’t bring herself to offi-
cially retire until recently.

While Hayes and her family 
agree it’s going to feel strange to 
have her sitting in a pew on Sun-
days instead of at the organ, Hayes 
will not stop playing anytime soon.

“She has two pianos in her 
home,” said Donna Floyd, Hayes’ 
daughter. “She still plays for at 
least an hour; sometimes she will 
tell me she’s played almost two 
hours!” 

Hayes will continue to play spe-
cial events, like funerals and wed-
dings, in cases where she is re-
quested. 

“If anyone asks me to play a fu-
neral, which they sometimes do, I 
will play it,” Hayes said.

Hayes has been a leader at Sa-
lem Baptist for so many years, and 
while her retirement is bittersweet 
for everyone, she will continue to 
delight people with her music for 
years to come. 

“I cried a lot (when deciding to 
retire),” Hayes said. “But I would 
also sit there and just thank God 
for my talent.”

Beloved organist retires after 59 years at church

WILLIAMS TREE SERVICE
& LAND CLEARING

“From the top of the tree down to the roots - We Can Do It All”
- Cell Ph. - 706-255-6764 - text only

CARY WILLIAMS
Owner/Operator

• Fully Insured • Free Estimates • Full Equipped 
 • Specializing in Dangerous Tree Removals

 • Stump Grinding   • Land Clearing • Hauling  
• Chipping   Equipment

 • Bobcats   • Chipper  • Dump Trucks
Also Available: Mulch & Firewood - Delivery or Pick-up

BRETT MASK/SUBMITTED PHOTO
Nina Hayes poses with her family and Pastor Brett Mask at her retirement celebration at Salem 
Baptist Church on Sunday. Standing in front of the altar (left to right) is Steve Hayes, Joe Gene Hayes, 
Nina Hayes, Donna Floyd, and Brett Mask.

ELOISE MCNAIR/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Nina Hayes poses with the organ that she played every Sunday 
for 59 years at the Salem Baptist Church.

Words From The Well
A bi-weekly ministry of Living Water Baptist Church, Arnoldsville

Mister Bill often tells me I ask too many questions; I tell him he doesn’t 
ask enough questions, which explains why he’s so often “in the dark!” When 
God asks a question, you can count on it being probing and the answer re-
vealing. On the run and in hiding from the wicked Queen Jezebel, Elijah 
found himself a long way from home. Twice during this time, God asked the 
prophet, “what are you doing here?” (1 Kings 19:9, 13). O.S. Hawkins makes 
a valid point about Christian life: we often react in fear instead of responding 
in faith. In the face of a life-battle — whatever it may be — it’s particular-
ly easy to forget God’s faithfulness and jump track, succumbing to fear. Did 
you know the phrase “fear not” occurs in more than 100 verses in Scripture! 
Paul wrote to Timothy making sure he knew God has not given us a “spirit 
of fear” but rather a spirit of power (2 Timothy 1:7). Fear paralyzes, and just 
like Elijah, if we’re not careful, we’ll find ourselves in a cave hiding out in-
stead of facing our fears in faith. Jesus said all the faith we need is the size 
of a mustard seed — and that’s really really small — to overcome fear (Mat-
thew 17:20). If God is tracking your present location — aka “what are you 
doing here?” — consider it a probing: fear or faith?

“Words from The Well” is written by Beverly F. Chandler.
Read “Morning with Beverly” Monday-Friday at www.morningwithbev-

erly.blogspot.com.
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County 
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District 1 
Phillip Sanders 

Howard Sanders 
Darrius Tompkins 
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Commissioner 

District 3 
David Clark 

Debra Furbish 
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Commissioner 
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Doors open at 6:30PM and the Forum starts at 7:00PM 
Oglethorpe County Library 

858 Athens Road 
Lexington, GA 30648 

Doors open at 6:30PM 
and the Forum starts at 7:00PM

Oglethorpe County Library 
858 Athens Road

Lexington, GA 30648

OgleTHOrPe sPOrTs

Thursday, March 24
n Golf: OCHS vs. Putnam 
County (Uncle Remus GC)
n Baseball: Washington-Wilkes 
at OCMS, 4:30 p.m.
n Soccer: OCMS girls at St. 
Joseph’s, 4:30 p.m.
n Soccer: OCMS boys at St. 
Joseph’s, 5:45 p.m.

Friday, March 25
n Baseball: OCHS at Jefferson 
County, 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 26
n Track: at McDonald’s Relays 
(Apalachee HS)

Monday, March 28
n Soccer: Glenn Hills girls at 
OCHS, 5:30 p.m. (Senior night)
n Soccer: Glenn Hills boys at 
OCHS, 7:30 p.m. (Senior night) 
n Soccer: OCMS girls at West-
minster, 4:30 p.m.

n Soccer: OCMS boys at West-
minster, 5:45 p.m.

Tuesday, March 29
n Baseball: Glenn Hills at OCHS 
(DH), 4 p.m.
n Soccer: OCHS girls at Hart 
County, 5 p.m.
n Soccer: OCHS boys at Hart 
County, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 30
n Golf: OCMS vs. Washington-
Wilkes (Washington-Wilkes CC)
n Golf: OCHS vs. East Jackson 
(Double Oaks GC)

Thursday, March 31
n Golf: OCHS vs. Washington-
Wilkes (Washington-Wilkes 
CC)
n Baseball: OCHS at Com-
merce, 4:30 p.m.
Baseball OCHS JV at Com-
merce, TBD

ATHleTICs sCHedule

HELP US KEEP

OUR HISTORY

ACCESSIBLE

We're raising funds to help the library
upgrade its microfilm equipment and
collection of historical Echo issues

To learn more, visit us at 
OglethorpeFOL.org/donate

Staff Report

Blane McFarland was the win-
ning pitcher and Henry Johnson 
homered to lead Oglethorpe Coun-
ty to a 6-3 victory over Jefferson 
County on Tuesday night to re-
main undefeated in Region 4-AA.

McFarland gave up three runs in 
the first, but didn’t allow another 
run and the Patriots rallied to im-
prove to 4-0 in the region. Jeffer-
son County is the defending region 
champ.

“They homered to lead off 
the game, and in years past, that 
would’ve done us in,” OCHS 
coach Kris Patel said. “We stuck to 
our approach offensively, chipped 
away, and ultimately controlled 
the outcome instead of letting the 
situation control us.”

Henry Johnson homered (his 
second of the year) and pitched a 
scoreless seventh for the save.

 Patel said McFarland, Landon 
Eberhart, Logan Turner and Ben-
nett England “all had big (at-bats) 
to contribute to the win.”

The Patriots play at Jefferson 
County at 5:30 p.m. Friday.

Girls soccer clinches 
Region 4-AA title

Emily Forschler, Citlali Porti-
llo and Ellie Cabaniss each scored 
two goals to lead the girls soccer 
team to a 9-0 victory over A.R. 
Johnson on March 17 to clinch the 
Region 4-AA title.

Maddie Williams added a goal 
for the Lady Patriots, who will 
host Glenn Hills on Senior Night 
on Monday, March 28.

Boys soccer shuts 
out A.R. Johnson

The OCHS boys soccer team 

improved to 7-4-2 and 6-1 in Re-
gion 4-AA with a 7-0 victory over 
A.R. Johnson on March 17.

The Patriots will host Glenn 
Hills on Senior Night on Monday, 
March 28.

Track teams have 
success at meet

Michael Fleming won the 110 
hurdles and was second in the tri-
ple jump to help the OCHS boys 
track team to a 10th place finish 
at the Loch Johnson Relays at Ce-
dar Shoals last Saturday. Twenty 
teams competed in the meet.

Fleming also finished fifth in 
long jump and Shane Watson was 
seventh; Elijah Hood was seventh 
in the high jump; Luke McGarity 
finished fifth in the 800 and sev-
enth in the 1,600; and Will Samp-
son was eighth in the 100.  

The girls track team scored 95 
points to finish second out of 16 
teams at the Loch Johnson Relays.

Kenzie Henderson jumped a 
personal-best height of 5 feet, 7 
inches to win the high jump and 
ran a personal-best 49.49 to fin-
ish second in the 300-meter hur-
dles; Denim Goddard was sev-
enth in the long jump and fourth 
in the triple jump; Gloria Ortiz fin-
ished sixth and Amber Watkins 
was seventh in the discus; ZyK-
ieria Edwards threw her person-
al best of 36-5 to place third in the 
shot put; Syndie Henderson ran 
her personal-best 400-meter time 
of 1:00.79 to finish second; Lizzie 
Wadsworth was second in the 800 
and fourth in the 1,600; and Jayda 
Jones was sixth in the 200.

The 4x800 team was second, 
the 4x200 team was third, the 
4x100 team was sixth and the 

4x400 team was second.
Both track teams will com-

pete at the McDonald’s Relays at 
Apalachee on Saturday.

Rosters set for 
community game

The rosters have been set for the 
community basketball fundraiser 
games scheduled to be played at 
OCHS on March 24. 

The faculty will play the stu-
dents at 5:30 p.m. and the coach-
es will play the community at 6:30 
p.m. Tickets are $5.

Here are the rosters:
Community roster: Jason Lew-

is (EMS), Josh Robinson (EMS), 
Ryan Hollingsworth (EMS), Lane 
Grier (EMS), Michael White 
(Rec Dept.) Adam Nation (Road 
Dept.), Andy Shelton (EMS), Bob-
by Smith (EMS). Dave Rodg-
ers (EMS). Katie Pierce (EMS), 
Neil Frankel (State Patrol). Coach: 
Ryan Hollingsworth.

Coaches roster: Larry Brown, 
Trone Jones, Maurice Freeman, 
Rod Rucker, Micheal Holland, 
Gary Hughes, Kris Patel, George 
Irwin, George Gresham. Coach: 
Larry Brown.

Student roster: Skylor Prince, 
Raymond Bentley, Edrick Faust, 
Chris Amos, Jayland Richardson, 
Zanyain Hawkins, Vonkeria Jen-
kins. KB Bonds, Jamarion Miller. 
Coach: KB Bonds.

Faculty roster: Susie Johnson, 
Bill Sampson, Veronica Hunter, 
Brian Lance, Lauren Carlson, Eric 
Schmidt, Rebecca O'Tuel, Erin 
Bunch. Coach: Susie Johnson.

Baseball team improves
to 4-0 in Region 4-AA play

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kenzie Henderson set her personal best with a high jump of 5 
feet, 7 inches at the Loch Johnson Relays on Saturday.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The OCHS girls soccer team clinched the Region 4-AA title with a 
9-0 victory over A.R. Johnson last week. They play Glenn Hills at 
home on March 28.

RALPH MAXWELL/SUBMITTED PHOTO
OCHS senior shortstop Landon Eberhart attempts to tag a runner 
in the Patriots’ 6-3 victory over Jefferson County to remain unde-
feated in Region 4-AA on Tuesday. 
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By Meredith Boyd
The Oglethorpe Echo 

Mary Kate Shealy hadn’t seen 
Ellie Cabaniss in action before this 
soccer season.

Cabaniss attends a private hy-
brid home school in Loganville, 
but is enrolled in one class at 
Oglethorpe County High School, 
which allowed her to play soccer 
this spring, thanks to a law passed 
in July 2021.

Cabaniss certainly has been a 
welcome addition. 

She has a team-leading 18 goals 
and has sparked the Lady Patri-
ots to a 9-2 record (6-0 in Region 
4-AA) with one more regular-
season game remaining at home 
against Glenn Hills on Monday 
night.

“I haven’t been able to see her 
play previously, but coach (Eliz-
abeth) Moncrief and I have re-
ally enjoyed watching her play,” 
Shealy said. “Ellie has been such a 
great addition to our team.”

Even though it’s her first year 
at OCHS, Cabaniss has been play-

ing soccer for more than 14 years. 
Those skills have been evident all 
season.

She was on a hot streak ear-
lier this month when she scored 
nine goals in a two-game stretch, 
both 10-0 victories. Cabaniss, who 
is dual enrolled at UGA, where 
she plans to attend next fall, add-
ed two more goals in a 9-0 victory 
over A.R. Johnson last week that 
clinched the region title.  

“Soccer is 100% a team sport,” 
she said. “I would not have scored 
one of those goals if it wasn’t for 
my team. It’s exciting, but I would 
have to say it’s really a team effort, 
no matter who shoots the shot.” 

Shealy gave Cabaniss more 
credit than she gives herself.  

“I love watching her win the 
ball from an opponent,” Shealy 
said. “There are times I don’t even 
know how it happens, but it does. 
Even if she loses the ball, I know 
I can count on her to give every-
thing she has to win it back.”

When Cabaniss takes the field, 
she has more on her mind, though, 
than just scoring goals.

“I have always been a super 
driven and determined person pri-
marily because I’m a believer and 
whatever I do I should do to the 
best of my ability to bring glory to 
God because he’s given me these 
abilities,” Cabaniss said. 

She said that although this has 
always been her focus and drive, 
this year, she has another rea-
son for working hard: Her boy-
friend was killed in an accident six 
months ago.

“He was my biggest supporter,” 
Cabaniss said. “He was at every 
game cheering me on, so knowing 
that he’s up there cheering me on 
has been really special.”

Shealy said: “She is so motivat-
ed on the field. You can see the de-
termination and commitment she 
has to soccer and each team she is 
a part of. She has brought strength 
and speed to our midfield and has 
helped us secure the region cham-
pion title this season.”

Cabaniss leads girls 
soccer team to success

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Ellie Cabaniss joined the Oglethorpe County soccer team this year 
and leads the Lady Patriots with 18 goals in 11 games.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Ellie Cabaniss’ senior banner 
is attached to the back of the 
bleachers at OCHS stadium. She 
has been home schooled, but is 
taking one class at OCHS while 
also dual enrolled at UGA.
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NortheastHealthDistrict.com/covidvaccine

available at your county

HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT

FREE COVID-19  
VACCINATIONS

+ boosters

CRAWFORD ACE HARDWARE 
& LAWNMOWER SERVICE

145 Coile Drive, Crawford, Georgia 30630
706-743-6085 | crawfordacehardware@gmail.com

Mon-Sat 8am-5:30pm; Sun 12pm-5pm

JUST A FRIENDLY 
REMINDER THAT

Spring is here!
We have seeds, soils, fertilizers and more!

I am sending my farmer to get a tiller at Crawford Ace Hardware so I don’t have to pull the plow this year!

By Sydney Fordice
The Oglethorpe Echo

Eight pageant queens will pass 
on their titles at the sixth annual 
Miss Oglethorpe Pageant, which 
will be held at 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day at Oglethorpe County High 
School. 

The pageant was canceled in 
2021 due to COVID-19, but 13 
Oglethorpe County girls are par-
ticipating this year.

Five girls from outside the 
county will compete for Miss 
Crowning Star, which holds the 
namesake of the Crowning Star 
Foundation, created to allocate in-
coming funds to various organiza-
tions.  

Proceeds from the pageant 
benefit the Oglethorpe County 
School System, Food 4 Friends, 
a food donation program for stu-
dents and REACH Scholarship, a 
needs-based mentoring and col-
lege scholarship program, accord-
ing to a press release.

Each school in Oglethorpe 
County is represented in the com-
petition, making up the categories 
— Miss Oglethorpe Princess (age 
4-kindergarten), Miss Oglethorpe 
County Primary School, Miss 
Oglethorpe Elementary School, 
Miss Oglethorpe Middle School 
and Miss Oglethorpe County High 
School. Three other crowns are 
awarded for categories such as sell-
ing the most ads, raising the most 
money and community service. 

While past year’s proceeds di-
rectly benefited the Oglethorpe 
County Athletic Booster Club, for 

the first time, this year’s contes-
tants were able to declare an orga-
nization they will represent. 

Proceeds will be divided among 
all represented, including OCMS 
National FFA Organization pro-
gram, OCMS cheerleading and 
color guard, OCHS golf program 
and REACH scholarship. OCPS, 
OCES and Food 4 Friends will re-
ceive a set monetary donation, ac-
cording to a press release. 

“The queens are not just pret-
ty faces, but are active volunteers 
in the community,” pageant orga-
nizer Joanne Wrenn said in a re-
lease. “Each queen is expected to 
do their part — they have a one-
year commitment.”

This commitment involves com-
munity service for a variety of or-
ganizations and events, like volun-
teering at the Night To Shine prom, 
for example — a formal event put 
on by the Tim Tebow Founda-
tion to celebrate people with spe-
cial needs. This year, the girls also 
helped at Goodness Grows, a plant 
nursery in Lexington.

Judges from the pageant come 
from different parts of the state 
and have no relationship to the 
contestants. 

This year’s sponsors are: Com-
missioner Tracy Norman, Blaz-
ers of Lexington, Pinnacle Bank, 
Pharmacy Partners of Geor-
gia, Van Bowling with Tri-Coun-
ty Battery, Emily Bowling with 
Rope Drop Travel, Mixon’s Used 
Cars and Body Repair, Clay Land 
Service, D & D Heating and Air, 
American Legion Auxiliary, Dead-
wood Guitars and Sassy’s Photog-
raphy.

Sixth annual Miss 
Oglethorpe pageant 
set for Saturday

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The reigning Miss Oglethorpe queens are (first row, from left) Amelia 
Liguoria, Patriot Ambassador, Lannah Scarborough, Spirit of Miss 
Oglethorpe, Adalyn Tanksley, Miss Oglethorpe Princess; (second 
row, from left) Riley Sisk, Miss OCPS, Larsin Faust, Miss OCES, Amber 
Watkins, Miss Red, White and Blue, Abigail Colquitt, Miss OCMS and 
Shelby Self, Miss OCHS.

SYDNEY FORDICE /THE OGLETHORPE ECHO 


