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The Oglethorpe County Board 
of Commissioners approved the 
preliminary plat for the Pines at 
Grove Creek, a 26.1-acre devel-
opment on Bunker Hill Road in a 
called meeting on Monday night.

The development, which will 
include 31 single-family homes, 
is adjacent to Crawford Village, a 
50-acre, mixed-use development 
at the intersection of Bunker Hill 
Road and Highway 78.

Scott Liedberg, director of spe-
cial projects, and Logan Waters, 
engineer for DuSouth Surveying 
and Engineering, addressed com-
missioners’ questions about the 
preliminary plat.

District 5 Commissioner Tracy 
Norman said Wall Street, a nearby 
road, has flooded in the past, and 
the issue could worsen with the 
addition of houses. Grove Creek 
flows through the area.

Waters responded that a local 
pond would be used to manage 
runoff and other water concerns 
regarding the development.

District 4 Commissioner Will 
Brown said residents are also con-
cerned about increased traffic at 
the intersection of Bunker Hill 
Road to Highway 78, especially 
before and after school.

Norman voted against approval 
of the preliminary plat, while the 
other commissioners voted in fa-
vor of the proposal.

In other news: 
Nicolas Lopez submitted a con-

sumption on premises application 
for the sale of alcoholic drinks at 
La Cabana De Don Juan Lexing-
ton, LLC after the owners of Ta-
co’s subleased the space. 

Taco’s, the previous establish-
ment at the same location, had a 
consumption approval. 

Hernan Duarte and Juan Lopez 
attended the meeting to represent 
the restaurant.

The request was approved, with 
District 1 commissioner David 
Clark voting against it.

The commission voted to re-
zone 51 Arnold Place from agri-
cultural/rural residential to gener-
al agricultural.

The meeting adjourned without 
comment from the public.

By Sabrina Laster
The Oglethorpe Echo

 
Hundreds of residents got a jump 

on celebrating Easter this spring. 
Local events this past weekend 

included the annual Family Eas-
ter Festival at Sandy Cross Baptist 
Church and Mt. Pleasant Communi-
ty Church’s Spring Out Fundraiser. 

Levi Taylor, the pastor of Mt. 
Pleasant Community Church, said 
folks around the county love be-
ing around each other, and now 
that COVID-19 is lessening, he 
said, people are getting back to 

regular life.
The events, which were can-

celed the last two years due to CO-
VID-19, consisted of games, mu-
sic, food and fellowship for chil-
dren and adults. Volunteers from 
the churches and community 
members came out to support and 
work both events.

Family Easter Festival
Family Easter is an annual fes-

tival at the Sandy Cross Baptist 
Church. This was the first year 
Calvin Weaver, pastor of Sandy 

Cross Baptist Church, was a part 
of the event after he was hired last 
summer.

“The kids were so surprised — 
we had someone from the church 
dress up as the Easter bunny that 
came out, and we got to set up a 
photo booth for them,” Weaver 
said. “That's our whole goal is to 
grow this community.”

The praise team from the church 
organized and facilitated the festi-
val that drew around 100 people. 
Activities included bouncy houses, 
concessions, an Easter egg hunt, 
cupcake walk, cornhole, face paint 

and a photo booth. 
“Anytime you can do a commu-

nity function and bring the com-
munity together, you're reaching 
people for the Lord, that is what 
excites me,” youth director Tam-
my Paul said.  

Kelli Nation, praise team lead-
er at Sandy Cross Baptist Church, 
said the bubble machines were the 
highlight of the kids’ day and that 
everyone looked like they had a 
good time and good fellowship.

“Coming together and having 
the children in the community be 

By Julia Walkup
The Oglethorpe Echo

Wesley Grantham squat-
ted near a swarm of bees on 
a birdbath in his backyard. A 
few buzzed lazily by him.

“Whenever they swarm 
like this, their bellies are 
full of honey and things, so 
they won’t try to sting you,” 
Grantham said.

Grantham is a beekeep-
er in Winterville, just outside 
Oglethorpe County. He’s been 
working with bees his entire 
life, and has made a business 
tending to bees kept by farm-
ers to pollinate crops and by 
selling THC-infused raw hon-
ey through his company, Mel-
low Bear Honey. 

THC is the psychoactive 
ingredient in cannabis. No 
law prohibits Delta-8, which is 
less concentrated than its illegal 
cousin, Delta-9, from being sold 
to and consumed by people over 
the age of 21 in Georgia.

Grantham said he hasn’t re-
ceived much criticism for sell-
ing THC-infused honey, even 
though cannabis can be a hot-
button political issue. He adver-
tises his business on Facebook, 

on his truck and sells his prod-
ucts at fall festivals.

Grantham said he is the first 
person in the country to make 
THC-infused raw honey. He has 
the Delta-8 tested in a lab in Col-

orado and then has it shipped to 
him, where it’s tested again. He 
then infuses the oil into the hon-
ey with an organic liquid emul-
sifier. 

“I can’t, like, make any 
health claims about it, but the 
honey itself is medicinal,” 
Grantham said. “And I’ve seen 
it firsthand how much (the 
THC honey) helps people.” 

Grantham has several testi-
monials on his website, where 
people tout the benefits of his 
THC honey. One customer dis-
cussed how the honey helped 
her with chronic pain and anx-
iety.

“Was introduced to Mellow 
Bear personally by the own-
er almost a year ago, when I 
was at a point in my condition 
(chronic pain, ddd, fibromyal-
gia, anxiety disorder ) where I 

was desperate for any kind of re-
lief..Dr's & meds were not help-
ing, I felt like there was no light 
at the end of the tunnel,” the re-
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Wesley Grantham scoops bees from a swarm on his birdbath into a box to start cultivating on his farm in Winterville. He uses the 
clear container to collect the bees, then empties them into the white box to start creating a hive.

Sweet relief
Mellow Bear testimonials support health benefits of THC-infused honey

JULIA WALKUP/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Wesley Grantham points to a swarm of bees on his birdbath. These 
bees just happened to be here, so Gratham collected them to give 
them a home and start collecting their honey. 

County residents start Easter celebrations early 

Development
gains 
preliminary 
approval

SUBMITTED PHOTO
There were plenty of Easter eggs 
to be gathered at the Spring Out 
Fundraiser at Mt. Pleasant Com-
munity Church in Crawford. 

See SWEET, Page 5

The OCHS baseball 
team, fresh off a 
9-3 victory over 
Putnam County, 
will host the War 
Eagles at 5:30 p.m. 
Friday. 

…. Page 12
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By Liset Cruz
The Oglethorpe Echo

La Cabaña de Don Juan will 
take the place of Taco’s Mexican 
Restaurant next month.

Taco’s, a beloved Mexican res-
taurant, has subleased its space at 
777 Athens Road to La Cabaña de 
Don Juan owner Nicolas Lopez, 
who plans to open his restaurant 
on May 2. 

Taco’s owner Jose Luis said it’s 
time for a break.

“It’s really hard to work 12 
hours a day,” he said. “It’s time for 
a vacation, even if it’s just resting 
at home.”

Taco’s has loose plans to make 
a comeback at a different location.

Lopez runs restaurants in sever-
al cities. 

He opened his first restaurant in 
Washington about 14 years ago, ac-
cording to his son, Juan Lopez. His 
other restaurants are in Comer and 
Watkinsville, and he also owns a 
percentage of a location in Bogart.

Lopez and his business partner, 
Hernan Duarte, saw the decision 
to bring La Cabaña de Don Juan to 
Lexington as a great opportunity. 

“I graduated from Oglethorpe 
County High School, so I know 

how much it means to me,” Duarte 
said. “We’ve been very successful 
with our other locations and want-
ed to bring that here.”

La Cabaña de Don Juan in Wat-
kinsville has a similar menu to Ta-
co’s. The restaurant has an average 
rating of 4.5 stars on 319 reviews 
on Google Reviews.

“Great place to eat! Very nice 
food, it's a Mexican restaurant so 
you know what to expect but overall 
delicious,” reads a Google review.

The Oglethorpe County Board 
of Commissioners approved a con-
sumption on premises license for La 
Cabaña de Don Juan on Monday. 

rOberT “bOb”    
Wayne lance 

Robert “Bob” Wayne Lance, 
86, of Hull, Georgia, died at his 
home Wednesday morning, April 
6, 2022.

Born on July 7, 1935, he was 
the son of the late Reba Carter 
Lance Patterson and Wayne Leon 
Lance.

He is survived by his wife, 
Brenda Massey Lance, and two 
daughters —Amy Lance Brown 
and Donna Lance Young.  He 
was the proud grandfather of four 
grandchildren: Christopher Ja-
cob “CJ” Brown, Abby Colleen 
Brown, Callyn Massey Young, and 
Kiersten K aye Young; his sister 

Betty Janette Black and brother, 
George Thomas “Tom” Patterson.

Bob graduated high school from 
Colbert, Ga, and started a career at 
Western Electric.  This eventually 
led to his employment in the tele-
phone industry where he retired 
from BellSouth with 36 years ex-
perience. 

Bob was the co-owner of Bill’s 
Bar-B-Q, in Hull, Georgia with his 
late brother, William “Bill” Lance, 
and his brother George Thomas 
“Tom” Patterson. Bill, Bob, and 
Tom happily served the small town 
of Hull, Ga for 33 years serving the 
best bbq and chicken mull around.

Bob also served in the U.S. 
Army during 1958-1960.

Bob and his wife Brenda were 
married for 48 years. He was an 
avid Georgia Bulldog fan and 
loved spending time with his two 
daughters and grandkids.

Pallbearers will be: Michael 
McGraw, Malcolm Lance, David 
Black, Barry Black, John Means, 
Nathan Witcher.

The family would like to thank 
Bridgeway Hospice for their ex-
ceptional care.

A Funeral Service will be held 
on Friday, April 8, 2022, at 1:00 
pm in the chapel of Lord & Ste-
phens, East, Athens with Eric 
Buffington officiating. Interment 
will follow at Evergreen Memo-
rial Park. The family will receive 

friends the evening prior from 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm.

Lord & Stephens  Funeral 
Home, EAST, Athens is in charge 
of arrangements. www.lordandste-
phens.com.

JOhnny FerrOn Paul

AIKEN, South Carolina — Mr. 
Johnny Ferron Paul, 66, (born Feb. 
18, 1956) passed away on Satur-
day, April 2, 2022 at Aiken Re-
gional Medical Centers.

Johnny was the son of the late 
Thomas Ferron and Louise Gra-
ham Paul. He was born and raised 
in Elberton, GA, but had made Ai-
ken his home since 2018. He re-
tired after working many years at 

Athens Regional Hospital in Ath-
ens, GA. He served his community 
for eight years as a volunteer fire-
man with the Beaverdam Fire De-
partment in Oglethorpe County. 

Johnny loved music and was a 
gifted drummer and singer, per-
forming in numerous bands 
throughout most of his life. He 
was a wonderful, loving father, 
grandfather, brother and friend. He 
had an incredible sense of humor 
and loved to make others laugh. 

Johnny was predeceased by a 
brother, Gary Michael Paul and 
grandson, Ja Paul. He is survived 
by son, Jason Fletcher Paul, Ath-
ens, GA.; daughter, Jennifer Paul 
Freeman, Martin, GA.; grandsons, 
Timothy, Cody, Miles, Ziggy and 
Sam; granddaughters, Raven, Em-
ily, and Hanna; brothers, Donald 
(Sandy) Paul, Las Vegas, NV., El-
liot (Linda) Paul,

Elberton, GA., and Larry (Tina) 
Paul, Watkinsville, GA.; sisters, 
Jackie (Tom) Ramsey, Barnwell, 
SC., and Dianne (Ron) Floyd, Ai-
ken, SC. 

The family would like to thank 
the doctors and nurses, especially 
Margaret Meyer Grande, RN, in the 
ICU department at Aiken Regional 
Hospital for the excellent care John-
ny was given during his stay.

A memorial/celebration of life 
for immediate family will be an-
nounced at a later date.
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Hernan Duarte, left, and Juan 
Lopez represented La Cabaña de 
Don Juan at the Board of Com-
missioners meeting on Monday 
night.

nOTe OF Thanks

The family of the late 
Ruben McCommons 
extends our sincere 
appreciation to each 
and everyone for the 
support given in the 
passing of our loved 
one. We thank you 
so very much for the 
gifts, cards, flowers, 
food, visits, calls, and 
any other expressions 
of sympathy that were 
given to us. May God 
bless you all!

La Cabaña to replace 
Taco’s Restaurant

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Taco’s Mexican Restaurant originally opened in 2014 and relocated to 
its current location in 2017.

By Darden Hearn 
The Oglethorpe Echo

No.  3  Ra i l road  S t ree t  in 
Arnoldsville, owned by Mary 
Nouri, facilitates a Little Front 
Porch Pantry. There’s an ongoing 
need to keep it stocked.

“The need is pretty desperate” 
for food donations, said Mary Sue 
Brewer, a facilitator of the food 
pantry. 

Brewer has lived in the county 
since 1977. As she remembers it, 
No. 3 Railroad Street used to func-
tion as a country store, and Nouri 
has since turned it into a commu-
nity center. 

The food pantry is on the front 
porch and is open with no super-
vision.

“People can come and leave 
things there and come take what 
they need,” Brewer said. “They 
can do both. And that is what we 
see happening.”

According to the 2018 U.S. 
Census Bureau, the food insecu-
rity rate in Oglethorpe County in 
2018 was 12.6% and 14.6% of the 
households in Oglethorpe County 
received food stamps. As of 2021, 
13.4% of Oglethorpe County resi-
dents live below the poverty level.

Food insecurity is defined by 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture as a lack of consistent ac-
cess to enough food for an ac-
tive, healthy life. The resources 
in Oglethorpe County are scarce, 
however, the county contains op-
portunities and resources to com-
bat food insecurity.

The Little Front Porch Pantry 
has a “take what you need, donate 
what you can” policy, Nouri said. 

Brewer said the pantry is in 
constant need of donations. She 
recommends food donations that 

are canned, tightly packaged, and 
“easy to fix.”

“We would like to be able to 
stock the shelves more often,” 
Brewer said.

If anyone in the county feels 
led to contribute food to the Little 
Front Porch Pantry, donations can 
be left on the front porch on the 
large steel storage unit.

In addition to No. 3 Railroad 
Street, Lexington Baptist Church 
features a Mobile Food Ministry. 

The Mobile Food Ministry is fa-
cilitated on the second Monday of 
each month and is first-come, first-
serve, starting at 3:30 p.m. The 
church is partnered with the Food 
Bank of Northeast Georgia.

To receive food from Lexing-
ton Baptist Church, recipients are 
asked to complete a short form and 
answer basic questions. The food 

is delivered straight to vehicles, 
according to its website. 

Thankful Baptist Church in Ste-
phens hosts a food truck every oth-
er month, in partnership with the 
Food Bank of Northeast Georgia. 
This month’s food truck is sched-
uled for 9 a.m. April 23, according 
to its website.

The Oglethorpe County Senior 
Center in Crawford offers food to 
anyone in need over the age of 60.

 Another way to access food is 
through the federal Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program, 
which provides food stamps for in-
come-eligible households. 

The Oglethorpe County Divi-
sion of Family and Children Ser-
vices Food Stamp Office in Lex-
ington administers the food stamps. 
The SNAP program aims to reduce 
food insecurity and poverty.

Ways to access food in Oglethorpe

DARDEN HEARN/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

COUNT Y FOOD INSECURIT Y R ATE



 Thursday, aPrIl 14, 2022 n The OgleThOrPe echO n Page 3

Subscribe Donate Advertise

THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Serving Oglethorpe County since 1874

Here’s how to show your love for 

Th ere’s only one 
newspaper in 
the world that 

loves 
Oglethorpe County!

We welcome your 
donations.

Make checks payable to:
 Th e Oglethorpe Echo Legacy, Inc.

Post Offi  ce Box 268, 
Lexington, GA 30648

Donations will be tax-deductible, 
retroactively, when our
501(c)(3) application 

is approved by the IRS.

Amount Received: ______________________
Subscription # _________________________
From ________________________________
To __________________________________

New             Renewal
Name: ________________________________
_____________________________________
Address: _____________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Email Address: ________________________
_____________________________________

 In-County: 1yr $21.60 (incl tax)
Adjoining County: 1yr $28.08 (incl tax)
Elsewhere in GA: 1yr $34.56 (incl tax)

Out-of-State: 1yr $35 (no tax)

“Th e Oglethorpe Echo is a valued asset to 
the county, and a BIG THANK YOU to 

Dink NeSmith and UGA’s Grady College of 
Journalism for continuing the 

legacy of this wonderful newspaper.”
- Ralph Costa

Director of Operations | Bell’s Food Stores

By Eloise McNair
The Oglethorpe Echo

There is plenty of camara-
derie, coffee and muffins at the 
Oglethorpe County Rotary Club’s 
weekly meetings in the conference 
room of Farm Bureau Insurance 
in Crawford. But most important, 
there’s a lot of discussion about 
preserving and improving the 
communities around the county. 

“We try to directly respond to 
the needs of the community,” chap-
ter president Susan Sharp said. “If 
there is something needed in the 
community that they tell us about, 
we always try to contribute some-
how, whether it is new notebooks 
or partnering with another club to 
get a ramp for disabled folks.” 

Rotary International is “a hu-
manitarian organization which 
brings together business and pro-
fessional leaders in order to pro-
vide community, promote integrity 
and advance goodwill, peace and 
understanding in the world,” ac-
cording to its website.  

There are more than 33,000 Ro-
tary chapters worldwide in 200 
countries, and the Oglethorpe 
County chapter, chartered in 1992, 
will celebrate its 30th anniversary 
on April 29. 

John Stephens, one of the 
founding members, known as a 
“charter member,” said when this 
chapter was started, there was no 
organization like it in the coun-
ty. The Oconee and Washington 
chapters were co-sponsors of the 

Oglethorpe club. With the mini-
mum 25 members committed, they 
formed an official chapter. 

For the past 25 years, this Rotary 
chapter has been heavily involved 
with Oglethorpe County schools.

“One of the things we are most 
proud of is that we started honor-
ing a high school student every 
month, and we were the first club 
in the district to do that,” said Bill 
Cabaniss, a charter member. “We 
honor them here at the club with a 
certificate and write them a check 
for $100.” 

At the end of each year, the club 
selects a student of the year to re-
ceive a $1,000 college scholarship. 

The club compiles images and 
write-ups of each of the students 
selected over the years and puts 
them into a pamphlet for members, 
students and families. The adver-
tisements sold for the pamphlet 
contribute to the fund, which, in 
turn, is used by the Rotary chapter 
to benefit the community. 

In addition, they select two out-
standing students from the dis-
trict each year to send to the Ro-
tary Youth Leadership Awards in 
Tallulah Falls. There, they experi-
ence three days of leadership camp 
with students from other districts 
in Georgia. 

Connecting with the 
next generation 

While Rotary’s commitment 
to the greater good has remained 
steadfast, the club itself has 

changed over the last 30 years. 
“It was originally called ‘Rota-

ry’ because it would rotate around 
people’s businesses,” Stephens 
said. “There used to be strict clas-
sifications regarding membership, 
none of which exist anymore.”

Thirty-four years ago, wom-
en first became members of Ro-
tary International, and now the 
Oglethorpe County chapter has 
had three female presidents, in-
cluding Sharp. 

“Things have changed a lot,” 
Stephens said. “And today’s gen-
eration doesn’t seem as interested 
in these sorts of organizations that 
give back to the community.” 

This lack of interest has made 
membersh ip  recru i tment  in 
Oglethorpe County more difficult, 
and it has contributed to club-wide 
policy changes in recent years. 

Many of the members agree that 
it has been hard to maintain num-
bers, since their members are ag-
ing. At the same time, they strug-
gle to recruit younger members. 

“When we first chartered this 
club, we had about 30 members,” 
said Neesmith, “and right now, we 
are right about back to that number.” 

The Oglethorpe Chapter had 44 
members at its height in 2017. 

“You used to have to be more 
committed,” charter member Rog-
er Neesmith said. “When we first 
joined, attendance was mandatory. 
If you missed a meeting, you would 
have to make it up at another club, 
and if you missed three consecutive 
meetings, you were out.” 

Rotary chapter celebrates 30 years

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Oglethorpe County Rotary Club founding charter members pose with current president Susan Sharp in 
front of the chapter’s flag. Roger Neesmith (from left), Sharp, John Stephens and Bill Cabaniss are pictured.

NEWS ROUNDUP:

Staff Report

The Oglethorpe County Ath-
letic Booster Club’s 2022 Power-
ball Drawing Event will be held 
at American Legion Post 123 on 
April 30.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by dinner at 6 p.m. and the 
drawing at 7 p.m.

Tickets are $100 (includes 
meals for two people).

Dine in only and must be 21 to 
attend. The ticket must be present 
for door prizes.

The athletic booster club supports 
the schools’ athletic programs. 

For tickets or more information, 
contact Vance Mattox at 706-540-
5757.

Kemp signs             
two gun bills

ATLANTA — Gov. Brian Kemp 
signed legislation Tuesday allow-
ing Georgians to carry concealed 
firearms without a permit.

The Georgia Senate's Repub-
lican majority passed the bill late 
last month, voting along party 
lines. The state House of Repre-
sentatives followed suit two days 
later, also in a party-line vote.

Democrats held a news con-
ference a short distance from the 
signing ceremony shortly before 
Kemp's signing ceremony, accus-
ing him of pandering to GOP pri-
mary voters and gun-rights groups.

Kemp also signed legislation 
Tuesday authorizing out-of-state 
residents who are licensed to carry 
firearms in their home state to car-
ry in Georgia.

— Capitol Beat News Service

Regents hold line 
on tuition again

ATLANTA — All but one of 
Georgia's public colleges and uni-
versities will not be raising tuition 
for the third year in a row.

The University System of Geor-

gia Board of Regents voted Tues-
day to hold the line on tuition dur-
ing the upcoming school year for 
every school in the system except 
Middle Georgia State Universi-
ty. The school in Macon is begin-
ning a three-year plan to bring un-
dergraduate tuition into alignment 
with other universities in the same 
academic sector.

Increases will range from $17 
per credit hour for in-state under-
graduates to $64 per credit hour 
for undergraduates from outside of 
Georgia.

Tuesday's vote marked the fifth 
time in the last seven years the 
board opted not to increase tuition at 
most of the system's 26 institutions.

— Capitol Beat News Service

House takes stand 
on mining project

ATLANTA — Bipartisan legis-
lation to ban mining near the Oke-
fenokee Swamp failed to gain 
traction in the Georgia House of 
Representatives this year.

But that didn’t stop the House 
from adopting a nonbinding res-
olution during the final week of 
this year’s legislative session call-
ing for protecting the Okefenokee 
as a valuable tourism resource.

The proposed mining ban was 
prompted by an Alabama-based 
mining company’s plan to mine ti-
tanium oxide at a site in Charlton 
County three miles from the Oke-
fenokee Swamp. Twin Pines Min-
erals (TPM) is seeking permits 
from the Georgia Environmen-
tal Protection Division (EPD) to 
move forward with the project.

Scientists and environmental 
advocates have warned the mine 
could damage adjacent wetlands 
and permanently affect the hy-
drology of the largest black water 
swamp in North America.

The bill banning mining near 
the Okefenokee was introduced 
by Rep. Darlene Taylor, R-Thom-
asville.

OCHS booster club 
fundraiser on April 30
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cninewspapers.
com

Donations will be tax-deductible, retroactively, when our 
501(c)(3) application is approved by the IRS.

The echO’s OPInIOn

PublIc meeTIngs

Thursday, April 14
n Lexington City Council, Lexington City Hall, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, April 19
n Oglethorpe County BOE Work Session, Central Office, 7 p.m.

Thursday, April 21
n Arnoldsville City Council, Arnoldsville City Hall, 7 p.m.

Opinion & Letter Policies
n The Echo’s Opinion is a staff editorial expressing 
the views of The Echo.
n Opinion or guest columns express the views of the 
writer only.
n We encourage letters to the editor on a wide range 
of issues and topics. 
n Publication of any letter is subject to the discretion 
of the The Oglethorpe Echo. All views expressed in any 
letter are those of the writer.
n Letters are subject to editing for style, grammar or 
libel and should be limited to 350 words.
n All letters must be signed. Please include street ad-
dress and phone number for the verification of identity. 
Only names and city of residence will be published.
n Letters are due by the weekly deadline of Monday 
at 5 p.m., on a week of normal publication schedule. 
Holiday events often cause an earlier deadline.  
n Letters can be mailed to: Editor, P. O. Box 268, Lex-
ington, Georgia 30648 or e-mailed to editor@ogletho-
rpeecho.com

The OgleThOrPe echO

P. O. Box 268
Lexington, Georgia 30648

editor@oglethorpeecho.com
706.743.3111

Serving Oglethorpe County for more than 148 years

leTTers TO The echO

Free speech not 
always respectful

Entire county should be 
proud of OCHS students

Editor,
If you weren’t at the Oglethorpe County High 

School’s Junior-Senior Prom, you missed something. 
Throughout the event on April 2, I stood back and 
smiled. As a former teacher, I would give the stu-
dents an A+ for the way they represented themselves 
and the community.

I was honored that Historic Smithonia Farm could 
host the prom. I enjoyed interacting with the students 
decorating our barn on Friday afternoon. And then on 
Saturday night, faculty and parents joined in to help 
make sure the occasion was successful and memorable.

I was delighted to see everyone congenial, consid-
erate and eager to show their appreciation of each oth-
er. The music was lively, and the laughter was, too. Par-
ents, you can be very proud of your young ladies and 
young gentlemen. They earned my highest respect.

I was especially pleased to see the friendly and re-
spectful way the faculty and students interacted. It 
was like one big happy family. Quality of life is a 
treasured asset of Oglethorpe County. God blessed 
us with wonderful geography, but people make our 
community extra special. 

That was evident at the OCHS 2022 Junior-Senior 
Prom. I wish everyone could have been there. They 
would have smiled, too.

— Pam NeSmith, Smithonia

We must use paper 
ballots in elections 

Editor,
Elections are the lifeblood of our democracy. Our 

ability to freely elect our own representatives is the 
very heart of our self-governance. It’s essential that 
the systems and equipment we use to cast, record 
and count our ballots are free of any vulnerabili-
ties and that all Georgians can be confident that the 
results of our elections accurately reflect the votes 
cast.

J. Alex Halderman, a voting technology special-
ist and the Director of the University of Michigan’s 
Center for Computer Security, examined the vot-
ing equipment used by Georgia and prepared a re-
port stating that he found “multiple severe securi-
ty flaws.” 

That report was made available to Secretary of 
State Brad Raffensperger, the U.S. Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Agency, an agency of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and the manufacturer of 
Georgia’s voting equipment.

In view of that report, it’s imperative that the Sec-
retary of State and Board of Elections authorize the 
emergency use of paper ballots.

Georgians must be confident that the results of this 
election are reliable.

— Bruce Menke, Athens

There’s plenty to smile about

The First Amendment to the Constitution is a precious 
thing. If you don’t believe it, consider the people of Russia. 
How many Russians have been jailed or worse for speaking 
out against dictator Vladimir Putin? 

Americans can say pretty much anything, whether it is 
popular or not.  Consider Georgia’s ultra-right wing U.S. 
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene on one end of the spectrum and 
New York’s ultra-left wing U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez on the other end.  

Their opinions couldn’t be more different. But that’s what 
the First Amendment is all about, opinions on both extremes 
and everything in the middle.

One expression Americans cannot do is yell “fire” in a 
crowded theater, if there is no fire. That would be reckless 
endangerment of the lives of others.

These days, you’re likely to see and hear almost anything. 
Americans aren’t bashful about expressing what’s on their 
minds. 

Sniff around social media and you’ll get a snoot of mixed 
opinions. That’s Americans flexing their First Amendment 
rights, aka freedom of speech.

Consider this. Just because we can say certain things, 
should we? That’s a matter of opinion, too.

Here’s an example. At Monday’s called county commis-
sion meeting, a visitor wore a cap that spelled out the F-
word in bold letters. Most people didn’t notice it, but others 
did. After the meeting, a hearty discussion about the cap fol-
lowed.

Did the person have the right to display a message that 
was offensive to some? Certainly. Did the cap’s owner con-
sider the reactions of those who read the word? Probably 
not. 

What’s in poor taste to one individual isn’t necessarily in 
poor taste to another.  

Here we go again: freedom of speech.
Make no mistake. Your newspaper is a stalwart in the de-

fense of the First Amendment. That said, we believe in the 
responsible use of our freedom of speech.  

We’re concerned about the desensitizing trend that winks 
at the injection of vulgarity into everyday language, in-
cluding music, TV, movies and, yes, even clothing. There’s 
an endless list of extreme examples allowed by the First 
Amendment.

There’s an old saying, “Good manners will get you to 
where money never will.”  

Just because we can say or display almost anything 
doesn’t mean that we always should.

If you want to groan, gripe and frown, 
there’s plenty to provoke you. But if you 
want reasons to smile, look around. Sitting 
at my desk at The Oglethorpe Echo, I pen-
ciled a few things that make me smile:

Listening to the bells in the stately court-
house clock tower chime the time. I catch 
myself counting and smiling.

The fresh air, walking to the Lexing-
ton post office, is uplifting. Postmaster Lin-
coln Lindsey blends conversation with as-
sistance. Almost always, I leave with a new 
thought that makes me smile.

From 121 E. Main St., I can walk to Dr. 
Robert Pitts office. Strolling in 
and getting a same-day appoint-
ment these days is a godsend. We 
are fortunate that Dr. Pitts, ENT, 
and his staff chose our communi-
ty. They make me smile.

Stepping across to the Rowdy 
Rooster is like pulling on a warm 
sweater on a chilly Saturday. The 
friendly atmosphere and ban-
ter are down home. And the good 
food makes me smile, too.

When I see the block of tired, 
empty brick buildings around the 
courthouse, it makes me sad. But 
knowing — sooner, rather than 
later, I hope — a creative solution 
will emerge, and we’ll all smile. 

My favorite knife slipped out of 
my pocket. After 30 minutes with 
a roll-around magnet in the mule 
barn, drats. Then one day, on my 
walk to the post office, I popped 
into Community Cigar. I didn’t 
walk out smoking. With Ethan’s 
help, I left smiling with an iden-
tical Case replacement. And if I 
find the lost pocketknife, I will re-
ally smile.

Listening to bluegrass at G Brand BBQ on Thurs-
day nights makes good food taste even better. The 
comradery of Charlie Snelling, Dennis Helmreich and 
their musician buddies is fun to watch. And if you pay 
attention to Dennis singing and strumming his mando-

lin — with an ear-to-ear smile — the gregari-
ous attorney will make you smile, too.

When I stop by Oglethorpe Feed and 
Hardware Supply, I come away with more 
than farm supplies. Danny Sanders, often 
in overalls, is a jovial proprietor. He has a 
funny story for every occasion. I pull onto 
Highway 78 smiling.

Our rural broadband won’t let you smile 
much. But if the internet is working, my early-
morning routine includes reading The Atlan-

ta Journal-Constitution on my iPad. But on cer-
tain days, you can buy the real paper at Craw-
ford’s Peach Express. When I enter, I expect to 

overhear clerk BeeBee Drake chirp, 
“Don’t be a Negative Nancy … be 
a Jubilant Judy.” I always exit with 
my AJC and smiling.

Wednesday is Greater Geor-
gia Printers Day. I get a thrill see-
ing the Echo roll off the press. At 
the Crawford plant, I’ve made a 
host of new friends: Bobby, Kev-
in, Melissa, Crystal, Nicole, Mi-
chael, Connie, Mathew and more. 
Everyone is eager to please. That 
makes me smile.

While waiting on the loading 
dock, I visit with David Norman. 
He’s an electrical wizard whose 
customers won’t let him retire. 
And he still finds time to drive a 
weekly 85-mile loop to deliver the 
Echo. Just as Danny does, David 
has a storehouse of stories that are 
always punctuated with a smile.

Watching UGA’s Grady Col-
lege reporters comb the county for 
news and photos makes me smile. 
And witnessing the stream of vol-
unteers, who unselfishly help the 
Echo, makes me smile.

You get the idea. 
Yep, I could make a much longer list. But what re-

ally makes me grin is the appreciation that you — 
our readers and advertisers — have expressed for the 
new life breathed into your 148-year-old newspaper.

Thank you, Oglethorpe County.

DINK NESMITH/THE OGLETHORPE 
ECHO

Attorney Dennis Helmreich is 
part of the make-you-smile 
bluegrass band that plays on 
Thursday nights at G Brand 
BBQ.
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By Julia Walkup
The Oglethorpe Echo

Marjanita Long Ripley worked 
the farms and attended the new-
ly desegregated Oglethorpe Coun-
ty High School in the 1960s. Now, 
she’s an ambassador to the United 
Nations and founder of a mentor-
ship school with a Fayette Coun-
ty church.

“That’s why I mentor others, 
‘cause you can come from a back-
ground that you feel was lowly or, 
you know, with not that much ex-
posure,” Ripley said. “But with 
other mentors in your life and peo-
ple that want to see you do well, it 
really is a blessing to have that ex-
posure.”

While living in Oglethorpe 
County as a child, Ripley’s family 
worked the farms that grew cotton, 
corn, fruits and vegetables. She at-
tended Oglethorpe Consolidat-
ed School, which at the time was 
only for Black students, until she 
was bussed to Oglethorpe County 
High School.

She was in the National Hon-
or Society, on the honor roll, in 
National Beta Club and crowned 
Miss Oglethorpe before graduat-
ing OCHS in 1972. She also at-
tended New Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, which she still visits from 

time to time. 
Ripley’s life has followed a 

dynamic path since her time in 
Oglethorpe County. 

She was the first in her family 
to attend the University of Georgia 
and graduated in 1976. She earned 
her bachelor’s in political science 
and business and obtained her doc-
torate in religious education from 
the New Covenant International 
Bible College.

Ripley has worked as a substi-

tute teacher in Atlanta, founded 
Excelling in Life Leadership and 
Mentoring School and authored 
“Living the Worry-Free Life: Ex-
periencing God’s Peace in the 
Midst of Adversity.” 

In 2015, she was appointed am-
bassador stateswoman to the Unit-
ed Nations by Word of Life Min-
istries International, a non-govern-
mental organization that consults 
with the United Nations Econom-
ic and Social Council.

Looking back at her life’s path, 
Ripley said she is most proud of 
her children, April, Heather and 
Joseph Ripley Jr., all who graduat-
ed from UGA. 

April is the founder and CEO 
of The Premiere Image, Inc. and 
received the President's Lifetime 
Achievement Award, according to 
her website. Heather is a Harvard 
law graduate and financial law 
consultant, and Joe is a reporter 
for 11Alive News in Atlanta. 

“At one time, my grandparents 
couldn't even attend the school 
(UGA) and now (April is) teaching 
some of the students,” Ripley said. 
“You know, that's just through 
prayer. So my grandparents were 
strong on prayer and teaching us 
to pray. And I believe a lot of our 
ancestors prayed for us, and we're 
standing on their shoulders today.”

Elect Howard Sanders
District 1 Commissioner 
for Oglethorpe County

Honesty, Transparency and Communication

able to have an event like that, in-
stead of having to drive out to the 
surrounding counties, is important 
to have because it gives us a com-
munity right here, especially with 
these gas prices today,” Paul said.

Spring Out Fundraiser
Spring Out is an annual fund-

raiser held at Mt. Pleasant Com-
munity Church in Crawford. This 
marked the fifth year of the event 
with around 300 people in atten-
dance. The fundraiser included a 
Boston butt sale, bake sale, Co-
ca-Cola concession trailer, mu-
sic, pictures with the Easter bun-
ny and an Easter egg hunt featur-
ing 15,000 eggs. 

“The one vendor we have is the 
Carpenters Closet Outreach Min-
istries, a nonprofit organization 
that's run through the church to 
help the homeless and the needy,” 
Taylor said. “They do a lot of dif-
ferent things during the year like a 
can, blanket and food drive.”

At 11 a.m., Boston butt orders 
were being handed out and a wel-
come tent was set up, so commu-
nity members could meet staff and 
receive more information about 
the church. By noon, the Easter 
egg hunt began and was broken up 
into several age groups. 

Taylor said the community par-
ticipation every year is strong, and 
this year, the church partnered 
with G Brand BBQ. Fred Gretsch, 

the owner of G Brand BBQ, 
cooked the Boston butts

“We like to do fundraisers with 
community partners,” Gretsch 
said. “We received close to a 100 
Boston butt orders, which take a 
little over 10 hours cooking time.” 

Taylor said he split the fundrais-
er profits down the middle with G 
Brand BBQ and intends to put his 
share evenly into the various min-
istries in the church. 

“It works out great for us to 
support a great local business, and 
for them to support our church,” 
Taylor said.

easTer, FrOm Page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kids hunted eggs and had pho-
tos taken with the Easter bunny 
at the Family Easter Festival at 
Sandy Cross Baptist Church.

Oglethorpe County native makes 
impact through teaching, mentoring

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Marjanita Long Ripley, who 
grew up in Oglethorpe County, 
was the first in her family to 
graduate from college.

view states.
“I felt immediate relief from the 

first time I used this product & con-
sistently experience the benefits 
as well when taking it regularly. I 
have considerably less pain, mo-
bility has improved greatly, daily 
headaches have ceased all togeth-
er. The benefits & the improvement 
have been so incredible that I am 
no longer relying on any prescribed 
meds (that very little to nothing).”

Grantham said he’s never pur-
chased a bee. He uses lemongrass 

oil to mimic the pheromones of 
queen honeybees, which lures 
them in a swarm. He then scoops 
them into a box, takes care of 
them and they provide him with 
honey.

Grantham hopes to plant a field 
of hemp so his bees can use the pol-
len to create natural hemp-pollinated 
honey. For now, though, Grantham 
continues to grow his business.

“It’s just a lot of fun, and it’s 
fun doing it and working with (the 
bees),” he said.

sWeeT, FrOm Page 1

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service
 
ATLANTA — The head of three 

state transportation agencies is 
leaving next month for the private 
sector.

Chris Tomlinson has served 
as executive director of the State 
Road and Tollway Authority, the 
Georgia Regional Transportation 
Authority and the Atlanta-Region 
Transit Link Authority for the last 
nine years. In all, he has been in 

state government for the last 24 
years.

Tomlinson played a key role in 
launching a network of toll lanes 
on metro Atlanta's interstate high-
way system, which has helped 
ease some of the region's notori-
ous traffic congestion by provid-
ing commuters an alternative to 
clogged general-purpose lanes.

He also has been involved in ef-
forts to share the cost of expen-
sive highway projects with the pri-
vate sector through public-private 

partnerships and has been a lead-
ing advocate for increasing fund-
ing for transit systems.

"Serving as executive director 
for the state of Georgia's mobility 
authorities has been the most chal-
lenging and fulfilling experience 
of my professional career," Tom-
linson said.

"Chris has been a valued mem-
ber of the team and a key leader 
in the transportation sector within 
Georgia and nationally," Gov. Bri-
an Kemp added. 

Georgia transportation leader leaves
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In my youth, I remember being 
told stories of how funerals were 
conducted in the 1800s. These 
were elaborate events. The wake 
and funeral customs were much 
different than the contempo-
rary process that we are accus-
tomed to today.

Funerals were usually held 
in the family home of the de-
ceased. Also, back in those 
days, funerals were very much 
a community affair.  

For what we now know as 
the visitation, the body would 
be displayed in the home par-
lor or the loved one’s bedroom. 
Family, friends and neighbors 
would come to the house to view 
the body and pay their respects. 
It was even considered shameful 
to have a funeral anywhere other 
than the home. This only happened 
when the deceased didn’t have 
anyone to take care of their burial.

In most communities, there 
were people, usually women, 
who were skilled in laying out 
the dead. The body would be pre-
pared by washing, dressing and 
putting it on a cooling board. 
Then, a coffin would be pur-
chased and the body would be 
placed inside for viewing.

It was customary for the de-

ceased’s loved ones to sit with 
them during the day and receive 
the guests. Then, close friends of 
the family would stay with the 
body at night. Someone always 
had to be with the body, partly out 
of respect, partly to ward away 
any evil spirits and partly to be 
sure nothing out of the ordinary 
went on in the house.

Quite often it was tradition-
al for there to be a wreath on the 
front door and sometimes black 
crepe would be hung over doors, 
on door knobs and over windows 
as an announcement to neighbors 
that somebody had died. Then, 
neighbors and friends would re-
spond with food for the family 
and to express their condolences.

Many other things were tradi-
tionally done that would be un-
heard of today. Clocks in the 
house were stopped to commem-
orate the time of death. If you 
watched “Fried Green Tomatoes,” 
you may remember what Sipsey 
did when Ruth died. The writers 

got it right.
Family pictures were turned 

facedown for fear they could 
be possessed by the spirit of the 
dead. Mirrors were covered or 
taken down. To see the reflec-
tion of the dead could cause one’s 
own death or prevent the soul of 
the deceased from passing to the 
other side. When bodies were re-

moved from the home, they 
were always taken out feet first 
for fear that the corpse might 
look back into the home and 
beckon others to join them.   

All this superstition and fan-
fare is a far cry from my broth-
er’s final arrangements, which 
I carried out very specifically 
according to his wishes. 

I had him cremated. When I 
picked up his ashes, they 

were in a plastic bag in a card-
board box. These were transferred 
to a Maxwell House coffee can.

This was placed inside a .50 
caliber ammo box, along with 
many of his small possessions, 
like his dog tags and military ID.

Only the immediate family was 
at the cemetery one Sunday morn-
ing, and everybody put something 
in the box to honor Joe. We dug a 
small shallow hole in the family 
plot, next to Mama and Daddy.  

The simplicity and privacy 
of this little funeral was nothing 
close to those elaborate traditions 
and ceremonies, when folks spent 
all night sittin’ up with the dead.

Tales of Sandy Cross
Strange family traditions

          

Charlie Snelling

uPcOmIng

New Anon Grove Baptist 
Church welcomes Stanley Arm-
strong as the guest speaker on 
April 17. Service time is 11:30 
a.m. Masks are required and social 
distance. The public is welcome.

Sonlight Baptist Church will 
have an Easter service at 10 a.m. 
April 17. The choir will perform 
and the Lord’s Supper will be ob-
served. The public is invited. The 
church also has another service at 
6 p.m. For more information, call 
706-742-9575.

An Easter egg hunt will be 
held at Burt’s United Methodist 
Church at 11 a.m. Saturday, April 
16. It will be followed by a hot 
dog roast. The church will have a 
sunrise service at 7 a.m. April 17, 
followed by a fellowship break-
fast. The public is welcome.

Corinth Baptist Church will 
have an Easter sunrise service at 
7 a.m. April 17. Breakfast will be 
served in the church cabin at 8 a.m. 
Sunday School for all ages will be 
at 9 a.m. At 10 a.m., the Cantata 
“Jesus Messiah” will be performed 
by the senior choir, directed by Ann 
Gomes. The public is welcome. Di-
rections are at www.ourcorinthbap-
tist.com. 

 
The New Bethlehem Baptist 

Church will have an Easter ser-
vice at 8 a.m. April 17. C.P. Bur-
gess will deliver the message. The 
public is welcome. Face masks are 
required.

The Oglethorpe County Bee 
Club will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 
April 18 at the Farm Bureau in 
Crawford. The doors open at 6:45 
p.m. This month’s program on 
queen rearing will be co-present-
ed by Dan Long (“Principles of 
Queen Rearing,” which address-
es queenright versus queenless 
in a colony of bees, and common 
ways to create queens from splits) 

and Joe Conti (“Hopkins Method 
for Raising Queens in Your Small 
Apiary,” which will cover an old 
but forgotten technique for raising 
quality queens).

All levels of beekeepers are 
welcome. For more info, go to 
ocbeeclub.com or Facebook.

 
The 23rd annual Greene 

County Livestock Association 
and Greene County 4H Pro Ro-
deo will be held at the Greene 
County AG Expo Center on Fri-
day, April 22 and Saturday, April 
23. The rodeo starts at 8 p.m. both 
nights. Tickets are $10 for 5-12 
years old and $15 for 13 years and 
older. Children under 5 are free.

 
A tire amnesty event will be 

open to Oglethorpe County resi-
dents on Friday, April 22 and Sat-
urday, April 23. Residents can dis-
pose of up to 10 unwanted tires 
at the C&D Landfill from 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. on April 22 and from 
8-11:30 a.m. on April 23. Proof of 
residency is required. 

 
The  Ogle thorpe  County 

Chamber of Commerce will host 
an Administrative Professional’s 
Day Luncheon from noon-1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, April 27 at the 
Crawford Depot. The cost is $15 
per person and reservations must 
be received by April 22. Please 
email a list of those attending from 
your company to oglethorpecham-
ber@gmail.com. Mail checks to 
P.O. Box 56, Crawford, GA 30630 
or pay at oglethorpechamber.com.

 
The Athens Area Master Gar-

dener Association is holding its 
annual spring flowering bulb sale 
through Saturday, April 30. Selec-
tions include a variety of daffodils, 
along with Spanish bluebells and 
crocus. Descriptions and an order 
form can be found at tinyurl.com/
aamga2022bulbsale. Order and 
pay for bulbs by April 30, and pick 
them up in October at the Ath-
ens-Clarke County Extension of-
fice. Proceeds benefit community 

service projects and scholarships 
for students in the UGA Horticul-
ture Department. Contact Andrea 
Woodall at 828-260-8299 for more 
information.  

The Lena Wise Communi-
ty Center will hold a Communi-
ty Dance from 6-10 p.m. May 14 
at the Platt Brooks Estate. Tick-
ets are $25 (Individuals) and $35 
(couples). Proceeds will benefit 
the center. For more information, 
email the center at lenawisecc@
gmail.com or call 315-567-6418.

The Winterville Marigold Fes-
tival will be held on Saturday, 
May 14, at Pittard Park. Vendors 
will open at 9 a.m. and festivities 
will continue throughout the day, 
capped by performances by Dodd 
Ferrelle and the Wintervillians at 7 
p.m. and The Pink Stones at 8 p.m. 
For more information, follow the 
Marigold Festival on Facebook or 
on Instagram (@marigoldfestival).

Weekly

The Oglethorpe County Se-
nior Center provides meals and 
activities for anyone 60 years old 
and older. Here’s next week’s 
schedule:
n April 18: Frozen meals to 

go. Come by the center to pick up 
bread and sweets
n April 19: Georgia Cares 

presentation, 10:30 a.m. Lunch 
option 1: Brunswick stew with 
mashed sweet potatoes; Lunch op-
tion 2: BBQ pulled chicken, baked 
beans and braised collards.
n April 20: Frozen meals to 

go.
n April 21: BINGO with spe-

cial guest, BOC Chairman Jay 
Paul, 10:30 p.m. Lunch option 1: 
Baked chicken with cajun cream 
sauce, whole wheat penne. Ca-
ribbean vegetables and chocolate 
pudding; Lunch option two: Clas-
sic tuna salad, shredded lettuce, 
cherry tomatoes, walnut pieces, 
wheat crackers and mixed fruit.

n April 22: 10:30 a.m. Lunch 
outing to Last Resort in Athens 
and Bear Hollow Zoo. Lunch at 
the center option 1: lemongrass 
chicken with yakitori sauce, brown 
rice, sesame seeds and lemongrass 
basil vegetables; lunch option 2: 
Turkey Chili with beans, brown 
rice, cheddar cheese and fine 
roasted corn and peppers.

The center is open from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m. Monday-Friday. For more 
information or have questions, 
please call our new director, Corie 
Robinson at 706-743-8848.

The free food pantry at No. 3 
Railroad Street in Arnoldsville 
is low on food and needs donated 
canned goods and other non-per-
ishables.

The Oglethorpe County Rota-
ry Club meets at 7:15 a.m. Fridays 
at the Farm Bureau, with meetings 
lasting from 7:30-8:30 a.m.

Oglethorpe County Library 
presents Toddler/Pre-K Story 
Time, featuring stories, rhymes 
and songs, at 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays. 
The children will receive a craft 
kit that they can take home. Space 
is limited, so call the library (706-
743-8817) to reserve a spot or reg-
ister at oglethorpepl.libcal.com/
event/8515387.

The Antioch Baptist Church 
meets at 11 a.m. every Sunday at 
135 Railroad Road, Stephens. Sun-
day School is held at 10 a.m. For 
more information, email antioch-
baptist.stephens@gmail.com.

The Athens Area Religious So-
ciety of Friends, known as Quak-
ers, meet for worship at 10:30 
Sunday, at 2092 U.S. Highway 78, 
Athens Road (the historic Chero-
kee Corner Church). Our worship 
is prayer and meditation. All are 
invited. 

annOuncemenTs

Ninth District offers help to pay 

heating bills for Oglethorpe Coun-
ty households in which every mem-
ber is 65 and older, or are medical-
ly homebound due to health rea-
sons. Those households may ap-
ply for assistance with their heating 
bills, beginning on April 1. One-
time payments will be made by 
check and issued to the home en-
ergy suppliers, up to $500. Eligibil-
ity for the program is based on the 
income of all household members. 

Those who apply must present 
verification of these items: 
n Age for everyone in the 

home
n All household income re-

ceived in the past 30 days (check 
stubs, public assistance checks, 
unemployment checks, etc.)
n Social Security numbers for 

everyone in the home
n Citizenship (driver’s li-

cense, state ID, etc.)
n Most recent electric and 

heating bills  
All eligible applicants are asked 

to contact Ninth District Oppor-
tunity, Inc.’s scheduling system 
at 855-636-3108 or go to ndo.ap-
pointment.works/ea/home at 12:01 
a.m. April 1. Phone lines and the 
website will not be active until that 
date. 

Appointments will be scheduled 
until all funds are exhausted. Ad-
ditional information will be avail-
able at ndo.org.

The general public can apply on 
May 2.

Northeast Georgia CASA 
seeks volunteers to be advocates 
for children in foster care in our 
eight-county service area. Advo-
cates help to inform the court of the 
child’s well-being and make rec-
ommendations for the best interest 
of the child. Children with an ad-
vocate do better in school, receive 
more appropriate services and find 
permanent homes more readily. 
CASAs are a valuable protection 
for the most at-risk youth in our 
community. Contact Chuck Taylor 
at Chuck.Taylor@northeastgacasa.
org or call 706-886-1098.

cOmmunITy calendar

This week should be a week of rejoicing for everybody, because if it 
had not been for that great getting up early Sunday morning rising of Je-
sus, I don’t know where we would be. That’s love! Happy Easter!

Happy April birthday to Morgan Howard, Ann Walton, Paul Baugh-
ens, Jennifer Gatlin, Lisa Howard, Robin Fleming, Marquis Morse, Av-
ery Smith and Eva Turner.

Join us for inspirational words, songs and great information on the 
“War Room Show With Delbra D, Tina & Frankie” at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 
Our special guest will be Keisha Burgess of Oconee Baptist Church. 
Come and be blessed.

The St. John Church Indoor yard sale will be held from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. on 
Saturday. Items include: a dresser, bookshelves, kitchen tables with chairs, 
living room suites, couches, chairs, recliners, twin bed set with mattress 
and box spring, and more. For more information, call 706-202-6707. 

The New Bethlehem Baptist Church family invites you to its Easter 
worship service at 8 a.m. Sunday, April 17. 

Pastor Willie Kendrick and the St. John Church family invites you to 
its Easter service, at 11 a.m. Kids are encouraged to give a speech dur-
ing the service and join the Easter egg hunt immediately after service.

Get ready for an old fashioned tent revival to be held at St. John 
Church, starting at 7 p.m. nightly from May 9-12. The guest speakers 
are Levi Taylor, Frankie Cleveland, Jonathan Evans and Justin McCalla.

Congratulations goes out to Jerry Barnes on his retirement. If anyone 
knows him and how hard of a worker he is, it should be easy for you to 
understand why we are so proud of him. Jerry worked at Dupont (In-
vista) until it shut down. He then worked at the Golden Pantry in both 
Crawford and Lexington before working at a pet food manufacturing 
company in Hartwell until his retirement. 

I’m sure everybody in Oglethorpe County knows who I’m talking 
about. After sitting down for 24 hours, he is ready to go back to work. So 
if you happen to see him, congratulate him before he returns to work.

Please keep the sick, shut-in and bereaved in your prayers. No one is 
exempted from having this experience.

Big ‘O’ Thought For The Week: Every successful person has a pain-
ful story. Every painful story has a successful ending. Accept the pain 
and get ready for success. Greatness is yours!

— Delbra Kendrick

deb’s cOmmunITy OuTreach

Oglethorpe County Rainfall Reporting Network
Name (CoCoRaHS Number) Location            April 4- 11                                         
Lee Thaxton     Upper Flatwoods          6.50
Kevin Hartley (OG-4)    Arnoldsville      2.27
Danny Morcom (OG-5)          Arnoldsville    2.39
Pete Kalla (OG-7)        Sandy Cross   2.30
Paul Webb (OG-10)           Lexington   4.36
Wayne Hughes (OG-12)        Wolfskin   3.10
Gwen Hirsch (OG-15)        Smithsonia   2.28
Michael Moody (OG-21)     Glade   2.02
Kathrine Clark (OG-29)      Lexington   3.69

Oglethorpe County average rainfall for the week: 3.20 inches. 
Athens rainfall for the week:  2.28 inches (typical weekly 0.92).
Measurements reported 7 a.m. Monday.  

Vecteezy.com
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classIFIeds
serVIces

IN-HOME CARE
NEED IN-HOME HEALTH CARE 

FOR FAMILY AND/OR FRIENDS? 
20 Yrs experience — Light house-
work. First Aid & CPR certified. Cur-
rent TB test. Flexible hours (No Sun-
days.) No heavy lifting. References 
available. $13 per hour. Call Delita 
Sisk 706-338-6357. TFN

emPlOymenT
HELP WANTED

Quiet Oaks Health Care has imme-
diate day and night time openings for 
LPNs to work 12-hour shifts with ev-
ery other weekend off. The hours are 
6:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. and from 6:45 
p.m. to 6:45 a.m. There are also im-
mediate openings for CNAs to work 
DAY shift from 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

We are offering a new higher pay rate 
and after 90 days benefits including 
insurance/sick pay. Fax resumes to 
706-743-5455 or email to quietoak-
shealthcare@gmail.com or come by 
125 Quiet Oaks Drive, Crawford, 
GA 30630. Criminal background and 
drug screen required. We are an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. TFN  
   

HELP WANTED
Quiet Oaks Health Care has posi-

tions available in Dietary, Laundry, 
and Housekeeping. Different depart-
ments have different schedules. After 
90 days benefits include health and 
dental insurance and sick pay. Fax 
resumes to 706-743-5655 or email 
to quietoakshealthcare@gmail.com 
or come to 125 Quiet Oaks Drive, 
Crawford, GA, to complete an ap-
plication. A Background Check and 
Drug Screen are required. We are an 
equal opportunity employer. TFN 

Staff Report

All information is from the 
Oglethorpe County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrest/booking reports and 
miscellaneous incident reports. 
All defendants are presumed in-
nocent.

arresTs

n      Christopher Kyle Reyn-
olds, Echols Road, Carlton, was 
arrested April 4 and charged with 
disorderly conduct.
n Megan Alexandria Toney, 

Oglethorpe Avenue, Athens, was 
arrested April 4 and charged with 
possession and use of drug related 
objects, and possession of meth-
amphetamine.
n Michael Jackson, Willow 

Street, Woodville, was arrested 
April 4 and charged with no insur-
ance, driving while tag is suspend-
ed 1st, expired vehicle tag or decal 
and driving while license suspend-
ed or revoked (misdemeanor).
n Ashlyn Frances Hathcock, 

Sears Drive, Comer, was arrested 
April 5 and charged with expired 
vehicle tag or decal and marijua-
na-possess less than 1 ounce.
n Richard Lee Hollis, Brittany 

Pointe, Colbert, was arrested April 
5 and charged with agency assist.
n Malcolm Jermaine Bell, 

Crawfordville Road, Union Point, 
was arrested April 5 and charged 
with driving without a valid license 
(misdemeanor), speeding and mari-
juana-possess less than 1 ounce.
n Jesse Lee Archer, Sandy 

Cross Road, Lexington, was ar-
rested April 7 and charged with 
three counts of willful obstruction 
of law enforcement officers by use 
of threats or violence, two counts 
of terroristic threats and acts-felo-
ny, and false imprisonment.
n Dexter Lenor Echols, Col-

lins Avenue, Lexington, was ar-
rested April 8 and charged with 
possession of cocaine.

n Wesley Shane OKelley, Har-
grove Lake Road, Winterville, was 
arrested April 8 and charged with 
possession of methamphetamine, 
tampering with evidence-misde-
meanor, probation violation (when 
probation terms are altered) for fin-
gerprintable charge and possession 
and use of drug related objects.
n Dana Lynn Davis, Har-

grove Lake Road, Winterville, was 
arrested April 8 and charged with 
possession and use of drug relat-
ed objects, possession of metham-
phetamine and tampering with ev-
idence-misdemeanor.
n Roger Lee Evans, II, Adam 

King Road, Winterville, was ar-
rested April 8 and charged with 
possession and use of drug relat-
ed objects.
n Dylan Patrick Warden, San-

dy Cross Road, Lexington, was ar-
rested April 8 and charged with 
probation violation (when proba-
tion terms are altered) for finger-
printable charges.
n Elizabeth Dawn Gearing, 

Highway 106 South, Hull, was ar-
rested April 8 and charged with 
possession of methamphetamine 
and possession and use of drug re-
lated objects.
n Ti-Kyerra Lashabrien John-

son, Fairground Road, Lexington, 
was arrested April 8 and charged 
with possession of cocaine.
n William Scott Rice, Poplar 

Street, Comer, was arrested April 
8 and charged with driving while 
license suspended or revoked 
(misdemeanor).
n Cassandra Denise Gresh-

am, Banks Street, Lexington, was 
arrested April 8 and charged with 
simple assault.
n Jimetrius Rod-Keyivish 

Gresham, Collins Avenue, Lex-
ington, was arrested April 8 and 
charged with probation violation 
(when probation terms are altered) 
for fingerprintable charge, and 
willful obstruction of law enforce-
ment officers-misdemeanor.

sherIFF’s rePOrTlegals
nOTIce TO 
debTOrs and 
credITOrs
All creditors of the estate of Marvin K. Sims, late 
of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, are 
hereby notified to render their demand to the un-
dersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment.
This the 29th day of March, 2022.
Janice K. Sims
22 Deerfield Road
Arnoldsville, GA 30619
04-21-4p 

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
All creditors of the estate of Linda A. Massey, 
late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment.
This the 1st day of April, 2022
Brenda Lance
107 Lance Lane
Hull, GA  30646
05-05-4

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
All creditors of the estate of Jamorris Swain, late 
of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, are 
hereby notified to render their demand to the un-
dersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment.
Patty Swain
208 White Circle
Winterville, GA  30683
05-05-4p

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
All creditors of the estate of Thomas Young Harris, 
III, late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment.
This the 28th day of March, 2022
Steve Harris
P.O. Box 1582
Athens, GA 30603
04-21-4p

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
All creditors of the estate of John Walter Arnold, 
late of Oglethorpe County, Georgia, deceased, 
are hereby notified to render their demand to the 
undersigned according to the law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required to make im-
mediate payment.
This the 4th day of April, 2022.
Mark Arnold
1161 Twelve Oaks Circle
Watkinsville, GA  30677
04-28-4p

nOTIce OF sale 
under POWer
Pursuant to a power of sale in a Deed to Secure 
Debt, dated 7/16/2010, from Emily Jo Harris 
(“Grantor”) to AFB&T a division of SYNOVUS 
BANK, a Georgia banking corporation (“Lender”), 
recorded 7/27/2010 in Deed Book 20Y, page 
108, Oglethorpe County, Georgia records (“Se-
curity Deed”), securing Lender’s loan to Grantor 
(the “Loan”), as per as per Simple Interest Note, 
Disclosure, and Security Agreement dated 
7/16//2010, as renewed (the “Note”), as trans-
ferred by Lender to Robert Barnett, as Trustee 
of the RH 401 (k) Plan (the “Holder”) by Assign-
ment of Note, Security Deeds, and Other Loan 
Documents effective 6/3/2021, and recorded 
6/16/2021 in Deed Book 153 Page 398, aforesaid 
records, the Holder will sell at public outcry, dur-
ing the legal hours of sale, at the Court House 
location where foreclosure and sheriff sales are 

held in Oglethorpe County, Georgia, on the first 
Tuesday in May 2022, to the highest bidder for 
cash, the following described land, its appurte-
nances, buildings, structures, fixtures,  and other 
improvements (collectively “Land”):
All that tract or parcel of land, together with all 
improvements thereon, situate, lying and being in 
the 236th G.M.D., Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
containing 3.80 acres, more or less, and being 
designated as Tract 2 per a plat entitled “Survey 
for Katherine Nixon”, prepared by Sherald G. 
Sharp, RLS, dated October 8, 2002, and record-
ed in Plat Book 19, page 203 Oglethorpe County, 
Georgia Records, said plat being incorporated 
herein by reference for a more particular descrip-
tion. Tax parcel ID no. 068 038.
Being improved and having a street address of 32 
Owl Creek Road, Comer GA 30629. 
The Loan secured by the Security Deed being 
mature, unpaid, and remaining in default, the 
sale will be made for the purpose of repaying the 
Loan, accrued interest and expenses of the sale, 
and other sums secured by the Security Deed, 
and the remainder, if any, will be applied as pro-
vided by law.
The Land will be sold on an “as is, where is” ba-
sis without recourse against Holder and without 
representation or warranty of any kind or nature 
whatsoever with respect thereto, and subject to 
all outstanding ad valorem taxes and assess-
ments, superior matters of record, and confirma-
tion that the sale is not prohibited under the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Code.
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. §44-14-162.2 this Notice is 
published in anticipation of a foreclosure sale on 
5/3/2022. The address and name of the person 
who has full authority to negotiate, amend, or 
modify the terms of the Security Deed on Holder’s 
behalf is Robert Barnett, 8375 SW Beaverton-
Hillsdale Hwy, Suite 200, Portland, OR 97225 , 
bbarnett@redhillsholdings.com (503) 330-3392. 
To Holder’s knowledge, possession of the Land 
is held by the estate of Emily Jo Harris, her heirs, 
or tenants.
Robert Barnett, as Trustee of the RH 401 (k) Plan, 
as attorney in fact for Emily Jo Harris.  Reginald 
A. Hudspeth, LLC, 1325 Satellite Blvd., Bldg. 100, 
Suite 101, Suwanee, GA 30024 (770) 925-1400.
04-28-4c

PeTITIOn FOr 
leTTers OF 
admInIsTraTIOn
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF OGLETHORPE 
COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA
IN RE: ESTATE OF
DALE HOWARD KIDD
DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 2022 P 24
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRA-
TION NOTICE
TO: Whom it may concern: HOWARD D. WA-
TERS, JR. has petitioned to be appointed admin-
istrator of the estate of DALE HOWARD KIDD 
deceased, of said county.  (The petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 
waiver of statements, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All 
interested persons are hereby notified to show 
cause why said petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on or before April 
25, 2022.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public or be-
fore a probate court clerk, and filing fees must be 
tendered with your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing will be sched-
uled at a later date.  If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court

PO Box 70
Lexington, GA 30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350
04-21-4p

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION
In The Probate Court of Oglethorpe County
State of Georgia
In Re:  ESTATE OF JIM FRANK JOHNSON, De-
ceased
Estate No. 2022 P 225
Petition for Letters of Administration Notice
TO:  Whom it may concern:  BARBARA JEAN 
DAVENPORT and FLORINE JOHNSON have 
petitioned to be appointed administrators of the 
estate of JIM FRANK JOHNSON, deceased, of 
said county.  (The petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, waiver of 
statements, and/or grant of certain powers con-
tained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause why 
said petition should not be granted.  All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and must be filed 
with the court on or before May 2, 2022.
BE FURTHER NOTIFIED:  All objections to 
the petition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary public or be-
fore a probate court clerk, and filing fees must be 
tendered with your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact probate court 
personnel for the required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing will be sched-
uled at a later date.  If no objections are filed, the 
petition may be granted without a hearing.
Kayla H. Grier
Judge of the Probate Court
PO Box 70
Lexington, GA  30648
Telephone Number: 706-743-5350
04-28-4p

nOTIce OF 
PeTITIOn TO 
FIle FOr year’s 
suPPOrT
The petition of Odra Marie Caouette, for a year’s 
support from the estate of BRUCE ALLEN CAOU-
ETTE, SR., deceased, for decedent’s surviving 
spouse, having been duly filed, all interested 
persons are hereby notified to show cause, if any 
they have, on or before May 9, 2022, why said 
petition should not be granted.
All objections to the petition must be in writing, 
setting forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed on or before the time stated in 
the preceding sentence. All objections should be 
sworn to before a notary public or before a pro-
bate court clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to file as 
an indigent party. Contact probate court person-
nel for the required amount of filing fees. If any 
objections are filed, a hearing will be scheduled at 
a later date. If no objections are filed the petition 
may be granted without a hearing.
05-05-4

PlannIng          
and ZOnIng
The following items are going before the Zoning 
Board on April 18, 2022 and will be presented to 
the Board of Commissioners on May 2, 2022.
RZ 99 018 Oglethorpe County initiates a rezone 
of portions of Buddy Faust Rd. and Buddy Faust 
Rd., also known as Tax Parcel 075 022A from R1 
to A2 and Tax parcel 075 049, from A2 to R1. This 
will solve the issue of each property being split 
between 2 different zones.
Conditional Use for telecommunications Tower 
application at Oconee Forest Rd. also known 
as tax parcel 035 023. Applicant wants to place 
a 355 ft. Telecommunications guyed tower within 
the A2 zoning district.  
04-21-2c

LOGIC AND ACCURACY TESTING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the logic and accuracy 
testing and preparation of voting equipment to be 

used in the May 24, 2022, General Primary will be-
gin at 9 a.m. on April 25, 2022.  Testing will continue 
from day to day until complete and members of the 
public are entitled to be present during testing.  Said 

testing and preparation will be conducted at the 
Oglethorpe County Board of Elections Offi  ce

41 Fairground Road, Lexington, GA.

Marilyn Huff -Waller, Oglethorpe County
Election Supervisor

Oglethorpe County 
Tire Amnesty Event

Oglethorpe County residents will have the 
opportunity to dispose of unwanted tires 
during a county-wide tire amnesty event 

Friday, April 22nd from 8am to 4:30pm and 
Saturday, April 23rd from 8am to 11:30am. 

Passenger car and truck tires can be disposed 
of at the C&D Landfi ll, located at 882 Athens 
Road, Crawford. Limit of 10 tires per vehicle 

and rims must be removed.

You will be required to show proof of residency!

ATTENTIONATTENTION
SKRIP SHOPPE PHARMACY CUSTOMERSSKRIP SHOPPE PHARMACY CUSTOMERS

Skrip Shoppe PharmacySkrip Shoppe Pharmacy
706-743-5477706-743-5477  

778 Athens Road, Lexington, GA778 Athens Road, Lexington, GA

We have been made aware that letters from Express 
Scripts (Cigna, Caresource, etc) were sent to many of 

our customers stating we will no longer be 
contracted with this insurance. We have verifi ed that 
we DO in fact have a current contract with this com-

pany and our patients will not experience any lapse in 
service. Please call us if you have further questions.

We are happy to continue providing fast friendly 
service for our customers.

 GEORGIA GREEN CLEAN
“Saving the Planet 

One Cleaning at a Time”
Residential/Commercial Cleaning

Licensed, Insured, & Bonded
706-206-3433

Ask for Chelsea. Mention this ad 
and receive 

20% off your first cleaning!

Quarterly Pest 
Management 

Starting at 
$70.00

Brad Turner - Owner Operator

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL 

• Pest Management 
• Fire Ants 
• Mosquitoes 
• Bed Bugs and more! 

Owner/Operator: Brad Turner 
706-247-2252 

smalltownpest@gmail.com 

 “Service with a conscience.” 
 

Free inspections and 
free estimates! 

 

Kevin Hicks

Free inspections
Free Estimates

Residential
Commercial

• Pest Management
* Fire Ants

• Mosquitoes
• Bed Bugs & More

Brad Turner

The 
OgleThOrPe 
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Lexington, GA  
30648
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By Aly Hertzog
The Oglethorpe Echo

As the old saying goes, “April 
showers bring May flowers.” 

But as the month ushers in more 
rain and flowers in Oglethorpe 
County, it also initiates the return 
of a familiar pest: mosquitos. 

With an increase in warmer and 
wetter weather, mosquitoes in the 
county will have more places to 
begin their life cycle. 

While mosquitos are often re-
garded as only a pesky nuisance, 
professionals at the University of 
Georgia are reminding Oglethorpe 
County residents that they should 
be taken more seriously. 

“Mosquitos are the most deadly 
animals, basically, due to the num-
ber of disease pathogens that they 
can transmit,” said Elmer Gray, 
an entomologist with the UGA 
College of Agriculture and Envi-
ronmental Science who lives in 
Oglethorpe County. 

According to the Georgia De-
partment of Public Health, mos-
quito-borne viruses are most ac-
tive late spring through early fall. 
The most common mosquito-
borne viruses in Georgia include 
West Nile virus, Eastern Equine 
encephalitis virus and LaCrosse 
virus, with the West Nile virus be-
ing the most common. 

West Nile virus
The effects of West Nile virus 

vary. 
Most people don’t experience 

symptoms, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. However, one out of five 
people will develop a fever and 
other symptoms, including head-
aches, body aches, joint pain, 
vomiting, diarrhea or a rash.

One out of 150 infected devel-
op a serious, sometimes fatal, ill-
ness affecting the central nervous 
system, like encephalitis or men-
ingitis. 

While severe West Nile virus 
cases can occur at any age, peo-
ple over the age of 50 or with pre-
existing health conditions are at 
greater risk for severe illness if 
they are infected. 

Arbonet, the national arboviral 
surveillance system managed by the 
CDC and state health departments, 
reported that Georgia only had four 
cases of West Nile virus in 2021, 
with one case resulting in death. 

The case numbers have seen a 

significant decrease in recent years, 
as the state had 47 cases of West 
Nile virus in 2017 and 36 in 2018. 

While there are currently no 
vaccines to prevent or medications 
to treat West Nile virus in people, 
Gray said, “there's a lot that can be 
done to reduce the risk of mosqui-
to-borne disease.”

Eliminate 
standing water

Getting rid of standing water 
is a way to minimize mosquitoes. 
Popular sources of standing wa-
ter around houses are trays, potted 
plants, gutters, tires and tarps. 

“The mosquito biology is that 
the female mosquito will either lay 
her eggs on the surface of water or 
in areas that will get wet with wa-
ter,” Gray said. 

The mosquito larval develop-
ment can take anywhere from a 
week to three weeks, depending 
on the weather, and requires stand-
ing water to complete. 

“It's most important to elimi-
nate that standing water when lar-
vae grow,” Gray said. “And that 
can go a long way to eliminat-
ing the mosquitoes that are in our 
communities most of the time in 
Oglethorpe County, and in the up-
state of Georgia.”

Avoid the bite
The life span of adult mosqui-

toes vary from a week to three 
weeks, depending on the time 
of year and species. In that time, 
the female mosquito is constant-
ly looking for a blood meal to ac-

quire the nutrients required to 
stimulate egg production. 

The female finds hosts through 
sight and smell, making people 
dressed in dark colors and those 
who exhale more carbon dioxide, 
like pregnant women and those 
exercising, common targets. 

Mosquito bites can be reduced 
by wearing light colored, loose-fit-
ting pants and long-sleeved shirts 
or by using an insect repellent, 
like DEET. 

Identifying the problem
If a mosquito problem persists 

after taking these precautions, 
Gray recommends sending a mos-
quito sample in for surveillance 
and identification.

“You catch them and you can 
send them to your county exten-
sion office, and they can identify 
the species … that will help tell us 
whether it's a species that's coming 
from containers in their yard or 
their neighbor's yard, or whether 
it's something that's coming from 
the river bottom,” Gray said. 

Oglethorpe County residents 
can contact Gray at ewgray@uga.
edu.

While taking personal precau-
tions is useful, source reduction is 
still the most effective protection 
against mosquitos.

“It's just important to be real-
ly diligent — people don't under-
stand how diligent you have to be, 
especially when it's been wet like 
this right now,” Gray said. 

Headmaster’s Corner
By Steve Cummings

CONGRATS, ROTARY 
CLUB ESSAY WINNERS!

Each year, the Georgia Ro-
tary Club sponsors the Laws 
of Life Essay Contest. Over 
25,000 students from across the 
State participated in this year’s 
contest, and ACS had 3 State-
wide winners!

A “Law of Life” is a short 
saying that points to a core per-
sonal value. A Law of Life can 
serve as a meaningful mor-
al compass for a person’s jour-
ney through life. The Georgia 
Laws of Life Contest asks stu-
dents to select their own Law of 
Life, and to write about how it 
applies to their lives.

Our three student winners in-
cluded Senior Lydia Fortson, 
Sophomore Nate Coley, and 
Freshman Bradley Zimmerman. 
Congrats to these winners, and 
to our faculty sponsor, Amelia 
Kemmerer.

GULF-ATLANTIC FORESTRY 
& MASTERS REALTY

Forest Managers & Consultants
Realtors & Appraisers

5% R.E. Commission on all sales
Tel.: 706-202-2996

Email: gulfatlanticforestry@
yahoo.com

Web: gulfatlanticforestry.com

SUSAN ELLIS/BUGWOOD.ORG
The Asian Tiger mosquito, the most common mosquito species 
found in Georgia. Mosquitoes are a dangerous pest in Oglethorpe 
County, responsible for transmitting and spreading multiple po-
tentially fatal viruses.

K&H Lawn Service
No job too big or too small

Keena Dalton: 706-247-0691
Harry Dalton: 706-401-3743 • 706-743-7449

Steve & 
Deborah Bray

1136 Athens Road
Crawford, GA

Auto • Home • 
Business • Farm • 

Life

706-743-8149

Georgia
Insurance

Center, LLC

Take these steps to cut 
down on pesky mosquitoes

By Aly Hertzog
The Oglethorpe Echo

Tick season comes with a new 
potential threat: the Heartland virus. 

Researchers have confirmed in 
a study published by Emory Uni-
versity that the Heartland virus 
is actively circulating in Georgia 
through the lone star tick.

Since the virus was first detect-
ed in Missouri in 2009, there have 
been more than 50 reported cases of 
Heartland, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 

While there have been cases 
in Georgia, this is the first time it 
has been seen actively spreading 
through the state. 

How will this affect Oglethorpe 
County? 

“In reality, probably, it doesn't 
really change,” said Elmer Gray, 
the public health extension special-
ist in the entomology department at 
the University of Georgia. “It's not 
a game changer, from the standpoint 
that it's just another pathogen that 
ticks can transmit. Ticks are bad.” 

Symptoms include fever, fa-
tigue, decreased appetite, head-
ache, nausea, diarrhea and muscle 
or joint pain. The symptoms can 
cause hospitalization, and there 
have been confirmed fatalities, in-
cluding one in Georgia in 2005. 

It can take up to two weeks for 
symptoms to appear, and there are 
no vaccines or medications to treat 
the virus. 

“It's just another reason to take 
ticks seriously,” Gray said. 

In Georgia, ticks are consid-
ered the second most important 
public health pest, after mosqui-
toes. They are known to transmit 
a greater variety of infectious or-
ganisms, including Lyme disease, 
Rocky Mountain spotted fever and 
a new tick-induced red meat aller-
gy, than any other group of blood-
sucking arthropods.

According to the CDC, the Heart-
land virus is spread to people by the 
bite of an infected lone star tick, 
which is easily identified by the 
white dot on the tick’s dorsal shield. 
It is not to be confused with the 
blacklegged tick or American dog 
tick, which are also common tick 
species found in Oglethorpe County.

“Any place where there's a high 
deer population, there's gonna be a 
high tick population. And that pret-
ty much makes all of Georgia tick 
habitat,” Gray said. “So if you have 
a lot of deer on your property or 
in your community, you're gonna 
have a lot of ticks in that vegetation 
where those deer are inhabited.” 

Until there are vaccines or 
medications available to treat the 
Heartland virus, the best way to 
avoid tick bites is through preven-
tion. Gray also recommends per-
forming a “tick check” as soon as 
returning from the outdoors. 

“I t ' s  important  to  do t ick 
checks,” he said. “It usually takes 
around 24 hours for them to trans-
mit a pathogen. So, if you can find 
it within that first hour or first day, 
you can go a long way to prevent 
any kind of problems.” 

Turkey season opened on April 
2, so “turkey hunters definitely 
need to be aware and take preven-
tion from ticks,” Gray said.

New tick-borne disease 
detected in Georgia

ALY HERTZOG/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The lone star tick can carry the 
Heartland virus.
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Oglethorpe 

County Extension

Farming conversations have fo-
cused on skyrocketing fertiliz-
er prices for months. A variety of 
factors have caused prices to more 
than double since last spring. Now, 
Russia, which accounts for around 
14% of global fertilizer exports, 
has suspended outgoing trade.

Here are management practic-
es that will help make the most of 
your resources and address the use 
of poultry litter as a replacement 
for synthetic fertilizer. Consid-
er these recommendations when 
making difficult fertility choices 
this season.

1. Take soil tests and follow the 
recommendations. The purpose of 
a soil test is to find the most lim-
iting nutrients to a plant’s produc-
tive growth. Hay and crop fields 
should be tested annually, and pas-
tures every three years.

2. Lime. Soil pH affects the nu-
trients in your soil. Without pH in 
an acceptable range, added fertil-
izers can be worthless. Lime pric-
es have not increased at the same 
level as fertilizer, and addition-
al savings can come if you buy 
lime in the offseason. It general-
ly takes 6-12 months to see a sub-
stantial change in pH, so the tim-
ing is flexible.

3. Match fertilizer to soil needs. 
Although it may be tempting to add 
nitrogen to a hay crop, for example, 
overall plant health and stand lon-
gevity is dependent on a balanced 
fertilizer application. When practi-
cal, splitting fertilizer applications 
throughout a growing season can 
help avoid nutrient losses.

4. Use precision agriculture 

technologies. Technology doesn’t 
always have to be scary or expen-
sive. Something as simple as add-
ing a GPS light bar to a tractor can 
help avoid overlap in the field, 
and decrease fertilizer and fuel 
costs. Improve fertilizer placement 
through variable rate applications 
and calibrate your equipment. The 
extension office can help calibrate 
sprayers and spreading equipment.

5. Consider alternative nutrient 
sources. Planting a legume to fix-
ate nitrogen into the soil is a com-
mon practice by livestock produc-
ers across the state. Poultry litter 
is another go-to alternative nutri-
ent source.

Poultry litter is a combination 
of manure and bedding, such as 
pine shavings, that is scooped out 
when houses are cleaned. The nu-
trient content of litter can vary 
greatly, depending on the clean-
out technique, storage method and 
other factors. 

Litter can have advantages, as 
long as you get what you pay for. 

The average nutrient compo-
sition of broiler litter is 3-3-2, 
meaning there are 60 pounds of 
nitrogen, 60 pounds of phosphate 
and 40 pounds of potash in each 
ton. Due to the lack of consisten-
cy, test the litter’s nutrition content 
before use. You can have a sample 
of litter tested by the extension of-
fice, often at little to no cost.

When looking at animal manure 
use, consider the previous appli-
cation. Many hay and crop fields 
have high levels of phosphorus 
and potassium because of past an-
imal waste application. Because of 
growing awareness of water qual-
ity problems in relation to phos-
phorus levels, it is recommended 
to only apply fertilizer sources that 
meet the needs of the plant.

Five ways to make the 
most of fertilizer options

By Mackenzie Tanner 
The Oglethorpe Echo

“Have you always wanted to be 
a park ranger?”

This question was posed to 
Oglethorpe County and surround-
ing counties in a Facebook post 
when Watson Mill Bridge State 
Park posted a hiring ad a few 
weeks ago for a park ranger posi-
tion. 

Park ranger positions are not 
a common occurrence as an em-
ployment option. 

According to Data USA, in 
2019, the largest employment in-
dustries in Oglethorpe Coun-
ty were education, manufactur-
ing and retail trade. For perspec-
tive, the state of Georgia employs 
more than 114,000 teachers, while 
the Georgia Department of Natu-
ral Resources only employs 2,500 
in the state. 

And less than 10% of those jobs 
are rangers.

“It depends on what you include 
as a ‘ranger,’ ” said Kim Hatch-
er, Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources public affairs coordina-
tor. “But, we have approximately 
200 (in Georgia).” 

Jobs as park rangers are few 
and far between, making this po-
sition even more rare and more in-
teresting to explore. This specif-
ic position is no longer open, but 
more park ranger positions and 
others similar can be found on the 
Department of Natural Resources 
website. 

“This is a great landing page if 
people are looking for the whole 
range of positions in DNR because 
there are a lot of different ver-
sions,” said Josh Snead, Watson 
Mill State Park’s assistant park 
manager.

Daily responsibilities for park 
rangers generally consist of over-
seeing staff, managing hours, pro-
viding maintained facilities, inter-
acting with customers and manag-
ing natural and cultural resources.

However, no day at the park is 
the same. 

“The nature of the park is that 
there’s all kinds of needs that 
sometimes you anticipate and 

some things surprise you, so ev-
ery day is different, which keeps it 
fresh and interesting,” Snead said. 

History is rich in the state of 
Georgia, and Watson Mill State 
Park is a testament to that. Built 
in 1885, Watson Mill Bridge is the 
longest covered bridge in the state 
and serves as an entry point to the 
park. 

“You’ll be looking at the bridge 
and thinking about how when it 
opened up in 1885, there would’ve 
been mule-drawn carts going 
across it, and then you’re see-
ing all these modern vehicles still 
crossing it today,” Snead said. 

Another unique aspect: Rang-
ers can immerse themselves in 
the deep history and rich nature 
of their park in order to help vis-
itors get the most out of their ex-
perience. 

“You really get to experience all 
these cool parts of our state, and 
not only experience them person-
ally, but help other people learn 
about them and hopefully care 
about them the same way we 
care,” Snead said. 

Rangers have many duties in parks

MACKENZIE TANNER/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Watson Mill State Park features Georgia’s longest covered bridge, which was built in 1885 and ex-
tends 229 feet.



Page 10 n The OgleThOrPe echO n Thursday, aPrIl 14, 2022

arOund The cOunTy

MAXEYS 
COMMUNITY CLUB 

YARD SALE
Date: April 23, 2022*

Time: 8:00-3:00
Place: Maxeys Depot

Come and fi nd great items at 
amazing prices (cash only) 

and help Maxeys 
build a pavilion in the park!

*(rain date: April 30)

Seeking donations (everything 
except clothes) with all 

donations and proceeds going to 
Maxeys Community Center to 

build a pavilion in the park.

Drop off  at Maxeys Depot:
April 9 (11:00-2:00) and
April 16 (9:00-1:00) or

Call: 706-759-3321 for pick up

WILLIAMS TREE SERVICE
& LAND CLEARING

“From the top of the tree down to the roots - We Can Do It All”
- Cell Ph. - 706-255-6764 - text only

CARY WILLIAMS
Owner/Operator

• Fully Insured • Free Estimates • Full Equipped 
 • Specializing in Dangerous Tree Removals

 • Stump Grinding   • Land Clearing • Hauling  
• Chipping   Equipment

 • Bobcats   • Chipper  • Dump Trucks
Also Available: Mulch & Firewood - Delivery or Pick-up

Dennis Peter Helmreich 
Attorney-at-Law

120  W. Main Street
Lexington, Georgia 30648

706-743-3410

“There is no such thing as gov-
ernment funded. It is all taxpayer 

funded.”

DINK NESMITH/THE OGLETHORPE ECHO
Coffee, donuts and conversation were on Tuesday morning’s agenda for the Oglethorpe Chamber of Commerce’s April member-to-member gathering. The event be-
gins at 8 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month at the Crawford Depot. Joining in the conversation are (from left): Angela Taylor, Jordan Air; Owen Bullard, Edward 
Jones; Ronnie Boggs, Lexington Antiques; and Linda Parish of the chamber.

CHAMBER GATHERING

Farm Listings
*130 acres of good pasture with 2 creeks. $747,500

Land Listings
*23.5+/- acres of mixed woods located in a secluded area.  
Perfect hunting tract.  $129,250
*112 acres of beautiful pines & hardwoods overlooking flow-
ing creek. Great home site.  Good hunting tract or get-a-way.  
$325,000
*19 acres of beautiful pasture & woodswith City water, sewer & 
natural gas. $166,250
*1.9 acres on Willow St. in Maxeys.  City water and scholarship 
available. Great home sites. $24,900
*2.5 acres on Willow St. in Maxeys.  City water and scholarship 
available.  Great home sites. $24,900
*63.03 wooded acres on Arnoldsville Rd. with over 800 ft. 
of road frontage. City water and natural gas at the street. 
$504,000
*11.28 wooded acres on Athens Rd. City water and gas at the 
street. Old home in need of repair.  $120,000

Commercial Listings
*1.7 acres with 2 buildings, zoned B1. Double road frontage on 
HWY 78 and Wolfskin Rd. High traffic volume. Perfect location 
for your business. $175,000

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Iris Walker- Broker
706-338-8279
apiris1@aol.com

Jessica Arnold- Agent
706-338-6566
jessicaleaarnold@
outlook.com

Blake Arnold- Agent
706-340-0866
blakearnold@outlook.
com

Jake Willcox
706-338-0765
willcoxauctions@gmail.
com

Barry Walker
706-318-3340
balwa57@gmail.com

Donna Floyd
706-206-3587
dfloyd2691@gmail.com

Jake Peacock
706-255-8762
jacobtpeacock@gmail.
com

Brian Hill
706-340-0512
bhill3551@gmail.com

Brandon Walker
706-338-7586
bwalker.irisincrealty.
com

HORSE SENSE

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Oglethorpe County 4-H hippology team competed at the 
State 4-H Hippology Contest at the UGA Livestock Arena on 
April 2. Abby Gabriel was third in the judging phase of the 
competition. Team members include (from left): Idgie Sullens, 
Gabriel and Meadow Nimmons. The hippology contest quiz-
zes 4-H’ers on their knowledge and understanding of equine 
science and management, and in particular, the practical 
application of this knowledge and skill.

PROMOTION

banksTOn 
cOncreTe & 
cOnsTrucTIOn
(770) 337-8958

Building Slabs, 
Driveways, Side-

walks, Retainer Walls, 
Decorative Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years  
Experience

Big or Small Jobs

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Curtis Lee Campbell recently was commissioned as a limited duty officer with the rank of en-
sign in the U.S. Navy at a commissioning ceremony at the American Legion post. Campbell had 
held the rank of chief petty officer electrician’s mate. The ceremony was led by his uncle Mi-
chael Bryant and aunt Elaine Bryant. Those in attendance include (from left): Jesse Young (son), 
Patrick Campbell (father), Pam Campbell (mother), Curtis Campbell, Lauren Young (daughter) 
and Carrie Young Campbell (wife). 

MAXEYS 
COMMUNITY CLUB 

YARD SALE
Date: April 23, 2022*

Time: 8:00-3:00
Place: Maxeys Depot

Come and fi nd great items at 
amazing prices (cash only) 

and help Maxeys 
build a pavilion in the park!

*(rain date: April 30)

Seeking donations (everything 
except clothes) with all 

donations and proceeds going to 
Maxeys Community Center to 

build a pavilion in the park.

Drop off  at Maxeys Depot:
April 9 (11:00-2:00) and
April 16 (9:00-1:00) or

Call: 706-759-3321 for pick up
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By Yana Obiekwe
The Oglethorpe Echo

When Makayla Smith joined 
her middle school’s chapter of 
Family, Career, Consumer Lead-
ers of America, she never imag-
ined how much she’d grow to help 
her community.

As a seventh grader, she com-
peted for the first time in the orga-
nization’s state level competition; 
a decision that sparked a burning 
passion to help others around her. 

And last month, Smith and part-
ner Chelsea Durie won state for 
their chapter service project dis-
play and will advance to nationals 
in San Diego this summer.

“My favorite memory of FC-
CLA is being able to travel and 
meet new people and talk about 
our community service project 
that we did,” said Smith, a soph-
omore at Oglethorpe County High 
School. 

FCCLA is a national nonprof-
it career and technical student or-
ganization that promotes person-
al growth and leadership devel-
opment through Family and Con-
sumer Sciences education. Stu-
dents focus on a variety of youth 
concerns including sustainability, 
nutrition and fitness, teen violence, 
career preparation in four specific 
career pathways and more. 

Each year, the state competi-
tion invites thousands of students 
across Georgia to compete in var-
ious categories, such as the chap-
ter service project, where students 
create and execute a large service 
project for their community and 
present them before judges.

Each event is designed to help 
members develop specific lifetime 
skills in character development, 
creative and critical thinking, in-
terpersonal communication, prac-
tical knowledge and career prep-
aration.

Durie notes how being a part 

of her school’s club has helped 
her to get out of her comfort zone 
and develop skills in working and 
speaking with others. 

After failing to find an organi-
zation that already did communi-
ty service projects that they could 
contribute to outside of the food 
pantry, the two came across spe-
cial needs students at Oglethorpe 
County Primary School. 

The school’s administration ex-
pressed its need for books, and 
that’s how the idea came about to 
organize a book drive.

Durie and Smith teamed to fun-
draise for the project through yard 
sales and selling plates of food to 
community members. They used 
social media to help promote their 
project.

After weeks of planning, fund-
raising and purchasing the books 
to give to the students, Durie and 
Smith finally saw the fruit of their 
labor. 

“(I learned that) even if it’s just 
a little portion, you can see that it’s 
a big impact on (the community) 

with the work that we’ve done,” 
Smith said. “The best part about it 
was actually doing the event and 
seeing that we were actually do-
ing good.”

Emily Williams, a teacher and 
FCCLA advisor at OCHS, said 
she’s loved being able to witness 
the club and her students grow.

“(Service projects) help them 
grow as a person, seeing that it’s 
not just them here in the communi-
ty,” she said. “What they’re doing 
is important. It allows them to see 
what is behind the scenes, even in 
our small community, and they get 
to see a little more outside of their 
bubble.”

While Williams has had stu-
dents advance to nationals the past 
two years, she’s proud of all of her 
students actively participating in 
their communities through service. 

“At the end of the day, what 
they’re doing is really good,” Wil-
liams said. “That’s the best part, 
that they’re making a difference 
and they’re doing it all themselves 
and learning and growing.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Makayla Smith interacts with students at Oglethorpe County Pri-
mary School for her FCCLA service project.

Students
head to
FCCLA
nationals

By Thomas Ehlers
The Oglethorpe Echo

Several  Oglethorpe Coun-
ty Schools staff and students will 
travel outside of the county lines. 
The school board approved four 
out-of-state trips in a busy board 
meeting on April 12. 

Several students involved in 
Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America, a student orga-
nization that focuses on family and 
consumer sciences, earned a trip to 
the FCCLA National Leadership 
Conference from June 29-July 3 in 
San Diego, which was approved. 

Nine s tudents  in the high 
school’s HOSA program, a student 
organization for future health pro-
fessionals, qualified for the HOSA 
International Conference in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, on June 22-25, 
which was approved as well.

Board members took a few min-
utes to recognize the students in the 
FCCLA and HOSA programs for 
their achievements at the state level.

The board also approved sem-
inars for assistant superintendent 
Kanya Cornish and superintendent 
Beverley Levine to attend later in 
the month.

In other news:
An amendment was made to the 

BOE’s contract with the Georgia 
Department of Education to become 
a Strategic Waiver School System. 

The original contract, which 
gave the school system flexibili-
ty on state rules with how it uses 
funding to meet the needs of the 
school system, was set to expire 
on June 30. 

In exchange for the flexibility, 
the system agreed to boost student 
achievement by meeting certain 
College and Career Ready Perfor-
mance Index score targets set by 
the state. According to the Geor-
gia Department of Education web-
site, CCRPI is a tool for “annually 
measuring how well schools, dis-
tricts, and the state are helping stu-
dents achieve their goals” for col-
lege and careers. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
caused the state to pause giving 
scores, affecting districts across 
the state. The contract was ex-
tended to June 20, 2024, allowing 
scores to be given and collected.

The purchase of a truck for the 
maintenance department was ap-
proved. The 2019 F-150 will cost 
$28,812. 

The board also approved the 
purchase of an engraver for the 
middle school. The $5,995 engrav-
er will be used in the agriculture 
mechanics class. 

All purchases over $5,000 are 
brought before the board.

April’s personnel report was 
unanimously approved, one of six 
action items brought before the 
board. Nine certified personnel and 
one classified personnel were ap-
proved, while the report approved 
the resignation of two certified and 
one classified personnel. One sub-
stitute teacher was approved.

The November and December 
2021 financial reports were unan-
imously approved.

OCHS principal Susie John-
son presented the high school’s 
classified employee of the year 
Tina Woods before the board. 
Woods joined OCHS in 2018 as 
a secretary before becoming the 
school’s bookkeeper. Before join-
ing OCHS, she worked in Florida 
schools for 31 years.

Discussion on the preliminary 
budget for the 2023 fiscal year was 
held. The official preliminary bud-
get will be completed by Tuesday.

Discussion on a flooring proj-
ect for the middle school was also 
held. The project to add carpet to 
the connections meeting room in 
the gymnasium hallway will cost 
approximately $9,000.

Levine also informed the board 
about an upcoming mental health 
panel and Q&A session. 

Heads Up For Harry, a non-
profit organization that helps stu-
dents with mental health issues 
find resources, is hosting an event 
at the Oglethorpe County Library 
for parents and students at 5 p.m. 
Monday, April 18. 

School board OKs
out-of-state trips
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Don’t Risk a Detour.
LOCK IN A LONG-TERM 
FIXED RATE WITH 
FARM CREDIT.*

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
Helping Georgia Grow for Generations® NMLS# 627367

Don’t Risk a Detour.

*FIXED RATE LAND LOANS AVAILABLE UP TO 20 YEARS.
NMLS# 627367

CAUTION 
HIGHER INTEREST 

RATES AHEAD

AgGeorgia.com

706.678.7088

B & C
Well Pump 

Repair 
Installation and 

Trenching
Bo Smith  

& Cory Smith
Free Estimates
 Bo: 706-340-6572 - Cell

Cory: 706-340-6396 - Cell

CHARLES 
FLEMING

Hauling
Clearing 
Grading

706 202-3897

Thursday, April 14
n Soccer: Toombs County OCHS girls, 5:30 p.m. (state 
playoffs)

Friday, April 15
n Soccer: Bacon County at OCHS boys, 6 p.m. (state play-
offs)
n Track: OCHS at North Oconee
n Baseball: Putnam County at OCHS, 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 16
n Track: OCMS at state track meet

Tuesday, April 19
n Golf: OCHS at Elbert County (Arrowhead Pointe GC)

Wednesday, April 20
n Baseball: OCHS at Washington-Wilkes, 6 p.m.

Thursday, April 21
n Track: OCHS at Lincoln County

aThleTIcs schedule

OgleThOrPe sPOrTs

694 SALEM CHURCH ROAD, LEXINGTON, GA 30648

EASTER SUNDAY
April 17th

Sunrise Service @ 7am
Breakfast to Follow

Worship@ 11am

SALEM
BAPTIST CHURCH
EST. 1789
THINKING. LOVING. DOING.

Staff Report

The Oglethorpe County girls 
soccer team is gearing up for the 
first round of the state playoffs.

The Lady Patriots (11-2-1), the 
Region 4-AA champions, will 
host Toombs County at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 14 in the Class AA 
tournament. Toombs County was 
fourth in Region 2-AA.

“Being able to host the first 
round, and potentially the second 
round, adds to the excitement of 
the state playoffs,” coach Mary 
Kate Shealy said. “We are already 
mentally preparing for Thursday 
night’s game.”

Oglethorpe County tied St. Vin-
cent’s Academy 1-all in a game 
during spring break behind a goal 
from Ellie Cabaniss. The other 
scheduled game against Savannah 
Arts Academy was canceled be-
cause of weather.

“These girls have a lot of mo-
mentum going forward after play-
ing St. Vincent’s and they are 

ready to compete,” Shealy said.
The OCHS boys, the No. 2 team 

from Region 4-AA, will host Bacon 
County at 6 p.m. Friday, April 15.

Baseball team beats 
Putnam County 9-3

Blane McFarland struck out nine 
batters to lead OCHS baseball to a 
9-3 victory at Putnam County in Re-
gion 4-AA action on Tuesday night.

McFarland allowed three runs 
in the first, but shut down the War 
Eagles after that. He received of-
fensive support from Landon Eb-
erhart and Henry Johnson, who 
drove in two runs each.

Clay Frost had three hits and 
scored three runs, and Cohen 
Caldwell walked three times and 
scored twice.

The Patriots (13-10, 5-2 in the 
region) will host Putnam County at 
5:30 p.m. Friday.

“I'm extremely proud of our ap-
proaches at the plate offensively,” 
OCHS coach Kris Patel said. “We 

stuck to our game plan and hit well 
with two strikes and runners in scor-
ing position. Blane McFarland had 
his best start of the year in the big-
gest game of the year, and our de-
fense played their tails off. Over-
all, one of the most complete games 
we've pieced together this season.”

The Patriots bounced back from 
dropping 6-5 and 2-1 decisions to 
Elbert County last week.

Kenzie Henderson 
finishes second at meet

Freshman Kenzie Henderson 

finished second out of a field of 
nearly 50 high jumpers at the All 
American Track Classic 2022 in 
Columbia, South Carolina, last 
weekend.

“The conditions were not per-
fect, however she worked really 
hard and had a good meet,” coach 
Tim Stoudenmire said.  

Inaugural volleyball 
tourney coming up
Registration ends April 21 for 
the inaugural Red, White & Blue 
6 V. 6 Volleyball Tournament, 

which will take place on May 
21 at the OCHS gym.

Teams can include up to eight 
players who are 14 years or older. 
The tournament is single elimina-
tion and it’s $25 a player to regis-
ter. The tournament will be capped 
at 16 teams.

Proceeds go to the OCHS vol-
leyball program.

For more information, go to bit.
ly/2022vballtourney. Email Kate 
Shealy at kshealy@oglethorpe.
k12.ga.us to register or for more 
information.

Soccer teams to host state playoff games

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Oglethorpe County baseball team had its photo taken with the 2021 World Series Trophy at a 
doubleheader at Elbert County last week. The Atlanta Braves won last year’s World Series.

SHANE SCOGGINS/SUBMITTED PHOTO
Senior right-hander Bennett England fires a pitch to an Elbert 
County batter last week. The Blue Devils, who are ranked in Class 
AA, took both games.
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By Kaylah House
The Oglethorpe Echo

Track and field has been some-
thing junior Michael Fleming Jr. 
took an interest in at a young age. 
In February, coach Maurice Free-
man mentioned Fleming wanted 
to set a personal record in the first 
meet, even though he was com-
ing back from knee surgery in De-
cember. The reigning Class AA 
110-meter hurdle champion shared 
his passion for the sport and the 
hurdles he's overcome. 

Comments have been edited 
for length and clarity. 

Q: When did you start running 
track? 

A: I wanted to run track in sixth 
grade, but I never could because of 
my grades and my behavior, and in 
seventh grade, it was mainly my 
behavior. My eighth grade year, 
I decided to turn my life around 
and try to run track because I 
knew that I'd be good at it. I did 
pretty well my first year running 
track. Ever since then I've kept my 

grades up to be eligible to run. 

Q: How was the rehabilitation 
process? 

A: I was excited for the surgery 
because I knew that I wouldn't be 
in pain anymore and I would be 
able to at least join back in to do-

ing what I wanted to do. They told 
me that if I go to physical therapy 
and do what I have to do and heal 
in time, I will be able to run. They 
promised me that, and they kept 
their promise because I got to run 
this year and I was out of physi-
cal therapy. 

Q: Could you go into more de-
tail about your knee injury that 
you faced this year? 

A: It was before practice. I felt 
my knee bothering me, but I didn't 
think anymore about it because I 
thought it was just sore and every-
thing because we had the workout. 
I got halfway finished with boards 
(a football workout) and my knee 
started bothering me. It was like 
a popping feeling in my knee. So 
that same night I went to the doc-
tor and I was told that I tore my 
meniscus. I went to the hospital on 
a Tuesday and they scheduled my 
surgery on a Thursday that same 
week. 

Q: Do you feel like after your 
surgery you came back stronger? 

A:  After my surgery, I felt like 

I came back a lot stronger. For 
some reason, every time I get in-
jured, I come back stronger after 
an injury than I was before the in-
jury. My ninth grade year, I frac-
tured my hip playing football and 
I came back stronger than I ever 
was. I think it's more of a mind-
set thing because when I was out 
with my hip injury, I was going 
through a lot of depression be-
cause I couldn't play football and 
I was home and  thinking of what 
I could have done, and so that 
pushed me to do better than I did 
at first. Put a lot more effort in and 
study and do what I have to do to 
be the best I could be. And I would 
say the same for track.

Q: You previously broke the 
school record, and talking with 
your coach in February, he stated 
that was a big goal of yours this 
season. Is that still a goal?

A: It's still a big goal, but I feel 
like I'm close to breaking it. So I 
know if I put my mind to it, I can 
do anything. I promised my dad I 
would break his record, and I put 
my mind to it and I was able to do 

it. So whatever you do, if you put 
your mind to anything, you can ac-
complish anything.

Q:  Do you have any specific 
goals for yourself and your team 
with the region coming up? 

A: My goal for the region meet 
is to beat my triple jump record, 
my long jump record and win for 
the team so that we can take the 
championship trophy home again 
this year and try to beat my state 
record.

Q: Do you want to play sports 
in college, and if so, which one?

A: Maybe both. Yes. I do want 
to do sports. I want to do track and 
football if I could, but I just got to 
push myself to get there so that I 
can make it happen

Q: What keeps you motivated? 
A: What keeps me motivat-

ed is knowing that if my grand-
pa was still here, that he would be 
proud of me, and if I ever gave up, 
I mean, he would be disappointed 
in me. And so I tried not to give up 
because that's not what he wanted. 

Q&A: 
OgleThOrPe sPOrTs
Hurdling over obstacles, on and off the track 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Michael Fleming received a 
medal as the high point award 
winner at the Cook Holliday Ro-
tary Relays recently at Winder-
Barrow.
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He is Risen
John 3:16 KJV

“For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever

 believeth in him shall not perish but have 
everlasting life.”

www.smithoniafarm.com • (706) 788-3050 • 2289 Crawford Smithonia Rd. Colbert, GA, 30628

Wishing you 
a blessed 

Easter season.


